The spirit of Jordanian football is created by the fans 
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By Ibtisam Awadat 

Special to The Star 

“WHENEVER AL WEHDAT loses a match 
against its usual rival. Al Faisaly. I become ill and 
sleep at home for four days," says Mahmoud 
Mohammad one of the Al Wehdat Sportive Team 
supporters. “I can’t miss any match for Al Weh¬ 
dat, I just drop everything and go to the stadium.” 
he adds. 

This 19-year-old fan is not a special case, many 
people like him love to watch their team, support 
it and enjoy watching them play. 

But this addiction can sometimes be taken a lit¬ 
tle bit too far as was the case recently when a 


groom left his wedding party and went to Syria to 
support his team: unfortunately his team lost and 
the wedding cancelled because the bride’s father 
refused to leave his daughter with a soccer addict. 

Back to Jordan, the football fever engulfs all 
supporters especially when the most popular 
teams play: Al Wehdat. Al Faisaly. and Al 
Rarmha. 

"Our supporters arc very understanding, hut 
when they get angry nothing can stop them." 
Yousscf Al Amouri. Al Wehdar's captain, and the 
great defender as he is called, tells The Star. 

“We like our supporters and we are very grate¬ 
ful to them, but sport is like a coin with two faces. 


it’s either win or lose and we have'to acceptthis." 

Al Amouri adds. ... 

“As athletes we refuse all the stupidities which 
take place; some people just don’t know.how to ' 
express Iheir support." says Samer Bahiouz, a 
player for Al Wehdat. ... 

”1 remember when wc lost , a match in 1993. 
some of our supporters threw stones at our. bus. it 
was really a terrifying experience," Bahiouz adds. 

In it’s matches in Tunis, Al Wehdat lost all 
games, one of them was against Algeria which 
ended in a 7-0 score. 

“When wc came back to Jordan, we expected 
Con tinned on page 2 
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US seeks 
backing in 
latest face-off 
with Iraq 


Bv Peter Baker 
WASHINGTON—The Clin¬ 
ton administration once again 
marshaled its international 
allies to present a unified 
from against Iraq Tuesday as 
the Baghdad regime carried 
out its threat to block a UJf- 
led weapons inspection team 
and reignited a crisis that has 
bedeviled Washington for 
months. 

The renewed confrontation 
put the United States back in 
a haunlingly familiar posi¬ 
tion. laboring to hold together 
a coalition capable of per¬ 
suading Iraqi President Sad¬ 
dam Hussein to back down. 
While holding out the threat 
of military force, the adminis¬ 
tration chose a cautious path 
Tuesday, relying on what iL 
called “steady-as-she-goes 
diplomacy" to orchestrate a 
condemnation from the UN 
Security Council. 

Iraq thwarted a scheduled 
search Tuesday by a UN 
weapons inspection team led 
by an American, one of sev¬ 
eral UN teams in the country, 
by refusing to provide escorts 
to facilitate entry into govern¬ 
ment-controlled sites. The 
standoff marked the first time 
. r n inspection has been pre- 
. ented since November, when 
Saddam reversed an order 
that had resulted in the with¬ 
drawal of all weapons 
inspectors. 

“They're up to their old 
tricks and we shouldn’t allow 
them to pursue this" Bill 
Richardson, the US ambassa¬ 
dor to the United Nations, 
said on ABC's “Good Morn¬ 
ing America”. “Patience is 
running out in a lot of Secur¬ 
ity Council capitals. The Ira¬ 
qis are really pushing this to 
the brink.” 

A US-drafted statement 
that could be voted on by the 
council as early as Wednes¬ 
day “condemns in the strong- 


SiDE 


esi terms" the latest Iraqi defi¬ 
ance and calls it "unaccepta¬ 
ble and a clear violation of 
the relevant resolutions" 
requiring unconditional 

access to all sites sought by 
UN inspectors. Although the 
statement does not warn of 
any consequences. US offi¬ 
cials said the goal was to 
show that there are no serious 
fissures in the international 
coalition- enforcing sanctions 
against Iraq and to give UN 
inspections chief Richard But¬ 
ler fresh proof of that resolve 
when he travels to Baghdad 
this weekend on a previously 
scheduled visit. The latest 
developments underscored a 
seemingly endless cycle of 
provocation-and-response that 
has ensnared President Clin¬ 
ton and US allies, according 
to White House aides—as 
well as the dearth of attractive 
options to solve the impasse. 
US officials said they never 
considered last fall’s crisis to 
be truly over, even after a 
Russian-brokered deal reduc¬ 
ing tension in the region. 
Since then, two US aircraft 
carrier groups and other mili¬ 
tary forces have remained in 
the Gulf area as a warning to 
Iraq. Another incident like 
Tuesday’s was inevitable as 
Iraq apparently probes for 
cracks in the US-led coalition, 
Clinton aides said. “The crisis 
may have disappeared in your 
minds." While House press 
secretary Mike McCurry told 
reporters Tuesday. “It has not 
changed one whit since Octo¬ 
ber." France, which had been 
reluctant to endorse a hard 
line against Iraq. Tuesday 
sided with Washington, issu¬ 
ing a statement calling on 
Iraqi officials “to immediately 
reconsider their decision." A 
Russian official told reporters 
in Moscow that “Russia is 
taking active steps to find a 
way out of the situation.” Iraq 


provoked the latest showdown 
when it refused to provide 
escorts for a UN team led by 
American Scott Ritter that 
was prepared to search sites 
outside Baghdad for evidence 
of restricted missile, nuclear, 
biological or chemical weap¬ 
ons technology. When no offi¬ 
cials appeared at the 
appointed time. Ritter waited 
30 minutes and then aban¬ 
doned the day’s mission. UN 
officials said they are unwill¬ 
ing to send out a team without 
their Iraqi counterparts for 
security reasons. 

Iraqi officials have com¬ 
plained that the team con¬ 
tained too many Americans 
and Britons and accused Rit¬ 
ter. a former US Marine cap¬ 
tain, of being a spy. US offi¬ 
cials and Ritter have denied 
that and UN officials said 
Tuesday’s 31 -member team 
included specialists from 12 
nations. 

Continued on page 2 



An abominable snowman s£n2$Tii! JaSat^nwelBdeh'f piub'Ht patk Monday* one: 
day after the country was hit by a blizzard. (See page 2 for details T . 

. • Photo by Mahmoud Shawkat . 


By Rebecca Trounson 
OCCUPIED JERUSALEM—. 
A string of highly publicized 
military and intelligence fail¬ 
ures has left, some Israelis 
wondering if-luck, a key 
ingredient in the work of sol¬ 
diers and spies, has deserted 
their - once-vaunted .security 
branches. 

The setbacks—including 
recent disclosures that a for¬ 
mer spymaster for the Mossad 
intelligence agency fabricated 
reports about Syria for years: 
a botched'covert operation in. 
Jordan; and,, accidents that 
have killed dozens.of soldiers 
serving ’ iri Lebanon—have 
caused worry and uncertainty 
among -many Israelis. 

-nt’s very depressing, and 
there .is 7 a; .sort-..Of soul- 
searching going on," said 
Joseph AJpher. who beads the 


' . , 1 

Investigations continue in failed 

assassination attempt in Amman 


By a Star Staff Writer 
INFORMED SOURCES 
unveiled new information 
about the failed assassination 
attempt against the Mr 
Raheem Taher, the commer¬ 
cial attache at the Iraqi 
embassy in Amman. The 


police arrested five Iraqi citi¬ 
zens including one woman in 
the past 10 days week who 
were allegedly involved in an 
attempt to assassinate Mr 
Taher. The Amman’s Pubiic' 
Prosecutor has started investi¬ 
gations on the case. 


Israeli conditions toughen 
US task on peace process/ 


By Rebecca Troonson 
JERUSALEM—A week before President 
Clinton is to meet Israeli and Palestinian 
leaders in a high-risk bid to revive the 
flagging Middle East peace process, the 
Israeli Cabinet this week imposed a nine- 
page list of conditions that it said the Pal¬ 
estinians must meet before Israel will 
hand over any more West Bank land. 

US officials said the Israeli action 
would make Clinton's task more diffi¬ 
cult. The administration has said the 
pullback is essential to its efforts to 
restart the deadlocked peace talks. “If 
yon focus on the negative and what the 
other side isn’t doing, there’s no end to 


it,” a US diplomat said. ‘^There's no way, : \ 
to create a partnership ..under, those 
circumstances.” - - 

Palestinian officials also rejected the.-,.. 
Israeli conditions, which add specifics to 1, 
pledges made by the Palestinian Author¬ 
ity in a 1997 US-brokered agreement that 
led to Israel wrthdrawingitstroopsfrom 
the West Bank city of Hebron. . Ahmed . 
Tibi, an adviser to Palestinian Authority ' 
President Yasser Arafat,, accused Israel . 
of stalling the. peace process,'uhw]Uiiig-t6 ' 
give up more land to the Palestinians: 

“This is an excuse,” Tibi saitL; ^The ... 
Israeli government is trying - again.-, to 

Continued on page 2 ' 


On 3 November, Mr 
Taher. 55, .escaped 
unharmed • when 
attackers fired on him 
from a tourist car. A 
professional gunman 
fired a shot nsihg a 
silencer pistol as Mr. 

Taher was making his 
way to his office in 
the morning, the bullet 
hit the column of the - 
car’s left door, the 
attacker was targeting 
the head of. thts_ 
diplomat. . 

The sources added 
that the mother-in-law 
of the diplomat is also 
allegedly involved in 
the case. Investiga-. 
tions unveiled that the 
woman, who is living 
in Iraq instigated the -Mr Taker 
son of Mr Taher, 

Sameer, 21. to participate in ' In 
the planning of the attack. da 

investigations revealed that Ni 

the mother-in-law made a deal raj 

with Qassem Al Rajehi, 30 to rei 
kill Mr R3heem for a fixed 
sum of money. a a 

The source added that Al Al 

Rajehi who is the main sus : 
pect in the case is a veteran 



Iraqi officer who came to Jor¬ 
dan with his brother last 
November tol carry out the 
mission, but failed. Both 
returned to Iraq. . 

Ten days before the 
attempt on the 3 November 
Al Rajehi again came to Jor- 

Continued on page 2 


Jerusalem office of the-Amer¬ 
ican . Jewish Committee. 
“Mystical people are saying 
Israel is under a. curse. Others 
say a national depression is 
causing our senior security 
people to not be concentrating 
on what they're doing. 

And others think it’s all a 
coincidence ” 

' The case of Yehuda' Gil, the 
former Mossad official who 
fed the. government false 
information about Syria for 
up'to 20 years, has hit home 
with special force in a nation 
whose intelligence services— 
especially the Mossad. its for¬ 
eign operations branch—are 
viewed with something akin 
..to reverence.. Alpbef and 1 other 
~ analysts of Israeli' military 
and security affairs say the 
country’s shock over the case 
has focused attention on fac¬ 
tors that mayliave contributed 
to the recent setbacks, ranging 
from changes; occurring in 
Israeli society to specific failr. 
ings within the Mossad. To 
begin. with, seven} analysts 
said, in an era of peacemaking 
between Israel, and its neigh¬ 
bors. fe.wer of. the nation’s 
brightest young . people are 
drawn to careers in the intelli¬ 
gence and military services, 
reduring-the piol of available 
talent <For thoie who do sign 
up, their job? may seem less 
cnictai—and glamorous— 
ithari hi years post. Reserve 
soldiers also often try to skip 
out of their annual duty, a 
shirking of national responsi¬ 
bility that once would have 
been unthinkable in Israel. 

“These are all transforma¬ 
tions in Israeli society, and 
some of them-are inevitable 
because of the peace process 
and greater prosperity here,’’ 
said Alpher, a former senior 
official with the Mossad. “But 
they may be influencing fac¬ 
tors" in the recent problems 
affecting the military and 
intelligence services. Trou¬ 
bles . • inside the ‘. Mossad 
itself—from recruitment fail¬ 
ures- to lax supervision' of 
agents and operators—also 
have played a role in the Gil 
affair and the.agency’s bun¬ 
gled attempt in. Jordan in Sep¬ 
tember to assassinate Khaled 
Meshaal, a leader of the 
Islamic group Hamas. 

. . Continued on page 2 
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By Michael Peel 

FENNER BROCKWAY, socialist and 
pacifist, once described Speakers' Cor¬ 
ner, the triangle of asphalt in London’s 
Hyde Park, as an “inbuilt cathedral of 
freedom, the Mecca of free speech, of 
eloquence for the expression of all 
views”. 

Speakers’ Corner today offers a less 
fulfilling spiritual experience. It is 
dominated by preachers who harangue 
the crowds and insult each other. Most 
of the present generation of Hyde Park 
speakers shun reasoned 
argument in favour of 
he 11 fire rhetoric. They _____ 
make no attempt to 
engage their mainly tour- ww 
ist audiences in debate; 
the Nation of Islam's rep- I—< p 
resentative even surrounds 1 * 
himself with unsmiling 
bodyguards who seem to 
look straight through the 
crowd. 

It must be a perplexing and disap¬ 
pointing sight for visiting Chinese and 
Russians who were inspired at a dis¬ 
tance by stories of Speaker’ Comer as 
the symbol of free expression by ordi¬ 
nary people. They would find it hard to 


The lost voice of public speaking 


Worm 

Report 


believe that the British government 
was once so concerned about the politi¬ 
cal activity in Hyde Park that it closed 
Speakers' Corner during the 1926 gen¬ 
eral strike. 

- Speakers' Corner had 

r -v provided a line of com- 
munication between 
ordinary people with a 
-j sBay point to make and their 
a peers. It spawned imi- 
I'wf' rations in countries 

t where Hyde Park's his¬ 

tory as a forum for dis¬ 
sent was admired. 

In 1855. a 150.000- 
slrong protest against 
Lord Grosveno's Sun¬ 
day trading bill ended in a riot, causing 
Karl Marx to note that the English rev¬ 
olution had begun in Hyde Park. 

Eleven years later, railings were torn 
down along nearby Park Lane follow¬ 
ing an unauthorized meeting of the 
Reform League, which was campaign¬ 


ing Tor a site in London to be set aside 
for demonstrations and public speak¬ 
ing. The league continued to hold mass 
meetings by Marble Arch until Speak¬ 
ers' Corner was established there in 
1872. 

The corner attracted the attention of 
the powerful, and of those who wanted 
to seize power. Vladimir Lenin and his 
wife improved their English by listen¬ 
ing to the orators. A tew years after the 
Russian revolution. Stanley Baldwin, 
the UK prime minister, and Austen 
Chamberlain, the foreign secretary, 
were spotted at Marble Arch in the 
crowd surrounding Frank Ridley, the 
socialist historian. 

The comer enjoyed its heyday in the 
years immediately before and after the 
second world war. Then, according to 
Ridley, "literally millions of people 
from all over the world first acquired 
basic ideas about politics, economics 
and religion from visits to Marble 
Arch.". 


The orators had to compete fiercely 
for people’s attention. One man would 
hold forth from the top of a lamp-post. 

Another would skim his cap across the 
heads of his listeners if he thought 
attention was waning. Other speakers , 
engaged the. audience in rapid-fire 
questioning. r . .. . 

Lord Soper, the Methodist minister 
and socialist, was . an acknowledged 1 
master of audience manipulation. Peter. 

Dawkins, former president of the Asso¬ 
ciation of Speakers’ Chibs, which 
teaches public speaking, says: “There 
was an argument in the 1950s when, 
they were going to allow Shnday open- . 
ing of shops. Lord Soper started off 
sayingr T don’tbelieve.’ Here was a 
preacher saying: ‘1 don’t believe.’ Peo¬ 
ple stopped. Then five seconds later he 
said: ‘In the Sunday, opening of shops,’ 
and he had go t his audience.” 

Lord Soper also feasted on headers. ■ ... -=-;—:--—:- 

Lemnand jus w#e saw the comer as essential to improve 
Continued on page 3 English . . 
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Although it brought the country 
to a halt, latest snow fail proves 
to be a blessing in disguise 



AMMAN <Star)—The snow 
blizzard that swept across 
most regions in Jordan during 
Sunday and Monday paralysed 
activity in Amman and the 
other govemorates and 
blocked many roads leading to 
the capital. Most people were 
unable to reach their work and 
some were strandard on high¬ 
ways. in buses and cars. Gov¬ 
ernment departments were 
open but many employees 
were unable to reach their 
work. Also exams of colleges 
and community faculties were 
postponed. 

The heavy rain started Sun¬ 
day with temperatures drop¬ 


ping to below zero degree 
Celsius at night. During the 
day. temperatures rose to a 
maximum or six.degrees, hut 
the weather was cloudy and 
foggy. 

The snowstorm which was 
the first to hit the Kingdom 
this w-intcr. subsided on Mon¬ 
day afternoon. But the Depart¬ 
ment of Mcternlogy forecast 
more rain showers and 
warned or frost formation 
Tuesday and Wednesday. 

Civil Defence Dept., offi¬ 
cers dealt with about 111 
accidents, including rescue 
operations for people 
besieged by the snow hut no 
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major casualties occurred. 
However 56 car accidents 
were reported because of slip¬ 
pery icy roads. 

CDD officials were.prompt 
in dealing with such emer¬ 
gency cases and used bulldoz¬ 
ers to remove the snow'on the 
roads. They reported that 
roads in different regions 
were either completely or par¬ 
tially hlncked by snow and 
did their ulmosjL'io make the 
traffic move easily and safely. 

Civil- Aviation Authority 
officials, reported that some 
planes were unable to land in 
Amman nirpori and thus were 
diverted to the southern Red 
Sea Resort of Aqaba. 

But officials of the 
Royal Jordanian stud 
that Queen Alia airport 
was noL closed and 
most (lights took off 
on schedule. But there 
were some delays 
because some passen¬ 
gers were unable to 
arrive at the airport in 
time. 

The average rainfall 
reached about 50 per¬ 
cent in all- regions, 
though in Tafeileh. 
Madaba and Ramtha it 
was lower. The Mete- 
rology Dept., expected 
the weather, which 
began to stabilize. 
Monday, to remain 
under the effect of the 


depression till Friday. 
Weather men forecast that it 
will remain partially cloudy 
with a chance of frost in hilly 
areas. . : 

For children, show is fun. 
Despite the freezing weather, 
■they went out playing and 
throwing snow bails at each 
other and many people were 
just watching the scene of the 
white blanket which covered 
most parts of the kingdom. 

For farmers, the snow and 
the heavy rains promise a 
good harvest. The water 
reserves increased tremen¬ 
dously after a tough winter 
this year. The dams' reserve 
reached about MO million 
cubic meters, according to Dr 
Zafer Al Alem, deputy gen¬ 
eral secretary in the Jordan 
Valley Authority. He adds 
that the latest snow and rain 
falls will have a positive 
effect on surface and under¬ 
ground water. ■ 


k. W 


French Foreign Minister visits 
Kingdom , discusses peace process 


HIS MAJESTY King Hussein 
received French Foreign Min¬ 
ister Mr Hubert Vedrine at 
the Royal Court. Monday. 
Discussions centered on 
means to upstart the stale¬ 
mated peace process. His visit 
was part of a regional tour 
and a French efTort to move I 
the peace process forward. 
The Foreign Minister also 
met HBH Crown Prim**' Ha«- 
san. During his trip he mef 
with Planning Foreign Minis¬ 
ter Dr Rima Khalaf and 
signed an FF SO million as a 
soft loan to Jordan. About FF 
40 million of this will go to 
financing a water treatment 
treatment project in north 
Jordan, and the rest to 
finance other projects in the 
Kingdom. ■ 



US Seeks 
Backing in 
latest face-off 
with Iraq 

Continued from page 1 

Although Ritter's team was 
thwarted, other inspectors 
were able to conduct their 
work in Baghdad Tuesday. 
Unlike last fall. UN officials 
allowed the other missions to 
proceed. When Iraq expelled 
American inspectors last 
October, the United Nations 
shuL down other operations as 
well, arguing that Saddam 
could not determine the com¬ 
position of inspection teams. 


LA Times-Washington 
Post tXews Service 


Investigations continue in failed 
assassination attempt in Amman 


The fingertip sensor, the high-tech 
version of ‘Open Sesame’ 


SIEMENS RESEARCHERS 
in Munich-Periach have now- 
succeeded in developing a 
•‘fingertip sensor" which rec- 
ogniz.es and evaluates the 
characteristic patterns of a 
fingerprint in a very short 
space of time. The registra¬ 
tion of a fingerprint only 
!.iko ihr.nl lull .i second. The 
scnsoi ■' based on CMOS 
technology as used for the 
manufacture or integrated cir¬ 
cuits offers a simple and con¬ 
venient mode of identification 
with which for example chip 
cards computers cars and 
mobile telephones can be 
fitted. 

In addition, by using the 
fingertip sensor one can be 
sure that identification only 
lakes place in a context of 
one’s own choosing, and that 
one's data arc not passed on 
to some anonymous main¬ 
frame system elsewhere. 

The sensor is based on 
CMOS technology as used for 


the manufacture of integrated 
circuits. Since it is extremely 
small and fiat, it can be easily- 
integrated in a chip card. This 
means that simply holding the 
card in one’s hand guarantees 
its proper use. 

The sensor's surface reso¬ 
lution comes to 50 um or 500 
dpi. so that it complies with 
all currently prevailing stan¬ 
dards tor fingerprint- 
recognition systems. It can 
recognize about 50 shades of 
gray. An A/D convener 
makes the image data availa¬ 
ble in digital form at the sen¬ 
sor output. 

The new fingertip sensor 
from Siemens offers a simple 
and convenient mode of iden¬ 
tification that can be con¬ 
trolled by the use in the 
future computers. cars, 
mobile telephones and front 
doors etc. may very well be 
fitted with fingertip sensors. 

The reliable identification 
of a person is a difficult prob¬ 


lem. it is essential to ensure 
that only authorized users 
have access, for example, to 
cash dispensers, sensitive 
areas of a company, or to par¬ 
ticipation in electronic com¬ 
merce on the Internet. Best 
suited to this purpose are bio¬ 
metrical techniques which 
register immutable physical 
attributes, c.g. a person's 
manner of speaking, the 
arrangement of facial fea¬ 
tures. the way in which he 
signs his name, the reflection 
of the retina, and many oth¬ 
ers. Fingerprints in particular 
have long been considered an 
unmistakable and unfalsifia- 
blc identifying feature. On a 
fingerprint area of I00mm2 
an average of 12 characteris¬ 
tic patterns arc found, on the 
basis of which a person can 
be identified beyond doubt. 

Nevertheless, the recording 
and evaluation of fingerprints 
has been a laborious process 
requiring expensive equip¬ 


ment. Now Siemens research¬ 
ers in Munich-Periach have 
succeeded in developing a 
“fingertip sensor" which rec¬ 
ognizes and evaluates the 
characteristic patterns of a 
fingerpoint in a very short 
space of time. The registra¬ 
tion of a fingerpoint takes 
only half a second. An evalua¬ 
tion logarithm identifies the 
specific patterns from the 
image of the fingerprint and 
compares the information thus 
obtained directly with the fea¬ 
tures stored, for example, in 
the computer or board system 
of a car. Only if the finger¬ 
print matches wifi the com¬ 
puter allow the car to start by 
releasing the locking system. 

The great advantage for the 
user is the extreme ease of 
application since no more ID 
numbers of passwords have to 
he memorized in order to 
identify onesell as the legiti¬ 
mate. ■ 
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Continued from page 1 

dan. alone, using a fake pass¬ 
port under the name of Adnan 
Ju far. 

In Amman. Al Rajehi met 
with an Iraqi peddler, he 
made a deal with him to par¬ 
ticipate in the attack for an 
undisclosed • amount -, ,-of 
money. The peddler's role 
wnc m drive a rented car in 
the attack. 

Both watched the home of 
Mr Taher in Um Otheina, 
west Amman. Sameer. the son 
of the diplomat, acted as a lia- 
son. informing both suspects 
about his father's steps by the. 
phnne. 

On the day of the attempted 
assassination hoih suspects 


knew that Mr Taher will 
leave the house at around 7 
am to drop his youngest son 
to school. Al Rajehi was sil¬ 
ling beside the driver when 
the diplomat switched his car 
ignition. Lhe assailant's car 
moved closer then'AI Rajehi 
fired'a bullet from Jifs 9,'lftm 
pistol targeting the, head' .of ‘ 

<Mr Taher. the bulftt missed 
and hit the column of the left. 
door. 

Another Iraqi citizen is 
allegedly Involved in the plan 
for the attack, he is working 
in Amman as a mechanic. 

, Minister of State for Infor¬ 
mation Affairs. Dr Samir 
Mutaweh said that the 
arrested five Iraqi citizens 


' confessed to the attack, after 
i. the authorities seized the tool 
of the crime, a 9mm pistol. 

The Minister said after the' 
regular meeting of the Cabi¬ 
net, Tuesday, that investiga¬ 
tions disclosed that no politi- 

- cal reasons were behind the 
. attack, but' it was related*-to' 

- strong V family- "and * financial : 
l rn»Him\IiivfcstIeatiohs'SrtMtr 

that the attacker shot at the 
1 diplomat from his private 9 
mm pistol, which was later, 
seized by the police... 

Mr Mutaweh said that most 
of . the arrested suspects 
entered the country with fake 
documents and some of them 
were living in the country for 
' a long time. 


Informed sources said that 
Amman's Public Prosecutor 
Mr Mohammad Al Horahsheh 
is preparing the list of 
charges against the suspects 
based on their confession dur¬ 
ing investigations. Mr Harah- 
sheh is expected to charge Al 
‘‘‘Rajehi .anil the driver with the 
j ajtempt ir bf 1 flrfimfid ilat ed mur- 
■ cferr.thfe mechanic with assis¬ 
tance. and the mother-in-law. 
the Prosecutor charged with 
provocations: Al Rajehi's 
brother will be charged with 
hiding the plans to kill. 

The Public Prosecutor is 
now investigating the son of 
A] Taher. Sources expect 
more surprises in the coming 






Soul-searching Israelis 
wonder about Mossad 


Continued from page 1 

The two setbacks have 
helped tarnish the image of an 
agency that has long enjoyed 
the overwhelming support of 
Israel's public and politicians. 
That may not be all bad. 
Yossi Mefman. an Israeli 
expert in military and intelli¬ 
gence issues, said it is high 
time that Israelis adopt a more 
skeptical, realistic attitude 
toward their intelligence ser¬ 
vices. The occasional failures 
should he publicized along 
with the successes, he argued. • 

But the Gil affair is likely 
to cause at least temporary 
credibility problems for the 
Mossad in its dealings with 
foreign intelligence agencies. 
Me I man said, strengthening 
what he described as existing 
assumptions that its analyses 
arc sometimes skewed to 
serve Israel's political aims. 

“That doesn’t mean that 
agencies like the CIA won't 
continue to meet with the 
Mossad. but they will prob¬ 
ably be more suspicious of its 
information," said Melman. 
the author of several books 
ahoui Israel's intelligence 
services. 

The recent troubles may 
also have done damage to any 
deterrent capability that the 
Mossad's image and reputa¬ 
tion has on foreign groups or 
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governments seeking to harm 
Israel. 

“If the mystique fs dam¬ 
aged, it’s likely to create more 
daring aspirations on the other 
side.” Melman said. 

Of perhaps equal concern, 
in the aftermath of the 
Meshaal attack, a furious King 
Hussein forced Israel to reveal 
previously secret details of its 
covert operations, including 
the weapon its agents used to 
spray a deadly chemical into 
Meshaal’s ear, and the toxin’s 
antidote. 

Meshaal has recovered from 
Lhe attack, which also ted to 
Israel's release of dozens of 
Arab prisoners, including its 
most prized political prisoner, 
Hamas leader Sheikh Ahmed 
Yassin. 

Analysts say the recent, fail¬ 
ures point to a need for 
stricter standards, more super¬ 
vision and other changes in 
the Mossad. but they say it is 
far from certain that these will 
occur. Israeli leaders. have 
proven reluctant to push 
through such reforms in the 
past, and the government of 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu is considered 
unlikely to be an exception. 

For the moment, the gov¬ 
ernment is awaiting the con¬ 
clusions of two panels investi¬ 
gating the incidents. A 
parliamentary committee on 
Israel's secret services is scru- 


■ linizing the Gil affair and is \ mencs. he faked reports sug- 


expected to release its find¬ 
ings within two weeks, 
according to lawmaker Yossi 
Sarid. who serves:, on the 
committee. 

A three-member commis¬ 
sion, appointed by (he gov¬ 
ernment, also is close to com¬ 
pleting its investigation into 
the - attempt to assassinate 
Meshaal. 

Top Mossad officials, 
including agency head Danny 
Yatom, have, been warped 
that they could be hurt by its 
conclusions. 

The ramifications of the 
Gil case are significant. - 

“We have had corruption 
problems and operational fail¬ 
ures in the Mossad before." 
said Ron Ben-Yishai, a mili¬ 
tary and intelligence analyst 
for the daily Yediai Aharanot. 
“But here for the first time, 
we have a case that touches 
the foundations of the Mos¬ 
sad—its information- 

gathering role— and shows 
fraud there." 

* For many years, Gil rwas 
lhe top . Mossad .official, 
responsible for monitoring 
Syria.. Even after hiis retire¬ 
ment in 1989. he stayed on as. 
a consultant. to the agency 
because he was considered to 
have, an excellent .‘source in 
the Syrian militaiy-For years, 
according to media accounts 
and various official assess- 


gesting that President Hafez 
Assad was not committed to 
peace negotiations with 
Israel. - 

Gil, who is on trial behind 
closed-doors- in Tel Aviv, is 
charged with fraud, embezzle¬ 
ment and passing information 
with the intention of under¬ 
mining state security; 

. He has pleaded innocent to 
.the charges...despite reports 
that he confessed to many of 
the specifics shortly after his 
arrest in November.'' 

Gil’s Attorney, Yigal Sha- 
ptra. dispute* that any fabri¬ 
cation occurred during Gil's 
earlier stint with the Mossad. 
saying that his client only 
wanted to prove himself when 
he "was called back to the 
agency after his retirement. 

Shapira said Gi | “recycled” 
old reports when pressed for 
new ; information . from his 
Syrian source and never 
intended to harm the stale. 

Israeli officials have said 
the false information contrib- 
. tiled to .tensions between -the 
two states in August .1996 
■ when the Syrians moved 
troops to the Israeli border, 
lending credence to the idea 
that Syria was planning an 
offensive on the Israeli-held 
Golan Heights. 

LA. ZTwer- Washington Post 
■. News Service 
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An unconventional 
report on Jordanian 
news and views edited 
by Marwan Al Asmar 


Why don't you go home to the 
family since you are not join¬ 
ing the Jim! 




Normalization forever! 

■ The Social Security Corp. (SSC) has decided to 
throw in the towel and submit to normalization. Its Exec¬ 
utive Council has decided to buy shares in a Jordanian 
companies that already Israeli share participation of half 
a million dinars. The SSC’s investment is JD 1.5 mil¬ 
lion. The company which is registered in the Ministry of 
Trade and Industry and is to have its headquarters in 
Amman, has a capital of JD 3.5 million. The corpora¬ 
tion’s participation is creating quite a stir. General Sec¬ 
retary of the AI Mustqbal Party. Sulieman Arar 
denounced the latest decision. While former IAF deputy 
Abdel Mounim Abu Zum and Muslim Brotherhood 
spokesman Jamil Abu Baker are equally scathing. And 
talking about the possibility of more joint ventures, the 
latest comes from the Israeli side. It has already put for¬ 
ward the suggestion of building a join fun fair in AI 
Baqoura. 

Consumer awareness 

A very interesting study carried out recently by the Con¬ 
sumer Protection Society proves that Jordanians are a 
poor lot when it comes to product awareness. The study 
found that S4 percent of those polled don’t read the pro¬ 
duction and expiry dates of the products they buy. But 
statistics reveal more. Around 65.3 percent don’t read 
the contents item of the product that is bought while 52.2 
percent don’t read the company name. Also 55 percent 
don’t read the specifications of the products or whether 
it contains such things as preservatives or colorings; and 
naturally 58 percent don’t read the weights of the 
producL 

Telephone changes 

■ This time its in the Abdali area. The Third Abdalli tel¬ 
ephone exchange will be operational by the end of the 
month and will cover Al Abdalli. Interior Circle. Jabal 
Al Hussein up to the Firas Circle. Shmeisani. a part of 
Al Nuzha and the area between the University Road and 
Wasfi Al Tal Street. This means tfiat there, will be .a 
transfer of all the telephone numbers that begin with 66 
and 67 from the old. Abdalli exchange to the-new one. In ■ 
addition, all the telephone numbers that start with 60. 69. 
68 will be changed. Also 5 will be added to the phone 
numbers that start with 60. 66, 67. 68, 69 making them 
of seven digits. Also three digits—562—will be added 
on to the numbers that start with 70. 

Illiteracy 

■ We in Jordan have probably one of the highest liter¬ 
acy rate in the world. Statistics show that the illiteracy 
rate in the country is as low as 12 percent. Officials 
expect this to decrease as low as eight percent by the 
year 2000. 

The budget 

■ The 1998 budget is currently being discussed in the 
Lower House. In last Sunday's session only seven depu¬ 
ties spoke. The sessions for Monday and Thursday were 
cancelled because of the bad weather. It was resumed 
again. buL no doubt it will continue this week. The bud¬ 
get has already been discussed by the Finance Commit¬ 
tee of the Lower House which it recommended to the 
government that it must take into account die issue of 
transparency with regards to privatization, the high cost 
of living and providing solutions to the issue of poverty. 

Fire in Zerqa 

■ A fuel depot was burnt down in Zerqa as a result of a 
huge fire that erupted in the early hours of Tuesday 
morning, leading to its destruction. The fire spread and 
damaged some of the adjacent shops that sold spareparts. 
Firefighters from Amman and Zerqa as well as members 
of the Armed Forces took part in the three-hour effort to 
put out the fire. Extensive damage was incurred to the 
depot and shops that were located in a densely-populated 
area of the city. 

Education in the frying pan 

■ Minister of Education. Dr Munthir Al Masri said that 
his ministry was able to identity more than 100 forged 
educational certificates in 1997. He said that most of 
these belonged to Jordanian students abroad; only one or 
two of these certificates originated locally. The minister 
added that alt these certificates are now in the hands of 
the security authorities. 

Night club removed 

■ The Greater Amman Municipality has revoked a 
license for a night club near the King Abdallah Gardens. 
According to Amman Mayor Dr Mamdouh Al Abbadi. 
the reason for such action was to do with the fact that the 
club was too near AI Faiha mosque. 


• Managing Director of Petra Engineering Indus¬ 
tries, Mr Osama Hussein, is heading a delegation to 
the United States of America to participate in the 
annual Ashrae Exp.. This is the largest and -most 
important HVAC (Heating, Ventilation and. air 
Conditioning) exhibition in the USA. Over 1600 
major companies wifi be exhibiting their products 
on 30,000 square meters in san Francisco between 
19-21 January 1998 for 18,090 international, and 
American visitors. 

Petra Engineering Industries, a- leading ..com¬ 
pany In the manufacture of quality air conditioning 
and refrigeration equipment in the Middle East, is 
one of a. few Arab companies that- are participating 
in this significant event. Hus is not tie first' time 
for Petra to exhibit.Us products in; such;interna¬ 
tional shows- The last exhibition was in October 
1997, where Petra displayed its new products at the 
Ekk Essen ‘97 event ha Germany. The fifck o also 
one of the most important animal events, in Europe, 
focusing on HVAC equipment, in which Petra-was 
the only Arab exhibitifitg company. 


Arafat’s visit to Jordan seen 
as way to advance peace 





AMMAN (Star)—His 

Majesty King Hussein 
received Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat on Tuesday. 
Both leaders reviewed efforts 
aimed to salvage the region's 
deadlocked peace peace pro¬ 
cess from the impasse that the 
rightwing Israeli government 
policies led to. and particu¬ 
larly those of the latest visit 
of American envoy Dennis 
Ross. 

King Hussein phoned Presi¬ 
dent Arafat in Ramallah last 
Friday and it was then that the 
Palestinian president decided 
to visit Jordan. Sunday. But 
due to the stormy weather in 
both Jordan and Palestine. Mr 
Arafat postponed his visit to 
Tuesday. 

During the meeting, 
attended by His Royal High¬ 
ness Crown Prince Hassan. 
the King reaffirmed Jordan's 
rejection of any unilateral 
Israeli steps that would para¬ 
lyze peace agreements signed 
with the Palestinians. 

The meeting between the 
King and Arafat establishes a 
common Jordanian- 

Palestinian position before 
Arafat's visit to Washington 
to attend a scheduled meeting 
with US President Clinton. 
Mr Arafat briefed King Huss¬ 
ein on his plans to meet with 
US President. 

Ross, who wrapped up a 
four-day visit last Friday, 
shuttled between Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
and Mr Arafat to try to pave 
the way for separate meetings 
they will have with Mr Clin¬ 
ton in 20 and 22 January . 

The two leaders also dis¬ 
cussed the recent political 
developments in Israel follow¬ 





ing the resignation or Israeli 
Foreign Minister David Levy, 
n critic of Netanyahu's peace 
policy with the Palestinians. 

Palestinian President 

briefed King Hussein on 
Ross's latest visit which Pal¬ 
estinian officials in Ramallah 
said failed to advance dead¬ 
locked Israeli -PLO peace 
talks. 

PLO officials said their 
relations with Jordan have 
been strained recently over 
what they said were Israeli 
attempts to involve the King¬ 
dom in the peace process 
without the Palestinian 
National Authority's 

knowledge. 

This summit provided the 
chance Tor the two leaders to 
review bilateral relations and 
showed that Jordanian- 


Palestinian relations * arc 
strong enough to stand in the 
face of all plots and attempts 
u» undermine them. 

Following his meeting with 
the King. President Arafat 
told Jordan Television that 
his meeting with the US pres¬ 
ident is the Inst chance to 
save the peace process.. • 

"I hope that President Clin¬ 
ton will he able to convince 
Netanyahu.” to move the 
peace process forward. Mr 
Arafat said. 

The Palestinian leader 
asked King Hussein to inten¬ 
sify his efforts to make the 
upcoming meeting with Presi¬ 
dent Clinton a success. 

The Palestinian leader 
added that he briefed the 
King on the obstacles the 
Israelis are creating that 


Impede progress in the peace 
process and delay the imple¬ 
mentation of the agreements 
signed between the two sides. 

The Israeli army redeploy¬ 
ment from rural areas in the 
West Bank, is among the 
major issues the Palestinians 
are demanding and which 
includes a safe passage 
between the Gaza Strip and 
the West Bank and the 
launching of a seaport and an 
airport in Gaza. 

Israel said that it will not 
carry oat the second stage of 
Israeli army withdrawal unless 
the PNA takes tough measures 
against Palestinian groups that 
oppose peace with Israel, 
especially the Islamic Resis¬ 
tance Movement (Hamas and 
the Islamic Jihad. ■ 


The spirit of Jordanian 
football is created by the fans 


Continued from page 1 

people to be waiting for us at 
the airport with rotten toma¬ 
toes, fortunately a kilo of 
tomatoes was very .expensive 
then. u As you.Jtnow the word 
Moss' doesn't exist in our,sup¬ 
porters" dictionary." Bahlouz 
continues. 

Youssef Abu Ghalia, the 
chief of the Jordanian Sup¬ 
porters League, and also the 
chief of AI Wehdat’s League 
said "members of the Al 
Wehdat League must be mem¬ 
bers of the club, we have 300 
supporters in the league 
alone.” 

For Mr Abu Ghalia five 
well-organized supporters are 


enough to encourage a team. 

"When we have a game 
outside the country, these five 
supporters, can whip up the 
support of many 4 others espe- 
I'tially-lhOse from the Jo Ata¬ 
man community and from out; 
''students 1 who arc studying 
abroad.” 

Also. AI Faisaly’s support¬ 
ers are no less enthusiastic 
about their team. 

"A I Faisaiy is the best team 
that’s why 1 have supported it 
for the last 17 years" said 
Jamal Abdallah one of the 
fans. 

This 32-ycar-old supporter 
claimed that his attitude to the 
other teams is friendly, but it 


is the supporters of their 
rivals that create the 
problems. 

In Jordan and specially dur- 
. ing the games of the two main 
teams—Al- Wehdat and Al 
Faisaiy—riots ^.prupeed 'more 
than once. 

Jeryas Tadros. the famous 
center-forward in Al Faisaiy 
and in the Jordan's national 
team and who was hospital¬ 
ized in the USA at the 
expense of His Majesty King 
Hussein, stressed the fact that 
there is lack of real 
supporters. 

'The majority of the people 
go to the stadium only for 
fun. and spend some of their 



Yousef Amouri holds the cup after Al Wihdat won the Premier League Championship, 
Saturday, at the Sports City. The beat Al Karmel 3-0. More than 35,000 watched the 
match. This is the 4th consecutive win for the team. 


Israeli conditions toughen 
US task on peace process 



ress oc 


Syrian media campaign leads 
to defence 

• 0 - The main issue that dominated the daily press last week 
was a counteiscrike against the Syrian media condemnation 
campaign of the Jordanian observer participation in the 
Mediterranean trilateral manoeuvres held last week, by Tur¬ 
key. Israel and the USA._’___ 

The Syrian press and tele- i _ ~ ___ 

vision quoted several Jar- 

danian columnists criticiz- 

ing the decision to v-'T' 

participate in these games . \ - -a??-:’ y ^ 

and one navy personnel .*■: 

who found the participation jjjMSHndfiwjngjjt - 

as serving no Jordanian in- . 

teresL ‘ V' 

Dr Fahd AI Fanek whose . 

article in Al RoT daily was : 

quoted, by Syrian relevi- . 

sion—particularly parts of 

bis article which says Jor- -': 

dan has no interest in at- 
tending these, games, for 

the simple reason that it is " jBBB^^BN^ - 
not a Mediterranean court- .. „ • , . 
try. is not a maritime nation 
and does not possess navy 

fleet... “if Jordan, accepted the invitation, then it was due to 
American.pressure." 

Two days later Dr Fanek criticized what he called the 
Syrian.exploitation of his article and the other articles and 
comments for their'vehement attack on Jordan. He said “[in 
airing our views) we were practicing our democratic right to 
pressure our government to cancel its decision.” 

BuL he aided, that if the Syrian media is happy with the 
ammunitions that we unintentionally provided, then the bad 
use of these ammunitions are making us stop criticizing the 
Jordanian step lest it be used “to throw mud on the-face of 
our counny.” 

The writer reminded the Syrian government about their 
alliance with a foreign country like Iran against an Arab 
country, which is Iraq, during the 10-year Gulf War in the 
1980s. He also reminded the Syrians of their 30-countiy 
participation in the OS-led ^Desert Storm" alliance during 
the second Gtilf War.which destroyed the strongest country 
inmodem Arab history: Iraq. - . • - ■ 

In comparison. Dr Al Fanek said, the attendance of a Jor¬ 
danian officer to the latest manoeuvres does nor. deserve to 
be mentioned. 

He also said the Syrian media could hunt our articles 
which oppose some of our government polices and deci¬ 
sions. they will find many because our country enjoys free¬ 
dom of expression which the Syrian press could hot enjoy, 
because it is not a fteo press. 

He coricludedthat we will not change oar point of view, 
we have one protest about the Jordanian observer to the ma¬ 
noeuvres.-but we have thousands of protests to the Syrian 
alliance with Iran, and we still feel the bitterness of the Syri¬ 
an participation, and the participation of others who attack 
Jordan today, in the alliance that was led by the US to elimi¬ 
nate the biggest and strongest Arab country [Iraq] for the 
sake of Israelis security and the domination of Arab oil. 


free time” said Tadros, who 
will be back to his position 
after Tour months when he 
recovers completely from the 
successful^ . surgical-, operation - 
‘on his ankle’ “f become upset 
especially when we plaY, 
against Al Wehdar. some sup¬ 
porters deliberately try to pro¬ 
voke me. so instead 1 do my 
best to score.” 

Dr Bassam Haroun, a pro¬ 
fessor in the Faculty of Sport 
in the University of Jordan 
divides the support into two 
sections: “first we have to , 
encourage the people to go to j 
the stadium by providing all 
the necessary facilities like 
the means of transport, good 
timing, a better protection 
inside the stadium.” 

“Second, we have the sup¬ 
port inside the stadium which 
depends on many factors, first 
the level of teams, if they play 
well it will positively affect 
the people,” he says. 

As Dr Haroun mentions 
there are always individualistic 
behavior that may lead to the 
anger of supporters and to riots. 

“If one player doesn't 
respect the rules or plays in a 
rough way, this will stir up 
the people, also we have the 
mistakes made deliberately or 
not by our referees." - 

So what is needed now? 
“We have to focus in our 
press and media on those peo¬ 
ple who only .make trouble 
and ask the police to appre¬ 
hend them up till the duration 
of the match; also we must 
respect penalties against our 
favorite team or players in a 
sporting spiriL” 

Perhaps Al Faisly defender 
Mohannad Mahadin puts it 
more aptly. “In the same 
match, supporters curse us 
when we don’t score, and 
cheer for us when we do.” ■ 


The lost voice of 


wuMEmmmm 


AX . T?!¥I il' **j.i 


Continued from page 1 
avoid implementing the 
(peace) agreements.” Tibi 
said the Palestinian Authority 
was preparing a similar list of 
Israeli violations. 

The Cabinet decision made 
official what Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu and 
other senior fsraeli officials 
have said for weeks—that 
they would, as Infrastructure 
Minister Ariel Sharon first 
suggested, tic Israel’s with¬ 
drawal from more West Bank 
land to Palestinian fulfillment 
of obligations spelled out in 
the Hebron agreement. 

In that accord, the Palestin¬ 
ians promised to finish revis¬ 
ing their notional charter, 
limit the size of their police 


force and work to fight terror¬ 
ism. Israel, in turn, said it 
would release Palestinian pris¬ 
oners and carry out the first 
step of a three-phase with¬ 
drawal from the West Bank by 
last March. All three phases 
were to be completed by mld- 
1998. 

Most of the demands in 
Tuesdays Cabinet decision 
dealt with Israel’s security 
concerns, a point underlined 
this week by a high state of 
alert by Israeli forces against 
possible attacks from militant 
Islamic groups. On Tuesday, 
the third day of alert, extra 
police ’ and soldiers were 
deployed nationwide, espe¬ 
cially in Jerusalem and Tel 
Aviv, to guard against possi¬ 


ble attacks. 

Netanyahu told reporters 
Tuesday that the Cabinet deci¬ 
sion was not an “ultimatum,” 
but a matter of honoring past 
agreements. "We arc fulfilling 
all of our commitments and 
we expect that the Palestin¬ 
ians will fulfill theirs” the 
Israeli leader said before 
meeting with former Secre¬ 
tary of State George Shultz. 

But US officials, pointing 
to the overdue troop pull¬ 
backs. say neither side has 
kept all its promises under the 
peace agreements. 

Coming just a week before 
Clinton is due to meet, in 
Washington with both Netan¬ 
yahu and Arafau the Cabinet 
action also appeared aimed at 


shoring up Netanyahu's sup¬ 
port among those members of 
his coalition who most 
' staunchly oppose further con¬ 
cessions to the Palestinians. ' 
US officials have said Clin¬ 
ton hopes 'to push the dead¬ 
locked peace process forward. 
He is expected to urge Netan¬ 
yahu to carry out the .next- 
redeployment quickly ■' and. 
Arafat to cooperate more 
closely with Israel in the fight 
against terrorism. Netan¬ 
yahu's meeting with Clinton-' 
is scheduled for 20 January, 
with Arafat following lilm to 
the White House on 22 lanu- 


j LA Times-Wasktngion Post 
News Service 


Continued from page 1 

Sharley McLean, who used to 
speak^/rom the Hyde Park Gays 
and Sapphics platform, says: 
“Somebody, might say: *1 have 
been to university, and I have 
got an-honours degree* Soper 
would look at him arid say:'You 
have been educated beyond 
your capacity’” 

There are few. signs of such 
wit and subtlety in Hyde Park 
today. The handfol of speakers 
who address non-religious sub¬ 
jects generally lack charisma, 
and most of the heckling is 
crude. The days are long gone 
when the politically ambitious, 
such as Walter Padley. a minis¬ 
ter in tee 1964 Labour govern¬ 
ment, improved their-oratory at 
Speakers' Corner. Padley's suc¬ 
cessors recognised they could 
reach a wider ^ucfienco through 
broadcast media. However, it is 
not as if Britons have-suddenly 
lost the willingness or ability to’ 
speak m public: 

Valerie Mitchell, director- 
general of the English Speaking 
Union, says most young people 
have an aptitude for public 
speaking, although those at state 
schools often have lew opportu¬ 
nities to do so. Teaching of tee 
written language takes priority.. 

The ESU runs programmes to .. 
offer the chance tor children 
from, a wide variety of back¬ 
grounds to learn how to express 
themselves better in public. 
“Whenycm take publfospeaking 
to 14-year-olds, the techniques 
are grasped immediately,”'says 
MitchelL .. 

“There are people who-caii 
stand up and have-charisma 1 find 
draw a crowd. That’s something 
that’s almost beyond teaching.’’ 
Mitchell adds teat politicians are- 
not a good advert for public , 
speaking she says their reliance 
on written scripts and Autocues 
makes their speeches passion¬ 
less arid unexciting. - 
The uniformity and stalenesS of 
politics as practised at Westmin¬ 
ster have served to dull the 


enthusiasm of some potential 
. speakers. “I think it was differ¬ 
ent in the 1930s and 1940s after 
the Great Depression.” says 
Dawkins. During those turbulent 
times, people felt they , had an 
opportunity to induce profound 
changes. 

These days, people rarely use 
Speakers* Comer to raise issues 
which they feel are not 
addressed in parliament. They 
realise that speeches and mass 
meetings usually attract scam 
media coverage, so they hold 
direct action protests instead. 

Tins has allowed the media to 
dismiss Speakers' Comer as 
.irrelevant Some writers have 
argued that the comer is now a 
mere relic, because the freedoms, 
it symbolises are . well 
entrenched. The South China 
Morning Post recently con¬ 
cluded that Hong Kong did not 
need a Speakers'Comer, adding; 
“A free society should not need 
to designate a small comer for 
people to speak their minds 
because they should be free to 
do so anywhere.” 

■ Certainly there is little at 
Speakers* Comer today to 
inspire visitors. The preachers 
.set up their platforms because it 
is one of the few public places 
in London where they can hope 
for a good audience. But mast 
of the Sunday afternoon crowd 
come because they hope to see 
the Speakers' Comer of old; 
fe>v people are interested in the 
many billboards which pro¬ 
claim the . shortcomings of 
humankind arid the imminence 
of plague and damnation. 

The place once renowned as 
a forum for the free exchange 
of diverse views is now domi¬ 
nated by speakers who deal 
only m absolute certainties, not 
. in the arts or argument As one 
Christian speaker pur It: “It’s 
His truth. Not your truth or my 
truth. My job is to tell you that 
truth,” ■ 
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Our Say. . . 


Putting an end to Algeria’s blood-bath 

SINCE THE beginning of Ramadan and the new year, hundreds of Algerian villag¬ 
ers have been massacred in cold blooded rituals that have shocked the world With 
no end in sight to the blood-bath, the number of innocent casualties is rising by the 
day—in one incident alone it was reported that 400 people, the entire population of 
one village in the western Relizane Province, were butchered. 

For the Algerian people, this nightmare has been going on for almost six years, 
ever since general elections results were revoked leading to a militant confrontation 
between government forces and a number of Muslim fundamentalist groups. The 
bloody conflict has claimed the lives of over 65,000 Algerians so far. 

In the absence of a serious dialogue paving the way for a political settlement, Al¬ 
geria's killing Fields will continue to dominate the life of Algerians for many years 
to come. Caught in the middle of this horrific showdown are the people of this large 
and important Arab country, many of whom have perished because of their senti¬ 
ments towards party or the other. 

After years of watching from the sidelines, the Europeans have now decided to 
send a delegation to initiate dialogue with the central government. The Algerian 
government, through Foreign Minister Ahmed Attaf. has announced that it will al¬ 
low the European delegation to visit, but rejected any foreign intervention in the vi¬ 
olence. Attaf denied his government had agreed to an inquiry into the massacres. 

The Arab side too could not intervene in what the government in Algeria consid¬ 
ers as an internal matter. But is the deliberate and consistent liquidation of intellec¬ 
tuals, politicians, businessmen, fanners and workers in this country of 26 million a 
local affair? 

It is clear that both sides to the confrontation are bent on destroying each other. 
The government, backed by the military, has used the crisis to settle scores with its 
political opponents. As such its human rights record is riddled with violations. 

Similarly, the mainstream Islamist movement, the FIS. has lost control of the 
many splinter groups that have nin wild in the countryside spreading tenor and 
mayhem. 

But it is not all black and white. There are sinister forces at work. Victims have 
accused the military of carrying out some of the massacres, while others confirmed 
that radical Muslims stand behind their ordeals. At any rate, it is clear that Algeria’s 
blood-bath does not promise to end soon as rouge operators on both sides take 
charge of fulfilling .their,death.missions. -!"■■. ■; ••• 

The Arab world cannot ignore any longer the Algerian tragedy, if the Europeans 
have managed, to overcome their differences and decided to initiate contacts with 
the government, then the Arabs can do the same. In fact the Algerian situation of¬ 
fers an opportunity for Europe and the Arabs to work together to find a solution to a 
crisis that is a threat to them both. ■ 


Sectarian bloodshed in Pakistan 


LAHORE—The sectarian at¬ 
tack that killed and maimed 
dozens in this troubled Punjab 
capital city last Sunday morn¬ 
ing is a continuation of the 
bloody frenzy that swept Paki¬ 
stan last year. 

The year 1997 was the 

Moodiest in the 50-year histo¬ 
ry of Pakistan, with an unprec¬ 
edented number of people 
across the Punjab province 

falling victim to the violence. 
Sunday's killings take the offi¬ 
cial toll in sectarian killings to 
ahoul 150 in the past 12 

months. 

Official figures put the 

death toll in Pakistan's most 
populous province last year at 
122. far greater than any pre¬ 
vious year, while unofficial 
estimates claim over 170 peo¬ 
ple died in sect-motivated 
clashes in (he 12 months. 

Just two weeks ago. some 
of the country's most wanted 


terrorists escaped from police 
custody. Government fears 
that because of their escape, 
the spectre of sectarian vio¬ 
lence may revisit with a great¬ 
er vengeance in 1998, have 
chillingly come true. 

Academics have been em¬ 
phasising (hat tougher laws 
and greater vigilance alone 
will not put the sectarian genie 
back into the bottle. Unless 
harmony and tolerance is 
brought back to inter-sect rela¬ 
tions. the killings will contin¬ 
ue. they have been stressing. 
And how right they have been 
proved. Despite a crackdown 
on wanted criminals and pro¬ 
claimed offenders, and en¬ 
hanced police vigilance at re¬ 
ligious sites, the country is 
back to square one. 

Usually the sectarian clash¬ 
es. attacks and counter-attacks 
involve the Sunni and Shia 
groups. But recent develop¬ 


ments portend dangerous 
trends. 

The patterns of killings, 
which emerged in the past 12 
months, took a new and more 
dangerous turn, when the hith¬ 
erto uninvolved Barailvi sect- 
of Sunnis, a majority in Paki¬ 
stan. was dragged into the 
sectarian fray. 

The clashes, which broke 
out in Multan three months 
ago between the proponents of 
two sects from the majority 
Sunni community, the Deo- 
bandis and Barailvis. added a 
new element to the country's 
sectarian strife. 

Until then the sectarian vio¬ 
lence in Punjab hjd involved 
militants from 

the Sunni and minority Shia 
communities, claiming hun¬ 
dreds of lives in the last one 
decade. ■ 
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Notes from the Levant 


Post blizzard contemplations 
Trials and tribulations in 

Netanyahu era 



By Osama El-Sherif 

THE EASTERN Mediterranean region has 
been blanketed by a carpet of snow extend¬ 
ing from central Turkey to the southern 
hamlets of Jordan. The one-day blizzard 
brought life to a stand-still in the countries 
of the region, it was a peaceful pause, al¬ 
beit a deceptive one. Underneath the idyl¬ 
lic landscape of this ancient land, lay the 
embers of tension and turmoil. 

In Israel, the right-wing government of 
Benjamin Netanyahu has survived a no 
confidence vote, but again it emerged 
weakened after a series of blows and divi¬ 
sions within the ruling coalition govern¬ 
ment. For the opposition Labor party and 
its allies, the narrow defeat of the no confi¬ 
dence motion revived hopes of an immi¬ 
nent downfall of a government that is di¬ 
viding Israelis and straining relations 
between the Zionist state and its closest al¬ 
lies. For the shaken Netanyahu alliance, 
the vote drove the beleaguered premier 
even further to the right as he recruited 
supporters from the small religious panics. 

If 1998 promises anything for the key 
players in the Middle East peace process, it 
is the hope that Netanyahu may soon suc¬ 
cumb to pressures and leave his post in dis¬ 
grace allowing for fresh elections and a 
chance for breathing life back into the ail¬ 
ing peace process. But apart from this, it is 
unlikely that wc will see a fundamental 
change in the policy of the current Israeli 
government. 

The mood of pessimism has been 
strengthened with the fact that US Special 
Middle East Envoy Dennis Ross has re¬ 
turned to Washington empty-handed after 
fruitless attempts to persuade Israel's lead¬ 
ers to commit to a redeployment plan 
agreed upon in the Oslo agreements. Ross' 
failure came few days before an important 
summit meeting in Washington between 
President Clinton and Netanyahu to he fol¬ 
lowed by another meeting between Clinton 
and Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat. With 
Israel refusing to commit to a specific 
withdrawal plan and schedule, the Middle 
East peace process is unlikely to budge. 

While the degeneration of the US- 
sponsored peace process continues, all oth¬ 
er variables to the Arab-lsraeli conflict and 
to regional instability seem to have gone 
into deep winter hibernation. The Arab 
League is still crippled and unable to for¬ 
mulate a united Arab response to the loom¬ 
ing dangers of polarization, alliance build¬ 
ing and foreignJntervention. While Israel- 
findsii easy'rorenSge on icf commitments ' 


under the much celebrated Oslo Accords, 
it is working diligently to neutralize and 
isolate its potential and real enemies in the 
region. 

The controversial naval maneuvers 
bringing together Turkey. Israel and the 
United States, with Jordan observing, last 
week, sent different signals to different 
parties in the region. For the Arabs, the 
war games extended beyond their “search 
and rescue" objective, TTrey signaled the 
launching of a much talked about Ameri¬ 
can-led strategic alliance in the East Medi¬ 
terranean region which gives Syria, Iraq 
and Iran genuine causes for worry. 

Apart from this, the Europeans, much as 
the Arabs, find themselves in the unenvia¬ 
ble position of having to “observe" without 
meaningful interaction. Both, the- Arabs 
and Europe, are in full agreement on what 
is required in order to reset the course of 
the peace process so that it delivers a just 
and lasting settlement But both lock the 
political clout and will to pressure the 
Americans, who have hijacked the process, 
into accepting their point of view. 

The irony is that the Americans too 
seem to have been caught in the web of a 
process gone astray. Apart from paying an 
occasional lip-service to the Arab side, 
they are reluctant or incapable of reversing 
the course of the run-away peace process 
whose fate now lies solely in the hands of 
Benjamin Netanyahu. . . 

With this in mind, one is bound to be¬ 
lieve that unless Netanyahu is brought 
down by the internal, and unpredictable. 
Torres of Israeli politics, he will continue 
to dominate the scene by himself. And if 
he survives, as he seems to have done so 
far. no one can stop him from fulfilling his 
agenda. •' 

It is this agenda that carries within it the 
seeds of n major turmoil in the region in 
the coming future. Let's assume that Ne¬ 
tanyahu weathers the political storms 
ahead and buys himself precious time to 
carry out his scheme of putting Oslo Ac¬ 
cords in a deep freeze while unleashing a 
sustained program of fattening and ex¬ 
panding settlements in East Jerusalem and 
others in occupied areas in the West Bank 
and Gaza. By the end of this year, he . 
would literally isolate Jerusalem from the 
rest of Arab areas, create a network of 
Jewish settlements that would make it im¬ 
possible (o connect Arab cities and villages 
at any time in the future. By the end of this 
year. Netanyahu would have created a 
whole new West Bank: one that cannot be- 
divide. 'sffiKtfW gjv€H' back. ' • •»' * 

• j •, . . r . . 


This gloomy scenario is not new. The 
- systematic judaization of Palestinian lands 
has been going on for decades. But at no. 
point in time did this organized coloniza¬ 
tion reach its apex as it (toes today. By the 
end of this year, even the Oslo Accords 
will seem archaic and out of date. 

Netanyahu will continue to apply pres^. 
sure on the Palestinian authority, hoping 
that it chokes on the small piece of land 
that it had managed to get under the previ¬ 
ous Labor government. A return of a wave 
of terror will hurt the PNA more than Ne¬ 
tanyahu. A Palestinian debacle. ■ whereby 
Hamas' and its allies topple the PNA and 
take over, will invite a stem Israeli retalia¬ 
tion including the omnipresent threat of re- 
occupation. Arab reaction is nowhere to be 
found. 

- : This is how Netanyahu and his aides 
read the picture today. This is whar moti¬ 
vates them into canying out the final phase 
in the conspiracy to devour the last inch of 
Palestinian land: Meanwhile, the circle of 
"tamed" or “neutralized" countries around 
Israel is completed. Those who have not 
made peace with Israel, at Israel’s condi¬ 
tions, like Syria, will find themselves iso¬ 
lated and vulnerable by the end of the year. 
Those who want to be "rehabilitated" like 
Iran and Iraq' will have to acknowledge 
certain conditions; accepting Israel’s right 
' to exist and joining the peace process. 

As the curtain begins to fall on the 20th 
century, the Arab world finds itself divid¬ 
ed, penetrated and without a common goal. 
At the turn of the century the Arabs were 
waking up to the fact that Palestine was the 
target of a sinister imperial conspiracy. At 
least three wars later. Palestine and other 
Arab territories were at threat by a Zionist . 
entity allied to an American superpower. 
By the end of this century, the entire Arab 
world is paying the price; from the Gulf to 
the Atlantic Ocean. 

The tragedy, as always, is that we are 
the last to see the approaching storm. And 
■ when we do. our reactions are always un¬ 
dervalued. 

This is why I followed with remorse and 
pity the news of the trial in France of the 
Muslim philosopher Roger Garaudy. who 
is accused of questioning crimes against 
humanity in his controversial book Found¬ 
ing Myths of Israeli Politics. The 84-year- 
old writer feels abandoned by his Arab and 
Muslim brethren. As 1 glanced at the white 
layer of snow and ice covering the eerie 
landscape around me this week, [ shared 
with Garaudy his sense of frustration and „ 
"desr&r. wt : “ i t 
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Global 
to save democratic order 



By Mikhail Gorbachev 

MOSCOW OPS)—It is increas¬ 
ingly clear thal the historic 
form of man's existence, that 
allowed him to create modem 
civilization with seemingly un¬ 
limited possibilities and con¬ 
veniences. has bred a host of 
problems that threaten the exis¬ 
tence of all humans and which 
demand immediate attention. 

In principle, people are capa¬ 
ble of addressing these prob¬ 
lems. The 20th century has 
taught them a great deal, and 
the current environment of glo¬ 
balization provides the condi¬ 
tions for dealing with what is 
the underside of man’s domina¬ 
tion of nature. 

The survival and develop¬ 
ment of humanity depends in¬ 
creasingly on its capacity for 
deep spiritual reformation, 
which emails fundamental 
changes, in the social, economic 
and cultural coordinates of de¬ 
velopment. 

Glohalization is bringing 
about changes in political prin¬ 
ciples and in the structure and 
distribution of power. Wc have 
witnessed the rapid expansion 
of the sphere of global politics, 
which for the last stage of de¬ 
velopment had been restricted 
to the settlement of problems in 
war and peace by applying the 
standards of international law. 

The need for worldwide soli¬ 
darity in the face of the en¬ 
croaching threats to human¬ 
kind's existence inevitably 
reduces the range of policies 
that individual countries can 
pursue while multiplying the 
number of regional, continental 
and global problems. 

Nonetheless, sovereign coun¬ 
tries remain the foundation of 
the world community and a 
prudent balance between na¬ 
tional and global policy—as 
well as the optional distribution 
of their responsibilities and 
their organic interaction, is ex¬ 
tremely important. 

The main question is: how- 
realistic is such an arrange¬ 
ment. and is it possible to over¬ 
come the opposition of the 
forces of national and group 
egoism to take advantage of 
this unique chance to creaic a 
democratic world order? 

The end of the bipolar world 
has not led to the expected de¬ 
mocratization of the system of 
international relations as a 
whole, nor to the elimination of 
hegemony or u reduced use of 


force. Indeed, there is mount¬ 
ing temptation to begin a new 
round of geopolitical games 
and attempt a redivision of the 
spheres of influence. 

The process of'disarmament 
which was made possible by 
the new mentality of the post- 
bipolar world, has tangibly 
slowed down. Certain conflicts 
have been replaced with others 
which arc no less bloody. 

The big step forward of the 
end of the Cold War was fol¬ 
lowed by a small step back¬ 
wards. Nonetheless, there is 
reason to believe that the possi¬ 
bilities for the democratic re¬ 
structuring of the international 
system have not been exhaust¬ 
ed. 

Wc simply must recognize 
that the task is far more com¬ 
plicated than the politicians 
who undertook it 10 years ago 
expected, it is still unclear 
what will take the place of the 
US-USSR bipolar world— 
monopolarism. muUipolansm. 
a new bipolarism with the 
United States and another su¬ 
perpower. or, finally, the dem¬ 
ocratic management of global 
affairs with the help of general¬ 
ly acceptable mechanisms and 
procedures. 

Today, the United States un¬ 
mistakably is the world leader 
and naturally wishes to retain 
that role, as shown by. among 
other things, the plans for 
NATO enlargement. 

Unipolarism and biopolar- 
ism alike are prompted first 
and foremost by security prob¬ 
lems. One cannot exclude the 
possibility of a world war de¬ 
veloping at some time in the 
future as a consequence of a 
new armed confrontation, the 
spontaneous expansion of a lo¬ 
cal conflict to a global scale, 
the malfunction of military 
hardware, the unauthorized 
launching of a missile with nu¬ 
clear warheads, or similar inci¬ 
dents. 

However, at present there is 
no direct danger of a world war 
involving the use of weapons 
nf mass annihilation and the 
threat of the extinction of life 
on earth. Nuclear, chemical 
and conventional weapons are 
the last remaining material fac¬ 
tors of former confrontation. 

The principal threats of to¬ 
day's world are economic, fi¬ 
nancial and scientific-technical 

problems, and they will deter¬ 
mine the course of global de¬ 
velopment 



Gorbachev 

Given these circumstances, 
movement towards a multipolar 
world is only natural and legiti¬ 
mate. Even 'in the United 
States, which obviously strives 
Tor the preservation of its posi¬ 
tion as global leader, pragma¬ 
tism—that is. the recognition 
that such leadership costs too 
much—is more and more domi¬ 
nant. 

Furthermore, the idea of a 
unipolar world is challenged by 
an increasingly powerful Chi¬ 
na. 

Multipolarism offers numer¬ 
ous opportunities for the further 
economic flowering of Japan 
and Western Europe. 

True. i[ is often alleged in 
western Europe that multipolar- 
ism leads to confrontation bat, 
even in situations of extreme, 
confrontation in the bipolar 
world, there were certain rules 
which neither the US nor ibe 
USSR ever violated. The multi¬ 
polar world is sure to elaborate 
its own laws of behavior. 

Russia is joining the process 


of building a global system at a 
time when, because of the dis¬ 
integration of the Soviet Un¬ 
ion. its society has ■ lost the 
guidelines by which it oriented 
itself for nearly 70 years. The 
vacuum left has nor been filled. 
This country , with 1,000 years 
of history, and its people, will 
have to search a new for their 
identity. * 

Russia remains a superpow¬ 
er in one respect alone—it pos¬ 
sesses nuclear might. 

. Should it strive to restore the 
power -and influence which it. 
had for the half cenfury after 
World War Two or should it be 
satisfied with being one of sev¬ 
eral great powers? 

One thing is dear. Russia is 
in favour of a multipolar world, 
which it sees as the condition 
for. .building a . democratic 
world[ order.B 

Mikhail Gorbachev T presldent 
of the Gorbachev Foundation 

and former president of the 
Soviet Union 
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Political 
maturity 

. iTS PART of growing up 
and acquiring more politi¬ 
cal maturity for a ati eras, to 
. think about the nature of 
things crucial to them, 
then set their short and 
long term objectives in a 
realistic manner. National 
.interest is sacrosanct, and 
no nation would give pri¬ 
ority to others before their 
.own interests. . 

This paradigm has al¬ 
ways been applicable in¬ 
ternationally, in the. Arab 
world, and Jordan. Per¬ 
haps. because we have al¬ 
ways put the regional in¬ 
terests of our Arab, and at 
times. Muslim brothers, 
before our own, it has be¬ 
come a force of habit to 
expect Jordan to do so 
without thinking thal this 
' country does have its own 
particular interests, and 
specific circumstances in 
the context of internation¬ 
al relations: 

Our Hashemite leader¬ 
ship named qur Army, the 
Arab Army, and it is still 
the Arab Army. We have 
always had our. country 
open to all our brothers 
from the Arab and Islamic 
countries without any hes¬ 
itation. and have stood at 
all costs in solidarity with 
our brethrens. even with¬ 
out thinking of our own 
rircu instances. 

Undoubtedly. Jordan is 
still the legitimate inheri¬ 
tor of the legacy of the 
Great Arab revolt, and its 
fate dictates its sense of 
belonging, hut Jordan is 
also a nation state that has 
its own requirements, and 
its own particular inter¬ 
ests. If wc have always put 
the interests of others be¬ 
fore our own. it does nor 
. mean that our own inter¬ 
ests should be subject to 
the will of others, and the 
whims of the fickle. We 
neither need to justify our 
actions to anyone, nor jus¬ 
tify the actions of our 
brethren, even when their 
actkms:seem-.ii: limes un- 
|..justifiable.- :.i. 

As if Jordan does not 
have the right to think and 
do what is right for itself, 
.while Che rest have this 
prerogative, the recent ma¬ 
neuvers in the Mediterra¬ 
nean. and the sending of a 
Jordanian observer to 
them, has been blown out 
into a test of Arabism and 
Arab loyalty in the most 
absurd manner and phan¬ 
tasm of theatrics. Accusa¬ 
tions started flying, and 
we started justifying, 
whfen in effect, we have al¬ 
ways called for Arab coor¬ 
dination and cooperation 
at all levels, to see it mate¬ 
rialize (when it happens) 
without our participation 
and even without our 
knowledge. 

. When everybody 
around us looks for their 
own interest, and do not 
compromise, we cannot al¬ 
low ourselves to be de¬ 
fenseless in the face of un¬ 
certainties. and precarious 
circumstances. Many of 
our brethren blatantly con¬ 
tradict their, own ideolo¬ 
gies without even blink¬ 
ing, and we all have to put 
up. others relate to us only 
in the past tense and in 
pre-fslamic parochial 
terms, while for some, 
dealing with Europe and 
the USA directly for their 
own. purposes is more 
profitable and does not re¬ 
quire any permission from 
anyone. 

Therefore, we cannot 
but do what is most impor¬ 
tant for us, and carry on 
without having to justify 
what we do to any party. 

Is it logical not to. grab any 
opportunity to advance 
our knowledge and our ex¬ 
perience? and does it serve 
the Arab world for Jordan 
to be weak and defense¬ 
less? Our'path is clear, and 
our intentions are even 
clearer, regardless of those 
who criticize us knowing 
only too well our objec¬ 
tives and our beliefs. 

However, it is very sad 
to see a segment of our 
population, with all their 
good intentions, remain 
stuck in a time warp of 
their own making, still at¬ 
tempting to set an example 
for the whole Arab nation¬ 
alist movement, to the ex¬ 
tent of even sacrificing 
their own country in the 
process. Our compatriots 
have to understand that the 
cause of Jordan is just as 
important as the large Arab 
cause, and if they do not 
rise u> the "defence of their 
own people and their own 
country, they are no better 
than those elements who 
relish seeing us weak. I 
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Business 

scene 


■ Al Ahlia Securities 
'Co. holds, foorth pw 
• • ajnong. the most active 

companies in the world, 
in terms of investment, 
sales service and market 
trading. This is according 
to ~a Reuters annual sur¬ 
vey, which covered the 
views of more than 200 
directors of senior invest- 
; ment institutions oh 
activities of share dealing 
■companies m emerging 
markets. Ai Ahiia •_ is a 
. brokerage company- at 
the-: Amman .Financial 
Market. In 1997* the 
company, held top . rank 
among 28 brokerage 
firms at the AFM: It’s 
share was 13.3 percent of 
total dealings at the paral¬ 
lel and regular markets. 
The company conducted 
transactions with foreign 
companies estimated at 
nearly JD 35 million in. 
1997. 

■ The Bank of Jordan is 
leading the firw loan'cer¬ 
tificate in favor of the 
International Tobacco 
and Cigarettes Co. The 
loan certificate which is 
worth JD 3.5 million is 
over five years and will 
be offered through pri¬ 
vate subscription, for Jor¬ 
danian, Arab and foreign 
investors; Issuing such 
kind of debt tools is sup¬ 
posed to create an active 
market for bonds in the 
Kingdom. Also it comes 
in line with the instruc¬ 
tions of the Central Bank 
of Jordan to the banking 
sector to enhance man¬ 
agement of liquidity sur¬ 
pluses through using new 
investment tools. On 
another aspect, the Bank 
has recently established a 
joint investment fund, 
BOL Global Capital 
Reserved Fund. The fund 
will enable investors to 
benefit from diversified' 
investment opportunities ' 
available in international 
markets. For example, it .* 
will invest in various' 
activities including gold 
markets, foreign currep- - 
cies* markets, govern^': 
ment and companies'. 
honds in addition to buy- ‘ 
inc shares in. Eqmbean. 
American and Asian mar-j/ 
fcets. Aluv smah trtves- 5 
tors could beatifir>ftaraj 
the above mentioned, 
markets, because the 
lowest rate for subscrip¬ 
tion is limited at' 

sio.ooa . ; 

■ Saudi investor Prince 
Waleed bin Talal is ode 
of the shareholders of the ■' 
Business • Touristic • 
Investments Co., set up at. 
a capital of JD 100 mil¬ 
lion. The company win. 
be in charge of carrying 
out touristic projects to 
develop the northern 
const of Aqaba. The giant 
enterprise involves . a 
touristic village in addi¬ 
tion to sports, and hotels 
facilities. 
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certification, another way 





assurance 


By Plain Sadeq 

Star Staff Writer 

AS time moves rapidly towards 
new global .alliances, economic 
blocs and organizations, local, 
widustrial, companies find them-, 
selves obliged,to catch up and 
introduce greater quality stan¬ 
dards in line with international 
specifications;^ 

. So fkL,~about 65-Jordanian 

compares have bero ISO. 9000 
certified, foe prime Interna-. 
Donal accreditation awarded to 
products, adhering to high stan¬ 
dardI and quality.' ' . " 

•' Getting the ■ 

ISO 9000 cer, 
tificate .. _ 

(including - ks 
four . catego¬ 
ries 9001 to 
9004) . is no 
longer «uffi- 
dent to enter 
international 
markets. 

“After Jordan had sighed its 
partnership .agreement with :the . 
ED, it is not only enough to. be ■ 
ISO 9000 certified,” says Ms 
Dalia Osama Ali, marketing 
manager in the Petra Engineer- 
ing Industries Co. . 

“Any company- which wants 
to deal with European markets 
or export jts products to Europe 
should have the CE certificate,” 
She adds. 

Petra Engineering, . which 
received its ISO certification in 
April ! 996, was the first Jorda¬ 
nian company to .be awarded.- 
the CE certificate. But what is .• 
theCE?-.. ... . A' 

“CE stands for C6nfo$njt6 . 
Europ£enne( . a French term) 
which indicates that the com¬ 
pany]^ product complies ...vrith 
certain.directives,, notified by ' 
the notification bridy fwho is a 
third party drat supervises , all; 



Steps to get tiie certificate or the 
mark) ” elaborates Mr Moham¬ 
mad Sami Taflah deputy ’qual- 
*ty‘ manager in the same 
company. 

The CE guarantees that the 
product is safe and means that 
all possible risks (concerning 
the operator, foe worker and die 
user) are covered. Also notices 
and warnings are commonly 
annexed to tiie product to make 
users aware of-the right utiliza¬ 
tion of the system. 

ft was not a difficult: task for 
Petra Engineering to receive 
the CE mark. "We started {the 
_ procedure} in 
July 1997, and 
o brained the 
certificate in 
December, of 
course this is a 
short • time - as 
we already 
have the ~bdSe 
and documen¬ 
tation for quali¬ 
fication,” Ms Ali tells The Star. 

Petra Engineering was estab¬ 
lished in 1987 and is one of the 
leading companies in the region 
in designing and manufactur¬ 
ing . ; air conditioning/ 
..refrigeration. ' - • 

“The CE certificate is usu¬ 
ally given for companies' pro¬ 
ducing items bearing risks." 
There are two criterias she adds 
/the low risk (mostly cowring 
all industrial products and ser¬ 
vices.” The CE award for Petra 
Engineering is in this category. 

• - Petra Engineering co vers the 
local : market, adjacent Arab 
countries, . the Gulf, North 

- Airicaarid Europe. 

.' Also companies manufactur¬ 
ing children's toys have to. 
abide to theCE mark to guaran- •' 
tee that are made in a way 

- that doesn't brum kids playing 
with 'them. Most toys are made 



of a soft plastic material.. or 
designed in away that brings no 
risk to children. - 

However, the high risk cri¬ 
terion applies to military 
manufacturers. 

Referring to the advantages 
of obtaining the European CB 
marie. Mr Taffal maintains "we 
are very proud to be awarded 
the certificate. Before, wc used 
to deal with European markets, 
but now we think that new 
doors are open in front of our 
exports to Europe. Ms Ali 
agrees, adding that the CE is a 
requirement in Europe whereas 


it is an advantage outside (in 
other countries). 

'. It was through the consulta¬ 
tion of the globally known 
Uoyds Register, that Petra 
Engineering got the CE mark. 
She explained that “we have 
met all directives considered as 
a prerequisite for such accredi¬ 
tation.” These include three 
directives covering: Machin¬ 
es electromagnetic compati¬ 
bility and low voltage directive 

The safety stickers stamped 
bn any product guarantees it's 
safety from the manufacturers. 

“But for us in Petra, we have 


got the CE certificate through a 
third party which is the Lloyds 
Register.” says Mr Taffal. 

Petra Engineering was not 
only the first Jordanian com¬ 
pany to get the CE mark, but 
the first to obtain such accredi¬ 
tation through the Lloyds Reg¬ 
ister in the Middle East. 

The two engineers said that 
all Jordanian companies, espe¬ 
cially those looking to pro¬ 
mote their sales in Europe 
should seek the CE mark to 
enter the European markets 
strongly. ■ 




1997Arab advertising harvest 

Ladders and snakes on the growth track 


.THE YEAR. 1997 is theyear ©T- ’; The Pan Arab satellite televi- tors have helped to stabilize the and magazines have both per- 

thedPan Arab sateffite tzjonskm -i »«i market share of 66% dwarfs market at nearly the 1996 level. -. formed better than in the previ- 

x^ann^^^^Qti'exjwndedt’foenb t^^ of the .Pan Arab magazines In terms of growth . , rate.-, ous year/ / 
aqroujlfinar'^taidreazk^tktc.i s£C3nr*~■ Whirh. UiVtr....Xawnit has nolv mareyialfvoiii-. - Th*» war IQQ7 nffp« a fwr. 

r.itfbfttB .shrink from 39% in. 1996.,:? performed d^ ! rerpainipg. r ip^jcff^,. Iher demonstration of the pow- 
percent inc r ease m their advettiar - to 27% m 199 7. toug h, in norm- AGCC markets: a dvertising jey- e rfiil role of the Pan Arab steel¬ 
ing revennra«wjW6. i oal terras. TEe magazjneyacJver emies rose, by 5% to Jl5^ in 

Tbey geaeptfedS2D2«^OB rising revenues hare remaned- 1997."Kuwait is the third largest 


in 

cast narkrtjrSflre toC' 
tamed toctiT&xT rcgiohaFatfVfcr- 
tismgoatetewsion. .;V,. V 
The Levadt AGCC and Pan . 
Ara&jne&a gmerated'Sf .54tal- - 
Scire TtettiBc-bf tbe44'^dn^nl. 
grow^h'^jHJOstiy : 

the te^Operfbanaic^ oi^foe \ 
Egyptian and Pan Arab n>edta. • 
Bmfoe tqod AGGClbral add 


stable in-1997 *583 million. 

;.; For a. total of .$328 mifootv. ad 
* spend , in f997, : AeSantfi adv er¬ 
tising market seems to be at:a 
standstill this description is cer¬ 
tainly an.-undfflstateanent of the 
advertising dynamics, in Saudi 
■Arabia and indeed in'the region 
.■as a whole. 

:? - By its sheer population -size, 
Rfln.fi Arabia constitute about 


legwaafadys^s^ 70%offoe AGCC populations 

n3sy;'The25^>]»£»p^kraiHp7- ^fonbined, and it seems .that 
in 1996 skrwed down ip. i997, regional - advertisers together 


and retnaiped sfay of . exceetfing 
the fotecaafed 51 bAIkatmark. 
The riominat 5L06 -bffiea of 
advertising revenues generated 
in 1997, AGCC land Paa Arab; 
media increased by 13 percertt 
over 1996. ■ • - 
The rode awakening has rung 
for :ihe past % years. 1097- only 
sounded foe alarm'bells. With a? 
tOtaL of $99 imlfioe advertismg . 
tevdnues irt 1997/locaI TV reg¬ 
istered a 239B drop fibiri T996 

--levels. - --.r ; .\V • ' 

Tlie niartec diare .of tetevt 

skrarnew^apersand magazines, 
have .renudned neariy . : stable 
<28%; 45% and 20% respec-, 
lively). Television did; however ; - 
gam a 3 percent share, whereas, 
ma gazines lost two poinB share. , 
Rafio, outdoor and video sdVer-; 
Using combined, remain united 
at 6% percent- - 

At individual market levels, 
only the Pan Arab media being 
assigned : a separate Pan-marina, 
enjoyed .a spectacular growth : 

where Hs $302 advertising, reve¬ 
nues in 1997.30% improvement; 
over 1996, vrith all the craBt 
going to satellite TV- 


with local advertisers from 
- Saudi Arabia have been foe 
hi^-contributors to the; well-- 
being of tiie-Pian-Arab media in 
’ general, and foe satellite televi¬ 
sion in particular. • 
in alf -AGCC local maikets. 
foe -nragazines sector has not 
fared well in J997, but the news- 
papers certmnJy fod beder. Tte 
latter have improved foeir mar¬ 
ket foare from 56% in 1996 to 
63% in 1997- Even with foe 
onslaugjtt of foe Pan Arab satel¬ 
lite tdevirion. the advertising 
activity in the local AGCC 
newspapers is e^mated ai $466 
million registering a. healthy 
IJ % nominal growth over 1996. 

. .- The United Arab Emirates has. 
. been another local market where 
the- advertiang activity seems to 
have spalled in 1997. Standing at 
-$T90 mflfiorr in 1997. foe- local 
televisiCKi takes most of die 
"taunt of this pause, with its share 
. stainking fipnr -21% . to 17% 
-between. 1996- and 1997. How- 
.. ever, both, the UAE newspapers. 
arid foe magazines had average. 
performancefo: J997. Increases 
in foe revenues of xhese two sec- 


AGCCjrwket In terms of ad.ver- ' 
rising activity, assuming a foare 
of 21%, running a close second 
to UAE (25%) and a distant 
third from Saudi Arabia (44%). 

The level of foe advertising 
growth in Kuwait appears to be 
largely concentrated in the news¬ 
papers sector. With a further 
consolidation of its market share 
at 62% in 1997, this sector grew 
by 14%, reaching US $97 mil¬ 
lion. Whereas the magazines 
sector has grown by only half 
the rate at 6% in 1997.' 

. The economic and demo¬ 
graphic structure of the other 
AGCC countries like Bahrain, 
Qatar and Oman provided these 
markets with sinaller shares of 
advertising activity; Oman has 
maintained a steady growth rate. 
Bahrain seemed to have rebound 
from its 1995-1996 dip of SI 8.5 
million and increased to $26 mil- 
'licm in 19971 Qatar’s perfor¬ 
mance was equally encouraging. 
Us 18% growth has earned it $26 
million in 1997. 

In Bahrain, there were no sur¬ 
prise in foe performance of local 
televisioa All the $7 million 
increase came from the newspa- 
. pers and the magazines, equally. 

In Qatar, the television had to 
settle for even smaller share, 
with ail the advertising growth 
generated by foe newspapers. 
The newspapers in Qatar prom¬ 
ise more dominance of the 
advertising market (88%). 

Advertising- 'revenues- for 
newspapers in Oman were luke- 
warm in 1997. With their market 
share shrinking by five percent¬ 
age points to 62%, television 


lite ^“televisiopr More 
importantly the Pan Arab satel¬ 
lite television, as it has been 
evolving in 1996/97 demon¬ 
strates an outstanding illustra¬ 
tion of how the contribution of 
pro-active TV channels locally 
and regionally can. further 


snowball the advertising 
industry. 

Pan Arab satellite TV has a 
- rvrrenf share of tcvai 
regional and local television 
; adyeftising. which corresponds 
' to its regional overall television 
audience share. But reliance on 
P3n Arab satellite television as 
the main horse-power for 
growth generation is bound to 
have serious ramifications on 
local advertising. ■ 



Arab Trade Organization, step 
on the right track 

THOUGH THE need for joint Arab cooperation, mainly 
in the economic field, was stressed repeatedly in Arab 
and regional conferences, the idea remains ink on paper, a 
far-fetched dream that is still to be realized- 

The Arab Economic Unity Council (AEUC) for 
instance, which was established in 1954 still survives 
but only jusL In its more than 40-year history, the council 
failed to overcome barriers for a unified economic strat¬ 
egy. Experts attribute such failure to the narrow-minded 
Arab mentality which hinders easy movement of Arab 
capital and trade. Each country is still adopting tough 
measures to ensure protection of its local products and 
worried about competition from its counterparts. Such an 
individual outlook has blocked the way in from of eco¬ 
nomic integration and economic benefit to all. 

Nonetheless, although a distant dream, some Arab 
states continue to put forward the concept of a Common 
Arab Market. 

The convening of the MENA summit conferences since 
the signing of foe peace accords between some Arab 
countries and Israel (and in spite of foe ups and downs in 
relations), is ceen by some analysts as a step forward. It's 
true that nothing great has so far materialized but at least 
there have been many gallant attempts. 

Participants in the Cairo MENA Summit again called 
for the revival of an Arab Common Market; a preparatory 
committee was even appointed to follow up foe matter, 
but tangible results are yet to bear fruit. 

Lately Arab countries have realized the new rapid on¬ 
going developments and foe hazards of the new surge 
towards globalization, world markets and the tearing 
down of trade barriers. 

In its recent meeting, the Arab League has declared the 
establishment of an Arab Trade Organization* ATOl to 
eliminate customs and administrative restrictions. This 
should be given priority on the Arab agenda and must be 
a pre-requisite for entering into international blocs for 
Arab economic cooperation and coordination. 

But first things, first. To start we must establish free 
trade zone which experts argue is a step on the right track 
and could pave the way for the creation of the old-new 
dream, foe Arab Common MarkeL 

The situation is critical and serious action and appropri¬ 
ate planning is required to live up to the challenges and 
achieve regional economic prosperity. This means that 
customs duties must be unified before allowing the free 
exchange and movement of capital and manpower to flow 
between Arab countries. Finally a monetary and banking 
integrity could be achieved. The EU took ahout 50 years 
to meet the requirements of these stages, therefore we 
should at long last take foe initiative and start on sound 
bases. Already bilateral commercial lies between some 
Arab countries do exist in the form of protocol or other 
agreements and such could help to boost inter-Arab trade 
and guarantee positive results in near future. 

So far. foe size of inter-Arab rrade is still below aspira¬ 
tions. about nine percent but if the ATO is set up then a 
light could be seen at the end of a tunnel. 

Last Monday a Jordanian delegation headed by Dr 
Mohammad Al Halaika. general secretary at the Ministry 
of Industry-and Trade left for Cairo to take oart in foe 
meetings of foe follow-up JcOmminee of the executive pro¬ 
gram of the agreement of the Arab Trade Organization. 
According to the .agenda ofrfoej.ately approved executive 
program, trade exchange between Arab countries is to be 
enhanced and all goods will be gradually exempted from 
customs tariffs within 10 years starting from this year till 
2007. However, any member in the program is allowed to 
conclude mutual exemptions that precede the fixed lime. 
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Indonesia calmer after IMF 
promises to accelerate bailout 


By Keith Richburg 

HONG KONG—Indonesians 
enjoyed a badly needed respite 
Iasi Friday from foe near daily 
battering of their stock and cur¬ 
rency markets after the Interna¬ 
tional Monetary Fund 
announced plans to accelerate 
its bailout of foe troubled 
country. 

But foe continuing political 
and economic uncertainty 
brought more panic buying in 
Jakarta's shops, new calls for 
President Suharto to resign— 
and additional carnage on stock 
markets across foe region. 

. Jakarta, the Indonesian capi¬ 
tal. was reportedly calm despite 
early runs on stores by thou¬ 
sands of jittery residents stock¬ 
ing up on staples. Indonesian 
television showed footage of 
warehouses stocked with rice 
and other supplies in an effort to 
stave off panic and stem the cri¬ 
sis buying, but people were 
fined up even before stores 
opened last Friday. 

Meanwhile, foe country’s' 
powerful armed forces were 
placed on low-level alert to deal 
with any civil turmoil. Resi¬ 
dents said they saw increased 
military patrols on the capital's 
streets but few other signs of the 
heightened state of readiness. 

“The situation is now safe 
and stable. People shouldn’t 
worry,” armed forces spokes¬ 
man Brig. Gea A. Wahab Mok- 
odongan said. 

The mood on foe streets was 
reported to be less panicked 
than Thursday, when the ^cur¬ 
rency. foe rupiah, took a dra¬ 
matic plunge to 10,000 to tiie' 
dollar, before settling at around 
9.700, prompting a spate of 
rumors about Suharto’s health 
and a possible military coup. 
Friday, foe currency rebounded 
soraepfoaL dosing at 7,910. 
Thaeebound reflected what ana¬ 
lysts said was relief in response 
to foe IMF's willingness to 
negotiate with Indonesia to fes¬ 
cue a $43 billion bailout pack¬ 
age that is in danger of falling 
apart. 

President Clinton telephoned 
Suharto last Thursday night to 


underscore his support for Indo¬ 
nesia and his concern that 
Jakarta abide by the program 
agreed with the IMF. A spokes¬ 
man in Jakarta said afterward 
that the Indonesian leader is 
“determined to implement seri¬ 
ously” the program for eco¬ 
nomic recovery. 

Even as Jakarta's crisis 
atmosphere abated somewhat, 
the country remains in the grip 
of political uncertainty, with 
renewed questions about the 
health and vigor of Suharto. 76. 
and bold public demands for 
him to step aside. 

The English-language 
Jakarta Post nut tut unusual 
front-page story Friday quoting 
both a former cabinet minister 
and a university political scien¬ 
tist as calling for a change in 
leadership, with the latter minc¬ 
ing no words in saying Suharto 
should quit. 

“We need a president who is 
in good health,” said the aca¬ 


demic, Arbi SaniL “Because we 
are faring a serious economic 
problem, the new president 
must have a good reputation 
and credibility, be well- 
experienced in foe government 
system, be widely supported by 
the people and capable of mend¬ 
ing the country's political and 
economic systems." 

This follows appeals by 
retired generals, politicians and 
a Muslim cleric for Suharto not 
to seek another term. Such open 
dissent is highly unusual in 
what has long been an authori¬ 
tarian, tightly controlled soci¬ 
ety, and analysts take it as yet 
another sign that after 32 years, 
Suharto might be losing his 
once unquestioned grip on 
power. 

Suharto has not said whether 
he will seek a new term, but 
until now it has been widely 
expected that the national 
assembly would rubber-stamp 
another five-year term. One 


Lurie’s NewsCartoon 


problem, say longtime Indone¬ 
sia watchers, is that Suhano has 
never groomed a successor, and 
if he were to quit abruptly, a 
direct military takeover likely 
would follow. 

Under Indonesia’s constitu¬ 
tion. Vice President Try 
Sutrisno would lake over if 
Suhano were to die or resign 
before the end of his term, but 
he is not considered a forceful 
leader. 

The commander of the armed 
forces, Gen. Feisal Tanjung, has 
pledged support for the govern¬ 
ment and vowed to deal with 
any disorder before the March 
national assembly vote. But 
Jakarta has been rife with specu¬ 
lation that the price for the mili¬ 
tary's support is the right to 
place a top army man as 
Suharto’s vice president and 
presumed successor. ■ 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 
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"Indeed, I do feel sorry for them, but we’re all in fte same boat/ 
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Military maneuvers a first for 
new Middle East partners 


By Marjorie Miller 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM— 
Suggesting a new strategic 
alliance in the Middle East, the 
Israeli and Turkish navies, 
accompanied by a US 
destroyer, carried out their 
first joint military maneuvers 
on Wednesday with a Jorda¬ 
nian admiral aboard to observe 
the seareh-and-rcseue drill. 

All Tour nations rejected Ira¬ 
nian and Arab charges that the 
exercise with five warships 
and mors, than 1.0tK3 sailors in 
th< eastern Mediterranean was 
aggressive, saving it was 
strictly humanitarian and had 
no military objective. 

'There is nothing here 
directed against any other 
country in the region or else¬ 
where." Israeli Defense Minis¬ 
ter Yitzhak Mordechai said 
aboard an Israeli ship. ‘There 
is no conspiracy.... The whole 
purpose is to create coordina¬ 
tion and cooperation for the 
sake of saving human lives 
and to work together in the 
Mediterranean basin." 

Still, security cooperation 
among Israel. Turkey and the 
United States clearly illus¬ 
trated a new power axis in the 
Middle East ami (he axiom 
that "My enemy's enemy is 
my friend." 

Israel, a Jewish state, and 
Turkey, a secular state with a 
Muslim majority, signed their 
first military cooperation 
agreement in February 1996 
and have been forging ties at a 
rapid pace since. They share a 
common enemy in Syria, 
which is sandwiched between 
the two countries, and both 
see Iran and Iraq as potential 
threats. 

Jordan signed a peace treaty 
with Israel in 1994 and sees 
the bilateral relationship os a 
card it might need to draw on 
one day if hostilities arise with 
its neighbors—Syria and Iraq. 

Meanwhile. Turkey has 
thrown its lot in with the 
United Stales, which has its 
own conflicts with Iraq and 
Iran. Israel is the main US ally 
in the region. 

‘The maneuvers symbolize 
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Latest military maneuvers create much controversy in the region 


the new Middle East, a new 
balance of power in which 
Turkey and Israel cooperate 
and the United States supports 
this cooperation, despite Arab 
screams.'* said Efraim Inbar. 
director of rhe Begin-Sndai 
Center for Strategic Studies at 
Bar-1 Ian University in Tel 
Aviv. 

The origin of the new 
IsraeJi-Turkish relationship 
dates to 1994. when Turkey- 
upgraded its diplomatic rela¬ 
tions with Israel after the sign¬ 
ing of the Israeli-PaJestinian 
peace accord and the two 
countries traded ambassadors. 

Israel and Turkey subse¬ 
quently signed military cooper¬ 
ation pacts for Israel to 


upgrade US-made Turkish 
fighter jets with electronic 
equipment worth nearly $700 
million and to use Turkish air¬ 
space for military training 
exercises. 

This lets Turkey import new 
Western technology without 
strings: Israel, meantime, gets 
to practice the kind of opera¬ 
tions it would launch in a war 
against countries like Iraq and 
Iran. Israel's own air space is 
too small for such exercises. 

Military analysis also 
believe the agreement includes 
an exchange of military intelli¬ 
gence and gives Israel a listen¬ 
ing post for Iran. Iraq and 
Syria. 

Israel and Syria, technically. 


More Algeria 
slaughter causes 
diplomatic flurry 


By Roula Khalaf 

AN ARMED gang killed more 
than 100 people last Sunday 
night in a village near Algiers, 
as diplomats tried to find ways 
lo enlist international help to 
end the six-year conflict. 

A bomb blast in a cafe in 
Sidi HamcJ. a village 20 miles 
south of the capital, started off 
another night of slaughter in 
which dozens of civilians were 
killed. 

Since the start of the holy 
Muslim month of Ramadan 
two weeks ago. more than 
I .UOi»civilians have been killed 
in massacres, according to 
local newspapers. 

Security forces confirmed 
(he latest killings, and cited a 
death toll of 103 and 70 
wounded the highest ever offi¬ 
cially recognized for a massa¬ 
cre. Other sources in Algiers 
said the death toll may have 
been much higher. 

Security forces said more 
people would have died with¬ 
out their intervention and the 
resistance of self-defence mili¬ 
tias. who were armed by the 
government. 

The latest massacre hap¬ 
pened as Algiers was waiting 
lor two envoys, one from Lhe 


Arab League, the other from 
Canada, international concern 
over the wave of massacres has 
forced western and Arab gov¬ 
ernments to initiate diplomatic 
action. The European Union is 
also preparing to send a delega¬ 
tion to Algiers, to report back 
before the EU foreign minis¬ 
ters' meeting on 26 January. 

The Algerian government, 
which says Islamist extremists 
arc responsible for the massa¬ 
cres, is opposed to foreign 
intervention in the conflict. 

It told the EU the mission 
was welcome as long as it 
aimed to discuss co-operation 
against terrorism. Western gov¬ 
ernments are treading carefully 
and couching (heir diplomatic 
initiatives in terms of an 
attempt to increase their 
understanding of the conflict, 
extend help to the victims, and 
initiate a long-term dialogue 
with the authorities on ways 
that Europe could help bring an 
end to the killings. 

The Arab League has 
emphasised that it was sending 
an envoy to Algiers to express 
its solidarity with the people 
and the government. 

A Canadian official said his 
government's envoy would put 
ideas to the Algerian authori¬ 
ties. including encouraging 


them to submit to greater trans¬ 
parency in reporting the 
conflict. 

Algiers has kept a tight lid 
on security information, adding 
confusion to a liule understood 
conflict. Human rights organi¬ 
sations have raised concerns 
that Islamists may not be the 
only ones responsible for the 
killings allegations denied by 
the government. 

However, none of the diplo¬ 
matic missions is seeking to act 
as commissions of inquiry into 
the massacres, as urged by 
human rights organisations. 
The government rejects calls 
for such investigations, saying 
they put in doubt the identity of 
the killers. 

Ahdelkader Hachani. a sen¬ 
ior leader of the Islamic Salva¬ 
tion Front IFisj. the party 
stripped of an electoral victory 
in 1992. urged western govern¬ 
ments to persuade Algiers to 
speak to the banned party. 

Mr Hachani proposed that 
western countries work 
towards u conference of 
national reconciliation among 
Algerians, to be followed by a 
commission of inquiry into the 
killings. ■ 

Financial Times Syndication 


Sanctions killed 134,000 
Iraqi children in 1997 


A REPORT by the Iraqi Health Ministry 
released 2 January revealed that 134,000 
Iraqi children died as a result of the unjust 
sanctions imposed on Iraq by the United 
Stales- through the United Nations. 

Those children died from malnutrition, 
tuberculosis, diabetes, liver infection and 
other fatal infectious illnesses. The report 
said that 37 percent of Iraqi children are 
faring permanent weakness because of 
lack of nutrition. 

Death average among infants Is very 
high. 92.7 per 1000 and among pregnant 
women 117 per 100,000. Humanitarian 
assistance from international organiza¬ 
tions to Iraqi children and hospitals is 
inadequate as it does not meet the mini¬ 


mum standard. 

Since the sanctions went into effect 
against Iraq in 1991 about 729,000 chil¬ 
dren died. UNICEF has reported that 
750,000 children do not have sufficient 
food to meet the minimum requirement to 
sustain an acceptable standard of living. 

American and British warships, in the 
Arabian Golf, are deliberately hindering 
the delivery of foodstuffs and medicine on 
time. A Captain of a ship had reported 
that he was harassed by the Americans 
and was ordered to Stop and open the con¬ 
tainers that carried rice and sugar for 
Inspection under heavy rain. That action 
caused large amounts of the merchandise 
to be spoiled. I 


remain in a state of war. Israel 
captured the Golan Heights 
from Syria in the 1967 Mid- 
east War and held on to the 
territory in the 1973 Yom Kip- 
pur War. Several Palestinian 
groups opposed to the peace 
process with Israel are based 
in the Syrian capital of Damas¬ 
cus and Syria supports the Ira¬ 
nian-backed Hezbollah guerril¬ 
las fighting to oust Israel from 
occupied southern Lebanon. 

Turkey and Syria have simi¬ 
lar disputes. Syria lays claim 
to Turkish territory and com¬ 
plains that Ankara's efforts to 
dam the Tigris and Euphrates 
rivers is culling off its water 
source. Turkey, meanwhile, 
accuses Syria of supporting 


separatist Kurds who have 
been fighting the Turkish gov¬ 
ernment for 13 years. 

The growing Israeli-Turkish 
relationship. which also 
includes about $800 million a 
year in trade, has drawn Arab 
coumrics closer together, 
including one-time enemies 
such as Iraq and Syria, nr Iraq 
and Iran. 

On Wednesday. Iran and 
most of the Arab world con¬ 
demned the exercises and Jor¬ 
dan's decision to send an 
observer, which was portrayed 
as a prelude to active partici¬ 
pation in a US-sponsored mili¬ 
tary axis taking shape around 
Israel and Turkey. 

Mohammed Salman, (he 
Syrian information minister, 
described the naval war games 
as “a show of force reminis¬ 
cent of the climate of the Cold 
War that is intended lo put 
pressure on Syria." 

Iraqi Foreign Minister 
Mohammed Said Sahaf urged 
Turkey Inst week to withdraw 
from the drill, calling it “a pro¬ 
vocative act against the Arab 
nation." 

And Iran's official Islamic 
Republic News Agency 
quoted Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Mahmoud 

Mnhammudi as saying the 
exercises were designed to 
help Israel increase its influ¬ 
ence in the region. Egypt, 
w-hich has a peace agreement 
with Israel, declined to 
observe the exercise alongside 
Jordan. Egyptian Foreign Min¬ 
ister Ainr Moussa on Tuesday 
described the maneuvers as a 
"ncgaiisc step in light of the 
(Palestinian) peace process 
stalemate. ... The liming of 
these drills is wrong, Egypt 
docs not see any reason for 
staging them at this time." 

Political analysts said Egypt 
fears Turkey's relationship 
with the United States and its 
growing political strength in a 
region where Egypt sees itself | 
as preeminent. ■ 

I A T ini es- Was king ton Foil 
News Service 
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When will it end! Two women wail their relatives in the 
latest massacre in Sidi Homed 
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• The court hearings of the French phi¬ 
losopher Roger Garaudy in Paris con¬ 
tinues to arouse public interest 
Garaudy is charged or anti-Semitism, 
something which he strongly rejects. 
French newspapers are also taking 
much Interest in the hearings. 

Political observers say that they are 
surprised by the way they are treating 
the case, pointing oat that Garuady and 
his supporters are getting a Jot of media 
coverage. The 84-year-old. who has 
written 53 books on philosophy, history 
and religion, and whose works were 
translated into 22 languages, held his 
guard in Front of the judge in one of the 
courts in Paris. 

He said be is a firmer believer in 
greater cooperation between the three 
monotheistic religions. He also told the 
judge that he was accused for something 
which he was: anti-semitism. He added 
that Judaism, Christianity and Islam 
are all Semitic “and I respect the Jewish 
religion.” 

The philosopher who has earlier con¬ 
verted to Islam, said there was a great 
difference between Zionism and Juda¬ 
ism, the first being a political movement 
“which I struggle against.” 



Garaudy: An earlier photo taken whilst he. 
visited Amman in 1996 ; - 


US looks for shift 
toward more 
moderates in Iran 


By R. Jeffrey Smith 

WASHINGTON—In Septem¬ 
ber 1993. Iranian leader Aya¬ 
tollah Aii Khamenei 
instructed his senior foreign 
affairs officials that their 
“first duty" was to cooperate 
with ' intelligence officers 
working to undermine secular 
and Western influence in the 
region and export a funda¬ 
mentalist Islamic revolution. 

To some diplomatic offi¬ 
cials in the Middle 
East, this secret speech i 
by • Khamenei—the 
substance of which 
was confirmed by 
three governments— 
launched a concerted' 

Iranian effort to desta¬ 
bilize and “destroy*’ 
neighboring Gulf gov¬ 
ernments through a 
..waye ofjiioleriLJKW-I-i- 

US and allied assets J 
throughout the region i 
' were«4argeted. f«r cov“ 1' 
ert- surveillance. • radi¬ 
cals were brought to 
“Lebanon's Bekaa Val¬ 
ley for training in tech¬ 
niques of bombing and . 
assassination, and cells j 
of sympathizers were 
formed in a half-dozen 
Middle East nations on 
the model of the radi¬ 
cal Hezbollah group in 
Lebanon, these offi¬ 
cials allege. 

Following the dic- 
tums of the speech, fyhnt 
according to this view, - 
Iran's agents unleashed 
violence in Bahrain in Decem¬ 
ber 1994. hatched subversive 
plots in Egypt, and eventually 
undertook the successful truck 
bombing of a US military bar¬ 
racks at Khobar Towers in 
Dhahran. Saudi Arabia, in 
June 1996, killing 19 US 
airmen. 

It is a seamless and grim 
picture of officially sanc¬ 
tioned Iranian terrorism, and 
it still hangs (ike a dark cloud 
over discussion about rap¬ 
prochement between Iran, 
neighboring Gulf states, and 
the United States. Some Gulf 
officials today ask. how can 
they conduct friendly rela¬ 
tions with a country whose 


top leader ordered his ambas¬ 
sadors to contribute to a 
secret war on its neighbors? 

A year ago. however, no 
one was even raising such a 
question. Then, many US and 
Middle East officials expected 
that Washington's probe of 
the bombing would lead inex¬ 
orably toward almost certain 
confront aiion with Tehran, at 
a minimum provoking addi¬ 
tional diplomatic sanctions 
and at most a US military 



not so much on settling any 
old scores oyer what Iranian 
agents may have already 
done, but on ensuring that no 
Iranian-inspired terrorism 
occurs in the future. . . 

One key intervening factor 
was the election as Iran's 
president in May of a moder¬ 
ate cleric. Mohammad Kha¬ 
tami, who some US intelli¬ 
gence officials and Middle 
East diplomats have con¬ 
cluded is genuinely open to 
warmer relations with 
lhe West and likely to 
take a less provocative 
stance toward US allies 
. in the Persian Gulf. 
Among his reforms so 
far is the appointment 
of a neafe minister of 
intelligence,. who could 
exercise some control 
over., the. group that 
Ayatollah; •’ ^Khamenei 
allegedly said in 1993 
was to spearhead the 
revolutionary ca/ppaign 


Khatami: new breed af moderates 


strike on Iran. Officials at the 
Pentagon went so'far as to 
identify possible targets. 

A lot has changed since 
then, however, and many offi¬ 
cials in Washington and the 
Middle East no longer expect 
such a blunt confrontation. 
Instead, private discussion in 
the American and Saudi capi¬ 
tals has shifted away from the 
question of how Iran might be 
punished to how the issue of 
past sins by hard-liners in Iran, 
might be manipulated to' 
strengthen the hand of the 
moderates in Iran and erode 
the power of Khamenei and 
his radical backers. 

The new focus, in short, is 
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Middle East Peace Doves 


outside Iran’s borders. 

Tt!s not the same as 
it was four months, ago. 
when Tran was seen as 
the enemy,” one well- 
placed Middle East 
official said. ‘The elec¬ 
tion was a . turning 
point. It. toned down 
the desire (of the Sau¬ 
dis) to sock it to Iran. 
It's not that they are no 
longer seen as a threat. 
But there is a recogni¬ 
tion of a genuine con¬ 
flict taking place 
between the old guard 
and a more moderate faction, 
and it seems Khatami is 
prevailing." 

Another factor is what US 
law enforcement officials 
describe as an extended lull in 
Washington's closely held 
probe of the Khobar Towers 
bombing, which the officials 
ascribed to a lack of solid 
leads and a continuing Saudi 
reluctance to provide direct 
US access to those impris¬ 
oned for involvement in the 
blast or share key supporting 
evidence. 

When families of American 
troops injured or slain went to 
Quanticp. Vo., in early Decem¬ 
ber for a briefing on die inquiry 
arranged by the administration. 
FBI Director Louis J. Freeh had 
liule optimism to convey, “We 
did not report to them great 
progress.. We did not report to 
them the imminence, of- on 
indictment, or charges. We said 
we were frustrated with certain 
aspects of the case." he told 
reporters later. 

There- is abundant circum¬ 
stantial evidence linking Ira¬ 
nian officials and sympathiz¬ 
ers to the bombing, several 
officials said. 

Hani Abdel Rahim Sayegh, 
who was alleged by Canadian 
authorities in court documents 
to have.been the driver,of a 
surveillance car in the bomb¬ 
ing, privately told FBI offi¬ 
cials in early 1996 that a sen¬ 
ior Iranian- official had 
recruited him in 1995 to help 
track American military oper¬ 
ations in- -Saudi Arabia in 
preparation for possible ter¬ 
rorist attacks. 

Bur Sayegh has refused 
since last June to elaborate on 
his remarks, and the US probe 
Has ground lo a standstill. 
“It’s very likely that we will 
never get to the bottom of 
a "Senior intelligence 
official said last week, 
explaining that he meant 
Washington, will likely never 
turn up “smoking gun" evi¬ 
dence against the Iranian gov¬ 
ernment that would warrant a 
stiff US response. ■ 

LA Times- Washington 
. Post News Service 
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• vfly james Risen .'L-v'V 

- iinered "across the 

5^ T&riin’s Karishoret 
' Ttay ttot woold. be 

' - r ~§!? t 'J? en ? an y Mast, andanticipation fifled 
i v&X October,: I®,' a {fay.. 

: 

^ ^ °* Worid War 

' ' Oemwi n y, was, 

• party .of the.ccntury. . y'~ 

o L . -”P wswe one nondescript K&rbWst: 
/ tonse. however, tbc CoId War' was'^lT- 

ray miKh under way. The barons of-tbe r 
-QA _and _ the KGB—the spy agencies of r 

. ' * e8 Y Pr . 5081 — were secretly gathering: 

cjk“■' fwa;high-level.conference. • ■ 

. • ' '■■ •„ MHton A. Beanfcn, chief, of the OA’s 
. Soyiet Division, and Hugh E. 'TecFJPricev 
to chieF ofcounternitelligeqce, had baoi 
. .. summoned to a.KGB safe houseby fofTf- 
Soviet counterparts: Bern Krassflmkov and 
Leonid Nikhenko.'the chieftains of KGB 
cowterintelligence. A key topic, from'the 
Soviet point of-view: Why were so many' 
KG? agents defecting 1 to the West?; 
Although their meeting was extraordinary, 

... the means by which it had been arranged 


II 


politely; ignoring tbe espierr age war 

Theff^eryices were eigagjsd in outsit their 

meeting room. ■> 

^ was a concept developed wheat peo- 
; pie on both rides started to s^i, .‘Let's r 
. communicate,^ let’* talk about security 
Treats, : tenppsiB,; things like - that,”'' 
■ Bearden sad. 

/"Trust went ottiysofarj neither ride ever 
■. agowed its officers h> go to the confer- 
- n^ce s' .^topc. fearful fiat' Gavrilov might ■ 
i^imo a^ offic^ysanc^ for ■ 

•moles ro"meet thejf handlers. lastead r the' 

• ■ aod -Rnman ; teams • came 

-‘.itqgetber tentatively . one step's t a-time, like 
;.rtv?}; Mafia capos,^keeping-ooe band m : 
tbOT ppdcctsaiidohelEyexjn the exit door.' 
■;... rOver v fjp»e,-.rJkxw^«tt^ < Cfl.V3Rliorv quietly 
helped, reduce Gold War tensions, just as 
^.fie ,-• more fampbs presidential hotline 


cedurc for the superpower spy agencies. 
The KGB had brought the CIA officials 
there by activating what the Soviets called 
“the Gavrilov channel,” a secret line of 
communications between the two spy ser-' 
vices that has never before been publicly 7 
disclosed. 

\ At the heart of the Gavrilov channel, 
named after, an 18tb century Russian poet, 
was a top-secret telephone hotline estate 
lished earlier in the Cold War to arrange’ 
hack-channel meetings on short : notice 
The hotline connected KGB -headquarters 
in Moscow via a secure Telephone linfctoa, 
special phone in. Beardents office at=GIA 
headquarters in.Langley, Va. • 

The Gavrilov channel allowed the GA-. 
and KGB to- address common problems 


.dOne years earlier: An*Hn the owl, Gavri- - 
; - lev payed the .ti&y fhr;;thi» relationship thijr 
developed between thf .OA and the SYFt.» 
the successor to^the' KGB’s foreign jnteJD--' 
genoe-ariji, afte^beCold War.i.. 

Inf^ through Gavrilov, KGBand CIA 
offid^ found tMmmOn ground for.'tbe 
. first time'on- narcotics trafficking, 'tenor- ‘' 
ism and, mosj a^rtvajrily, the resett lement 
. of defectors. TJ V : . VV- 

“There were coatac^ through'a confi- 
" dential. bat official chanrieLbe&ween oof . 

organizatiqns,“ 0 sri<f.L<icniidy- 5^torshiiL. 

who at the tii^^as y b<^ df-The KGB'$ ; . ■ 
FiESLOuefX)ire^oratei whicrihandlerifOr—. . 
eign inteffige»K^ i ‘Oc^ion 2 lly, .irrfOTna- 
don was excharigfed at the fp^est levels,; 

• especially oh posrii^C.tebbri^ fioeats, and * 
tlto channel was.^u itr eriectTve.”-; _ . 

- The CIA took tbe. finst tentative steps 
to-open a chamntl uvxfae-eariy l 980s. -At 
a Time , when President. Reagan 1 ' was call- -.- 
ing the- Soviet-ttaiojV'Sib' .^evil‘empire;’''f. 
setuoif.OA a^tEKGB cifBcialS sat down...: 
for thcfr^tiritiaji^^eTrecord sesrions in 
neutraJ cities^^h as Vienna, according.- - 


to several CIA officials. 

Burton Gerber, then chief of the Soviet 
Division, along with CIA counterintelG- 
gence chief David Blee, were the first CIA 
officials involved. So at odds with Rea- 
gan’s.public line were the initial Gavrilov 
meetings that only a handful of senior CIA 
officiate were told, that die channel had 
' been established. 

Oiie of the first- major requests the 
Americans made through the Gavrilov 
channel was for the KGB’s help in deter¬ 
mining the fate of William Buckley, the 
- : CIA r s station chief in Beirut, Lebanon, 

‘. who had been kidnapped by Iranian- 
■ backed Islamic Jihad terrorists in I9S4. 

But the Buckley case was particularly 
- awkward for Moscow since the KGB itself 
had planned -to kidnap another CI A officer 
iii Beirut in the late 1970s, using local 
Islamic radicals to do the dirty work. The 
KGB-backed kidnapping plot had been 
-' canceled at the last minute by KGB chief 
Yuri V.. Andropov. - who had feared it 
would lead to a war of attrition with the 
CIA. - •-.'• •• 

>, The.KGB was not involved in Buckley's 
kidnapping. Nonetheless, former KGB 
• Major Gen, Oleg Kalugin, who thought up 
the KGB's aborted kidnapping scheme in 
the late 1970s, now says he is convinced 
. that the. transcripts from Islamic Jihad’s 
brutal interrogations of Buckley were sold 
to Sjoviet intelligence. If true, that would 
mean that the KGB knew far more about 
. Buckley than it was willing to tell the CIA. 
■Buckley;eventually died in captivity. . 

The KGB did not provide much help to 
the CIA in the'Buckley case, and the Gav¬ 
rilov channel seems to have languished for 
several.years as a result. "We wanted.to 
talk to. them about Buckley, but nothing, 
much came of it for a long time," Bearden 
recalled. 

The Soviets renewed attempts to estab¬ 
lish a back channel m 1988 when Krassik- 
- nikoy, then' chief of the American depart¬ 


ment of the KGB’s Second Chief Directo¬ 
rate, which handled counterintelligence, 
raised the matter with Jack Downing, the 
CIA’s Moscow station chief. 

Krassilnikov recalls that Downing, now 
the chief of the CIA's clandestine espion¬ 
age service, was wary and didn’t respond. 
“I think he was afraid of me,** Krassilnikov 
said. “I think he thought it was a trick.” 

It wasn’t .until the following year, 1989, 
as communism retreated across Eastern 
Europe, that the Gavrilov channel was reo¬ 
pened. The second round of Gavrilov 
meetings began with a session at the 
Soviet Embassy in Helsinki. Finland. 

As the Soviet Union itself entered to 
death throes, the Gavrilov channel was 
activated more frequently. Cooperation 
deepened as the KGB began a desperate 
scramble for survival. 

Most notably, the CIA sought the 
KGB's cooperation as the United Stares 
built an international coalition to oppose 
Soddam Hussein’s, invasion of Kuwait in 
August 1990. The KGB. meanwhile, asked 
for the CIA's help to determine the fate of 
a Soviet diplomat who had disappeared 
without a trace in India. 

Increasingly, the Gavrilov meetings 
came to be dominated by Moscow's des¬ 
perate search for answers as the trickle of 
KGB defectors to the West turned into a 
flood at the end of the Cold War. 

To be sure, the KGB still had Aldrich H. 
Ames, its mole inside the CIA. to provide 
plenty of information about defectors who 
had been brought to the United States by 
the CIA. Information the KGB obtained 
through the Gavrilov channel may have 
helped the KGB make certain that Ames 
was telling them the truth. 

■' And so a polite and carefully choreo¬ 
graphed dance would be conducted at the 
Gavrilov meetings. KGB officials would 
kindly ask their CIA counterparts.if they 
had any idea what had become of a KGB 
officer who had suddenly vanished, and 



Shebarskin 

the CIA officials would respond in equally 
diplomatic terms. 

“We would always say that the officer in 
question is well, has freedom of move¬ 
ment. and is in another country _ short¬ 
hand for saying we had him and he was 
living in toe United Slates." 

In the end. it was the mystery surround¬ 
ing Nikitenko's own death that finally 
seemed to solidify the trust between the 
CIA and KGB officials involved in the 
Gavrilov channel. The Russian spy died 
suddenly in 1991 while traveling in Brazil, 
and the KGB. uncertain whether he had 
been murdered, asked the CIA to help 
investigate. Through its contacts in the 
Brazilian government, the CIA determined 
that Nikitenko had simply died of a heart 
attack. 

“When there was some suspicion of foul 


play, we would get in touch with the CIA. 
and wc would clarify matters." recalled 
former KGB intelligence chief Sheharshin. 
“Our man Nikitenko went abroad for a 
short time and died, and wc had to check 
to see if it was a medical case or foul play. 
Wc received information from our Ameri¬ 
can colleagues tout they did not suspect 
foul play, and also they shut off any possi¬ 
ble suspicion that they were somehow 
involved in toe matter. I believed the infor¬ 
mation and I was grateful." 

The Gavrilov channel came out of the 
closet after the failed 1991 Soviet coup hy 
Communist hard-liners and emerged as the 
basis for a new intelligence liaison 
between Washington and Moscow. ■ 

LA Tunes- Washington Post 
News Service 
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IN THE basement of Ms 
Prince William ; County 
home in the stare of Yib- . 
gjnia. Kevin Lee Stotler 
was trying to milk bis 
.Endian cobra by maneuver¬ 
ing its razor-sharp fatigs : 
through a rubber ^heatbpp'. 
a plastic vial—the way he ■ 
had done hundreds of 
times before. This time the 
snake wriggled loose. The?: 
cobra sunk 'a fang tEffio" 

Stoiler's pinkie, injecting' 
lethal venom. The poison 
pulsed through Kevin Sut¬ 
ler's veins. Soon, he had 
no feeling in bis arms or 
legs. He could hardly 
breathe. 

At the hospital, a nurse 
had tp bold open his para¬ 
lyzed eyelids so he could 
sign paperwork allowing 
authorities to take away 
his 10 venomous snakes. 

He was on a gurney won¬ 
dering if he would live, 
unsure if doctora would 
find the needed antivenin. 

The recent cobra attack 
was the sixth time .Stotler 
had been bitten by a veno¬ 
mous snake. 

He was hospitalized two 
years ago for a life- 
threatening bite, and on 

the other occasions weath- _ . 

ered the symptoms at home. But 
despite the constant danger posed by 
his hobby, and a county ordinance for¬ 
bidding it, Stotler has repeatedly 
returned to his basement to nmk and 
breed deadly snakes. Stotler, a 29-year- 
oid computer maintenance worker js . 
one of hundreds of breeders across the 
United States who fuel an international 
market that specialists describe as an 
“underground zoo,” where rare poison¬ 
ous snakes are bought and sold as pets 

and mates for other snakes. 

Miflung snakes for venom is a more- 
risky endeavor pursued by fewer peo¬ 
ple. specialists said. In 1996, there 
were 24 reports to poison centere of 
moderate to life-threatening bites from 
exotic, venomous snakes. • 

Many Hies icponal n® 

involve snate kept 

an fimmitsbu'rg man died after ne was 

bitten by" a pet Indian cobra, no 

Stotler got involved in 

helps illustrate what feadsbree^rs ^ 

milkers to ply their 

suffering life-threaierung bitesJ’toUex 

said his case should also me;** ■ 

warning. “This isJ ^ 

Stotler. a lanky man goatee aod 

a cobra tattooed on his left vnn. Tf. 

someone bad come to me years ago. 

and told me;their horror 

have gotten outof it* 1 might ha 

tened to reason." , 

Stotler did it partially for money—a 
factor that often drives P*»f 
inmtlw exotic-snake .business, accord¬ 
ing to animal-control 

aSj minting the venom can net S45 » 


Kevin Lee JSto&er r 29, holds! £ Cuban, bon, the enfy snake he awns after being hospitalized with a 
cobtub'de.- Photo by Nancyfitdrews < •• ■- ■ : 


S6XW0 per gram.; Yetiom is: used by - 
researchers to . study its pote^ia] 
raedidnal uses, andio mrfte ahtivemn. ' 

What Stotler and some; others in the '■ 
field share Is a deep CSdiiatioli with 
snakes and . a desire to control an ani¬ 
mal that sends most people freeing in . 
toiior; “The adrenaline situation ofjne 
catching • soroethiug that, potentially . 
could kin me was an aspect of gratifi¬ 
cation and satisfaction. Stotler said.; 
'ir was probably toe most challenging -. 
thing in mylife I’d ever dime.” 

. Stotler said he became obsessed 
with collecting and studying snakes at 
age 8. His fascinatioo -escalated lt? a 
-.teen-agpr, when L he.bhitt cages and got. 
a rattlesnake and an anaconda. - . 

Stotler read evfcry snake boot he 
could find, including • a biography. ;of . 
Honda sriake - eirthiisiasl'. William. ; 
Haast, who. is. w idol .to Stotter ^nd . 
many otbrir snake milkras. .Haast, 86^; 1 
nins a serpentariom said said , be V has 


for treating a variety of things; A lot of 
people, believe that- and try to copy 
him.”' . •' ;• 

. After, high school. Stotier's involve- . 
'meat with' snakes escalated. He 
. acquired cobras androutfined the base- 
,ment of his mother’s home with cages 
and a heater. 5totler said his goal was 
•yenom research. Even though he had 
.. no’college ..education or formal Train-, 
ing, Stotler conducted what he called 
experiments, breeding nils and inject- . 
ing,. them .with different venom: he'd 
sometimes cut .the rats beforehand to 
sec If the venom would affect their- 
.. recovery. rEvery now and then I would, 
•get rate.yitb .cancer and find out if the 
venom- neutralized the cancer," Stotler 
; j said." “It was "more of a crusade. I 
thought there was a possibility k could 
.’help” 

'He also acquired tarantulas and' 
black -.widow spiders. He tried to milk 


runs*a scipuuaiituu wsw -.-t— the spiders, but concluded they were 
. collected venom thousands ^dC'JMbv : j ■ too'small. Stotlersaned gening bitten. . 
and has bah bitten 164 tintes t?y jxri- ; ' yihich.'snake specialists said is ineviia- 
sonoiis snakes. In additipi^ flaajohas - ble for anyone who milks regul^ly-He 
extollcd the mecfical vahics.ofjrawnv - kept careful records of each bile and. 
and said he has injected ' bnhsclf writ . how Tpuch venom he . thought. was 
small doses to try to piquet agamst. injeetcd. But Stotler didn’t go to the . 
snakebites. "■ . . i'hospital most times. He was worried 

.stotler has called Haast, : .aiKL:^nt' ' that;his,/snake collection would be 
him * photo of, a ldng cota^-^te;^ • seittd, a. concsro authorities said often 
the most deadly snakesrHteia^ 0 tl«:.i.^keeps tudei^ound Iweedersfrom seek- 
had kept'hi his basement r%7sey«ar : ing medical attention. 
wec ks. -The reason Haaitis^^erp.'te ; , Instead^ Stotler consulted a book of 

be . ftcfrbatidetr-toesea .' case studies to derenriirie how serious 
macho way,, and- they tike to emtdate 1 hirsymptoms were. Doctors said Stot- 
hjm” raid Clyde Feeling.,a Snak6s^c- '- ler could Jiave died before realizing he 
ciafisi wbq owns a zop m Alfeiwood. ’ • fad sericsjs syinptoms. “I think it's like 
“Haast, throug^qut hj5 /fife, 'befibttd r playing Russian roulette " ^aid Bony 
that Venoms were going to beaBefifl: / ; Gold, a Baltimore poison consultant 


who has helped treat more 
than 300 snakebites and 
has - advised ' Stotier’s 
doctors. 

- In 1995, a Chinese 
cobra wrapped itself 
around Stotier's right 
hand and bit his left hand 
twice. Stotler ultimately 
called 911 and said he 
was suffering from heat¬ 
stroke to try to conceal 
his snake collection. The 
doctor thought Stotler 
needed his appendix 
removed and was ready 
to begin surgery when 
Stotler finally told the 
truth. After that bite. 
Stotler said, he moved to 
Charlottesville where he 
said he used the Univer¬ 
sity of Virginia’s librar¬ 
ies to read about 
toxicology. 

Animal-control offi¬ 
cials took his poisonous 
snakes, and he promised 
to breed only non- 
poisonous varieties, 
which he continues to do 
today. Stotler returned to 
Triangle earlier this year 
because his mother was 
suffering from cancer, he 
said. In November, Stot¬ 
ler said, he obtained 
snakes to milk for their 
venom to help pay bills, 
which mounted after his 
- mother's death. “I was in trouble and 
needed money fast." Stotler said. 

Stotler said researchers in the 

■ “experimental medical field" buy 
. venom from milkers who work in 

their homes, sometimes in violation of 
' local laws. He declined to say who 
bought his venom, or how much he 
charged. But Stotler said he spedal- 
•' ized in-crossbred snakes.' which bring 
in more money. 

' When Stotler was bitten on Dec. '3, 
he thought he was going to die. He 
was put on a respirator as the venom 
played havoc with his muscles. After 
an. all-night effort. • Gold turned up 
■eight vials of antivenin from New 
York and-10 more from Baltimore. By 
the' next day. the antivenin had 
worked. Stotler. who is uninsured, 
was released from the hospital after 
racking up $11,000 in bills, not 
including doctors* fees or the cost of 
the antivenin and its transportation. 

. He's also been issued a.$500 citation 
. for violating the county code on poi- 
sonous-shake possession. 

Stotier's sister. Cynthia, said, "He's 
going to have another hobby now. 
.' Maybe stamp collecting. Something 
safe!" Stotler said he’s planning to 
make a video to dissuade others from 

■ raising venomous snakes. Asked about 
: his .plans, Stotler said he's going to 

stick to non-venomous snakes. But 
then he paused. "If I ever.did get back 
into it" Stotler said, “it would be with 
the king cobras, l am addicted when it 
comes id kings." ■ : 

LA Times- Washington Post 
Newsservice 


Mixing the right 
soup for survival 


By Daniel Green 

SOME US embryologists scientists who 
study how a single fertijisedegg develops are 
proposing an alternative theory: that genes 
are like building regulations, and it is grow¬ 
ing cells that are toe cutting edge of 
evolution. 

The idea has arisen out of some weird 
observations. A chimpanzee's genes are 99 
percent toe same as human genes. Even one- 
third of yeast genes have counterparts in 
humans. 

The curiosity is not how alike humans, 
chimpanzees and yeast must somehow be. 
but how different they actually are when they 
have so many genes in common. 

Another observation is that bacteria have 
evolved to live on just about any energy 
source. Some live in darkness, others in vol¬ 
canic vents, and yet others on your teeth. 
Other living creatures are differently diverse. 
They give electric 
shocks, fly. or write 
symphonies, but 
their food is more 
or less the same. 

The two are 
linked because eat¬ 
ing is about the bio¬ 
chemistry of 

energy. Fruit flies, 
which have many 
genes in common 
with humans, are 
genetically and bio¬ 
chemically similar 
to people. There are 
even biotechnology 
companies study¬ 
ing fruit fly genet¬ 
ics to help under¬ 
stand human 
biochemistry. 

Whar may have 
happened in prehis¬ 
tory is that bacteria 
came first and 
learned bow to 
evolve biochemi¬ 
cally. Two billion 
or so years later 
came other living 
creatures, which 
evolved through 
changing shape and behaviour. 

John Gerhart of UC Berkeley and Marc 
Kirschner at Harvard Medical School have 
just published their summary of modem 
embryology*. It proposes that the vehicles 
for much of this second type of evolution are 
cells, and they are especially interested in one 
type called neural crest cells. 

These are cells ihau during embryo devel¬ 
opment, can turn into any of an enormous 
variety of more specialised ones. They 
include bones, bird beaks:, human vocal 
cords, sense organs and blood vessels many 
of the distinguishing features of species. 

The job of neural crest cells is to explore. 
Blood vessels grow in patterns that are not 
determined by genes, and are often different 
in identical twins. Elk antlers, hummingbird 
beaks and elephants' trunks are all derived 
from neural crest cells. 

These cells have been studied for decades, 
but as Gerhart and Kirschner surveyed 
embryologists’ work, increasingly informed 
by discoveries in more basic science such as 
molecular biology, it seemed that evolution 
itself depended on such cells. 

Is that enough to consider displacing genes 
from the centre of the evolutionary universe? 
No. But it does begin to suggest genes should 
share the centre stage with cells. 



To see how toe two work together, lei us 
lake, annfh^r took at hn W genes work, in the 
light of molecular and cell biology. 

Genes cause cells to make proteins such as 
insulnf'^ihcJ Tiaerhbelobin: These proteins 
make the body work. 

But genes do not make proteins all the 
time: they are switched on and off by what is 
happening around them. Insulin is made only 
when toe conditions are right, perhaps when 
sugar is eaten. Every cell in your body has 
toe same genes, but every gene has a set of 
switches which make sure. Tor example, that 
your skin cells do not start making insulin. 

The switches work in response to toe envi¬ 
ronment. But their environment is toe cell. 
So genes and cells affect each other. 

Take deer antlers: Genes create a biochem¬ 
ical soup in which cells grow. During toe ani¬ 
mal's development these cells ■'explore" new 
shapes. The size and shape of the antlers vary 
how toe elk reacts to its environment: it may 
find it hard to eat 
leaves growing 
high, or easier to 
challenge rivals 
for the low- 
growing leaves. 
Either way. the 
food the animal 
eats affect where 
and when genes 
get switched on 
that is. they affect 
the biochemical 
soup. 

If toe combination 
of genes and cells 
works well, toe 
animal is success¬ 
ful and the soup's 
recipe is passed on 
to toe next 
generation. 

What the 
embryologists are 
saying does noi 
contradict tradi¬ 
tional Darwinian 
evolution. Richard 
Dawkins, for 
example, has said 
the ability to 
evolve better is 
itself toe result of 
evolution. Cells that evolve quickly would be 
one way of doing this. 

This also implies there can be different 
kinds of evolution, as in bacteria and their 
biochemical diversity, and animals and their 
shape diversity. Gerhart and Kirschner tenta¬ 
tively suggest there can be psychological 
evolution, too. 

Other scientists have suggested prehistoric 
man was what we would now describe as 
schizophrenic, given the evidence of 
remorse-free killings prompted by divine 
"voices", for example, described by Homer. 

Even this does not exclude genes, whose 
functioning is affected by the outside world. 
Schizophrenia appears to be related to a pro¬ 
tein in the brain called dopamine- This is, of 
course, made by a gene. 

So genes tell cells what they can and can¬ 
not do. In return, cells call on the resources 
of genes to enable them to act Perhaps the 
best analogy is that we are driving a car. The 
genes ore the gears and engine while the cells 
are the bodywork and wheels. Lois of differ¬ 
ent car designs are possible. 

* Cells. Embryos and Evolution, by John 
Gerhart and Marc Kirschner. Blackwell Sci¬ 
ence 1997. $69.95. ■ 

Financial Times Syndication 
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• Her Majesty Queen Nbor has 
opened, Wednesday ike. Zaha 
Gardens■ and the, Zaha Cultural 
Center which is established by 
the Amman Greater Municipality 
after it received ft generous dona¬ 
tion of JD 350,000 from Zaha 
Jar donah. The complex, which is 
in Khalda, is basically a recrea¬ 
tional ground .that includes a 
children’s library, computer sec¬ 
tion, a film hall and tennis 
courts. The idea is to beef up. the 
services provided by GAM for the 
children of Amman. 


Who is looking at you babe! 


Films on the 
silver screen 


AMMAN (Star)—Have you 
ever warned to be in tush sur¬ 
roundings or experience some¬ 
thing exciting, mesmerizing or 
even captivating? Well, you 
can experience ail of these 
things at the Philadelphia. 

The 550-seat cinema is ar¬ 
guably one of the biggest in 
the country. 

A cinema is about comfort, 
when people go to the flicks 
they want to experience a good 
outing. At the Philadelphia, 
they have a reputation for pro¬ 
viding just ihat. Established in 
1985. the cinema has from the 
start sought to provide the best 
service. In 1986. Philadelphia 
expanded yet again with a new 
but smaller cinema of 150 
seats in the same complex. 

When sitting down, you feel 
that you are sinking in a slum¬ 
ber. The seats are so comforta¬ 
ble. that you don’t ever want 
to leave. In the case of Phila¬ 
delphia 1. what is interesting 
also is that despite the huge 
auditorium, patrons can take 
their seats anywhere—the mid¬ 
dle. left isle", right isle—and 
still get the maximum effect. 
This is basically for two rea¬ 
sons: the big screen and the 
sounding system. 

•• “We have installed the latest 
revolution in sound systems 
anywhere in the cinema indus¬ 
try which is the digital DTS." 
says Samir Seikaly. co-owner 
of Philadelphia. 

“This not only makes the 
spectator see the Him but live 
it because of the surround¬ 
ings—the screen and the sud- 


*1 



Mr Samir Seikaly 

den voices that come from ail 
sides of the auditorium give 
him a special atmosphere." 

This distinct ambiance is 
helped by the fact that Mr Sei¬ 
kaly comes from a family that 
went into the cinema business 
back in the 1930s and 1940s 
in Palestine. 

“We are pioneers in the cin¬ 
ema line, we were among the 
first people that have indulged 
in theaters, cinemas and die 
film business." he adds. 

Mr Seikaly draws on this 
rich background for under¬ 
standing the movie scene, 
what to order, what not. what 
people will like, w'hat are the 
different tastes and attitudes. 

And in this respect. Phila¬ 
delphia was able to continue 
to expand. 

"We have been able to show 
thc biggest films.” The latest 


Mr Ihsan Seikaly 

James Bond movie. Tomorrow 
Never Dies is due to open at 
the cinema right on the day of 
Eid A! Fitr. 

"We could have shown the 
film right after it was released 
during last Christmas as it was 
the case in Europe and the 
USA. however, we decided to 
wail till after Ramadan." said 
Ihsan Seikaly. the other co¬ 
owner of Cinema Philadel¬ 
phia. 

“Bond has been the top film 
up till now and it will be fol¬ 
lowed bv all other favorite 
productions." says Samir Sei¬ 
kaly. - - 

The cinema's success was 
also due to its international 
connections. 

“We are the agents here for 
one of the largest cinema com¬ 
panies in the world. UIP. This 
is a consortium of the five big 


New business center 
for frequent flyers 


BRITISH AIRWAYS formally opened a new 
business center for frequent flyers at London 
Heathrow Airport this week ottering the latest 
in computer technology. 

Sponsored by Hewlett-Packard Ltd and man¬ 
aged hv desktop services company Compute- 
center. the new center at the club Europe 
lounge in Terminal I. enable British Airways 
Executive Silver and Gold members and club 
Europe husiness passengers to maximize lime 
while waiting tor flights . 

It is equipped with personal computers and 
modem connections for laptop computers, ena¬ 
bling users to send emails and service docu¬ 
ments and access available business informa¬ 
tion via the internet. The facilities also include 
faxes, phones, and printers, photocopying and 
scanning facilities 

Martin George. British Airways director of 
marketing said: “This center will offer a real 
benefit to increasingly busy businesses custom¬ 
ers whose lime is precious. The ability to 


access information networks using the most 
advanced computer technology can make all 
the difference in successful business." 

The center has been on trial since November 
and has already voted a hited with passengers, 
some of whom check in early for flights in 
order to use it. 

John Golding, chairman and managing 
director of Hcwelen-Packard Ltd said: “Wc are 
delighted to be working with British Airways to 
offer a travelling experience of the future. HP 
offers a a wealth of market-leading technology- 
solutions and British Airways offers passengers 
the best choice and service.” 

Mike Norris, chief executive of Ccmputa- 
center said: ‘The initial triaf have shown that 
accessing, the internet and sending emails arc 
the most popular services. 

Costomers are also delighted that the service 
is free and supported by the expertise of Comp- 
tacenlcr staff. ■ 


Enjoy 

the 

latest in 
design 


THE LONDON 
Fashion Week is to 
take place between 
21-26 February. 
Sponsored by Vidal 
Sassoon, this year, it 
is taking place at the 
Natural History' 
Museum in London. 
The Week includes 
the London Designers 
Exhibition where 140 
exhibitors will show 
their top ready to 
wear designs and 
accessories For the 
AUtumn/Winter *98 
seasons. Also there 
will he catwalk shows 
throughout the Week, 
displaying the latest 
Autumn/Winter ‘98 
fashion collections of 
over 50 designers. ■ 



Sponsored by 
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cinema companies in A men car 
Metro Goldwyn Mayer. Uni¬ 
versal. United Artists. Para¬ 
mount. and Dreamworks." Mr 
Samir Seikaly adds. {Dream¬ 
works] is a new company that 
was formed by Steven Spiel¬ 
berg with a capital of S12 bil¬ 
lion. 

“Spielberg is well known 
for producing and directing the 
top films for the last 10 to 15 
years. He started with ET and 
ended with Jurrasic Park." As 
long as he deals with UIP all 
his films should be shown here 
at the. Philadelphia, Mr Samir 
Seikaly points out. 

With such connections the 
Philadelphia Cinema has over 
the years built a competitive 
edge over all other cinemas. 

“We release the films 
through a special arrangement, 
we import the films and there 
is a special agreement with the 
company regarding every 
film," Mr Samir Seikaly adds. 

He says that changes have 
to be made in the cinema in¬ 
dustry in Jordan if it is to revi¬ 
talize itself. Mr Seikaly re¬ 
gards copyright as very 
important which should be en- • 
forced. “This is the main issue 
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Tamarraiv file verDies 


of an understanding with the 
government, we will continue 
suffering." 

He continues that censor¬ 
ship is another problem where 
an amicable agreement should 
be reached with the govern¬ 
ment about what to show and 
what not to. This is essential 
in the era of satellites.. “Also 
fJTV's} Channel 2 has been 
showing daring scenes.” He 
adds that censorship should be 
streamlined through the rating 
system which already exists in 
Europe the USA. 

Both co-owners recognize 
that over the >«ars there has 
been a-change in the audienc- 


wc ha\&-baea-«if faring Jam - -P&Jn the late. IS^s^n^gaijy 
and unless we set to some sort 1950 s when the cinema move-. 


mem stoned in Jordan, “you 
would find everybody, all the 
ministers, all Che big personal¬ 
ities who would go on regular 
basis." 

Today it's different. Most 
people that frequent cinemas 
are the younger generation. In¬ 
deed cinema is seen by the 
older generation as an outlet 
for the young. Mr Seikaly 
says, something which he 
wouldn't necessarily agree 
with. 

But cinema should be some¬ 
thing for all to enjoy and not 
geared just to one section of 
society. This is the fact all 
over the world, and should be 
so in this country:®;' • ’ *' y ” r 


Kevin Costner hits to 
premiere on Super movies 


ALL AMERICAN actor, Kevin Costner, prob¬ 
ably most famous for his Academy Award win¬ 
ning direction of Dances With Wolves, featuring 
in four box office hits airing on Super Movies 
this month. His versatility is on display, from 
the romantic bodyguard 
to the feared gunslinger 
to the hardened criminal. 

Costner does it all. 

Costner's second star¬ 
ring appearance was in 
the Super Movies West¬ 
ern premier of Wyatt 
Earp that was shown on 9 
January, where he co- 
slared with De nnis 
Quaid and Gene Hack- 
man. Costner stared as 
Wyatt Earp. who grows 
from an innocent and ad¬ 
ventures young man, to 
one of the most feared 
gunslingers and respected 
peacekeepers of the Wild 
West. At the infamous 
gun battle at the O.K. 

Corral. Wyatt Earp the 
sheriff becomes Wyatt 
Earp the avenger, chang¬ 
ing his life forever. 

A Perfect World show¬ 
ing 16 January at 8:00 pm GMT. secs Costner 
playing opposite Clint Eastwood and Laura 
Dem. In this moving drama, Costner stars as 
Butch Haynes, a hardened criminal who man¬ 
ages to escape from custody. Haynes kidnaps a 
seven year old boy. taking him hostage. 


The criminal and box develop a unique 
friendship, experiencing pleasures missed from 
their childhood. Eastwood stars os Texas Ranger 
Red Garnett who is in hot pursuit of Haynes 
and the little boy. This movie deals with the 
"complexities of human 
relationships and fate in a 
most imperfect world. 

To conclude Costner's 
starring performance on 
Super Movies this month 
is Costner star role in 
Oliver Stone's political 
movie JFK on Monday 
19 January at 8 pm GMT. 
Costner stars as the Dis¬ 
trict Attorney Jim Garri¬ 
son, investigating the bru¬ 
tal shooting of one of 
America's most famous 
Presidents. John F. Ken¬ 
nedy. Tommy Lee Jones 
plays conspirator Clay 
Shaw -and Gary Oldman 
plays the first suspect in 
murder. 

Lee Harvey Oswald, 
who just a few days after 
being arrested, was shot 
down in cold blood. Slone 
studiously researched the 
facts surrounding President Kennedy and his as¬ 
sassination, combining truth and conjecture to 
bring viewers an alternative theory to the War¬ 
ren Commission conclusion, that a lone assassin 
killed the President, earning Stone a Golden 
globe for Best Director. ■ 
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Soothing sound of Moullieen 




j • The Moullieen Band, a traditional folklore group that has come all the way from the 
\ heart of Damascus continues with its nightly performances at the Villa Cafe for the rest of 
i Ramadan. This is the second week. Already people have been flocking to the Cafe in Um 
• Uthaina to watch the wonders of the group dance and play traditional folklore music com- 
i hined with the enigmatic sound of Amir. You can sit, walch and enjoy while eating your 
i Katayef or anything else you may fancy from the menu. 
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Fumbling for fils recline button, Ted 
unwittingly Instigates a disaster. 


Winning is like shaving, 
you do it every day, or 
you look like a bum. 


O RKHLYIAmk Mafia Saviees 
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Amman cinemas 


• Galleria I fTd: 079 33430): Fools Rash In 

• Galleria Q (Tel: 079 33430):Beveriy Hills Ninja | 

• Philadelphia I (Tel: 634149): Tke Peacemaker 

• Philadelphia H (TeL 634149): TVirter 

• Plaza (Td: 699238): Scream / Scream 

• Concord I (Tel: 677420): Conspiracy Theory 

• Concord II (Tel: 677420): Afr. Bean 


ENGLISH PROGRAMS 


SATURDAY 

2dDO-—Holy Koran 
2:1^—Twinkle 
2^—French Programs . 
;4:IS—Prayers 
."4:30—Believe A Behave 
. 5:00—NBA Games 
; 6:00—Neighbors 
_ &30—News Headlines - 
, 6:35—You Bet Your life 
7:00—News in French 
. • 7:15—Ramadan Tates 
7=2&^Perapective 
• 8:00—Cinema Cinema. 

: 8:30—Prism 

.. 9:10—-Time Trax •:" : 

. 10:00—-News at Ten 
.18:30—Feature VSbnirfo . 
'.'Greater Love 
12:00—Country Mosic 
. 1230—Islam in a Changing 
World 


SUNDAY 

.• 2.*08—Holy Koran- 
- 2:10^-The Pink Panther 
2:15—Johnny Quest 
7; * ! 2JO-FrenchI?ogn»ms . 
4:15—Prayers (LinJkwidi OlJJ 
4s30—Believe & Behave . 
5:00—Energy Express 
5:30—Ta mn ' 

6:30—News Headlines 
6:35—America’s Foamiest 
People 

7:00—News in French 
7:15—'Ramadan Tales 
7:35—Black Hat Chef 
8:00—Dadd’s Army 
8:30—Kill mg fora Living 1 ' 
9:10—Renegade ’ 

10:00—News at Ten • 
1030—North & South 
11:10—Jewel in the Crown 
12:00—Islam in aChammuE 
World -T 1 


630—News Headlines 
635—Step by Step 
7:00—News in French 
7:15—Ramadan Tales 
7:35—Nature of Thing 
8:00—The Upper Hand 
830—Challenges 
9:10—Ktmg Fu 
10:00—News at Ten 
1030—A Woman of 
Independent Means 
11:15—Country Music 
12:00—Islam in a Changing 
World 


8:30—Brisco County 
9:10—Knife to the Heart 
10:00—News at Ten 
1030— Streets or Lnrido 
11:30—Feature Film 
1:00—Islam in a Changing 
World 



Gillette Sports^ Yuesday at 6: 

5:30^-Anfanal Show " ~ i. 

6:00—Neighbors ■’ - > . 

.630—News Kradfines 
635--Hope & Gloria : 

7:05—News In Reach - . ■ _. 
7:15—Ramadan Tates' • ■ 

735^-The *fealft Show i‘£,< ' 


0 pm- 


wtosiq • • - : 

• 9:3f^;3EBg®aiider; v 
MkOO^News atTcp 


lltG—Cosmos tDod) 


Ik 


W*r*r>. r - 1 - 

v.':£.l- ■■.• 

•• Tuesday:■ • y &: '' 


6dM—Gillette Sports - 
<k 3Q—News Headfines . 

:635—A Whole New Ball 
—News in French 
7:15—Ramadan Tales 
:735>-Hladc Hat Chef. . 
8:00—WhatWould YouDo • 
830—Encounter 
9:10—Bollywood Remembers 
10:00—Newsat Ten ’ 
1030—Magaret Volant 
11:15—Feature Film: 

12:00— Murai jn aChanging 
World ■ 


THURSDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:10—My Little Fairy Tale 
230—French Programs 
4:15—Prayers lUnk with Ch. 1) 
430—Befieve & Behave 
5:00—NBA Games 
6:00—Prince & The Pauper 
630—News Headlines 
635—Big Brother Jake 
7:00—News in French 
7:15—Ramadan Tales 
7:35—Black Hat Chef 
8:00—Over A Cup of Tea 
8:30—Lois & dark 
9:10—The Oprah Winfrey 
10:00—News at Ten 
1030—Feature Film: The 
Mensem the Corner 
12:00—Music Show 
1230—Islam in a Changing 
World 


PROGRAMMES 
EN FRANCAIS 
SAMED1 

2:30—Betes pas B&tes 
2:45—Extra large 
3:00—Cajon 
4:00—Magazine 

L'nruf de Cotomb 


DIMANCHE 

230—Micro Kids 
2:45—Extra large 
3:00—Magazine 

Foul pas rever 
4:00—Le Tour de France 


LUNDI 

2:30—Betes pas Betes 
2:45—Extra large 
3:00—Thalassfi 
4:00—Magazine scientifiqne 
Cimi sur cinq 


MARDI 

2:30—Betes pas Betes 
2:45—Extra large 
3:00—Savoir plus sant£ 
4:00—E=M6 


MONDAY r - 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:10—Hammerman-. ;. ; * 
230—French Programs 
4:15—Prayers {Unkvith Ch.1) 
430—Believe & Behave 
530—Rldhte High 


TUESDAY 


: 4:tS^Prkfers(tM wbh ChJJ 

430^BeBeVe&BehaVe . Y > - 
.530—Skijtoy'■ . . ■ ; 

.530^SquweOheTV ,V 


WEDNESDAY 

2:00r—Holy Koran 
2:10—Johnny Quest 
230—French Programs 
4:35—Prayers f Link with Ch.1) 
430—Believe & Behave 
5:00—Border Town 
530—The Finder 
6^)0—-Neighbors 


FRIDAY 

.2:00—Holy Koran 
2:10—Ruxpin 
2:30—French Programs 
4:15—Prayers (Link with Ch.1) 
4:30-—Believe & Behave 
5:00—Wishbone 
530—Metro Caft 
6:30—News Headlines 
635—Small Talk 
7:00—News m French 
7:15—Ramadan Tales 
735r-Life on die Internet- 
8:00—Friends 


MERCREDI 

230— Micro kids 
2:45—Extra large 
3:00—Ushuala 
4:00—Goutez-raoi (a 


JEUDI 

230—Envoye Special 
4:00—Atonies crochns 


VENDREDI 

230—Les compagnons 
dela loco 
4:00—Magazine 

AUolalerre 


Programs are subject to change by JTV 
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ACROSS 
1 Thaw 
5 Continued. 
wSiout - 


to Amass sd-fi 


U Dfca_ 

15 _ 

18 
17 

confections 

t9 Ma BeVs 
dxte~ 

20 Dined 
gi attffcfe 
•Merer 
22 Watt 
. stfaseaino 


fciuo) 

40 CoMure 

41 Blue dye 

42 Sunburn 

43 Scope .. 

44 Empty 

45 Green done 
47 SD* 

40 RaepedU. 


IQT.pmpM 
2 Museof • 


51 - 

55 KUdot 
sandwich 
57 BSnd as_ 

59 Tto4ao4tje 
whvwr 

60 Onoceled 

61 Figure !n 
Greek 


4.KWrf*or 

Kbppei 

5 Oder id 
refean . 

6 “_anda 
boner.' 

7 Forbidden 


31 Mosfemraier- 
-32. Ass - - 
33 Co mmedfc 
jW‘_ 

■■'-34 Paper. 


8 Poem . 

.9 Those who 
. cuddfe 
10 Bnotonal. 
dhcck 


11 Ttaclcal 
- - cyaone 


.'35 jSwaslBner' 
3 7 Sefuafej. 

' 40 Ftoa Wndc# 
-• budget 
4i Cerpeit-::’ 
43 BreeHng. - 
- .'sound 
,44-Planet ’. r . 
46 Old- 

TatiKonad - 
edar 
48 Day's 
. marches ' 

50 Ctem 


24 Wi 
28 Del Bern 
28 BuBdng 
Wings 

30 Usedgoffif 
33 KMdeabow 

36 Sgnof 


archkecum 
64 Bed board 


12 Robert^ . 
134n#iopoioget 


38 One ota 

Lain Wo 

38 FtaddQhs 


66 Utysax 

67 - 
sendmeh 

68 Tnraactoiis 

69 Arabian port 


DOWN 


18 Cede 

23 Nerds 
25 _ ell [tate) 
27 Saws 
29 “Dartt 
ghcatcAa 
dunce’ 


52 Exrtbfeng 
■ ennui 

53 Stack 

54 Red dye 

55 Impetuous 

56 Fashion 


58 Gorg 
82 AHngtodl... 
63 Harem roorh 




vy**—TBDCS WEEK’S- * ** 

* HOROSCOPE * 


By linda Black . 

Weekly'Bp: The moon’s in Aries, cmismg spades to fly. 
Middled wi& fee Sun in Cap ri co rn , there’s bound to be tots 
of quick action required. 

. Aries (March 21<Aiufl 1S% A stem boss will not find 
your pranks amusing. StiflcL These are good days to ask far 
a raise, alfeough you may not see any monqr until later. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20). A pesky past doe assignment 
wrecks your plans. Reschedule fee fun. You're looking 
good. Something you’ve been wanting for along time could 
finally materialize. , • 

Gemini (May 21-June 21). An older friend has a great 
idea. Put it into action. Pay bills and fees and youH get into 
fee program you want A person from a different back¬ 
ground's your most interesting choice. 

?. Cancer (June 22-Joly 22). Watch out for an older person 
wife a hot temper. He or sbe could be on the warpaih_ Meet 
wife fiieads and sea up an agenda feat will get you where you 
aD want to go. It’ll be easy to make inqxxtant decisions. . 

Xcq (July 23-Ang. 22). A.stodgy older person cramps 
your style. There’s no point in arguing, especially if your 
paycheck is involved. Go along wife the prog ra m. 

.. Virgo (Aug. 23-SepL 22). Love locks good but there’s 

- some tension r^ganBng money. Once it gets there, you’ll be 
able to do what-you warn. Make plans for the future. A new 
assignment disrupts your plans for the present Not to wooy. 

.. libra {Sept 23-0*1.23). Take it easy. Your date should 
go very well. A commitment would not be a mistake at alL 
Stub away as much, money as posable: It’d come fe very 
hkudy later. ' ' 

. Scorpio (Oct 24-Nov.21). Your experience is rejected by 
a co-worker. Just wait —- you’ll have fee last laugh Go 
shopping fora household item . Education and love are 
linked for the next several months. 

Sagfitarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). A test in your career field 
dominates. Go out to celebrate whether you aced it or not 
Yew wffllive through jt, and that counts as a win. A friendly 
argument helps you keep your wits.fine-tuned. 

' . Capricorn (Dec- 22-Jan. 19). Don't take a friend's fit too 
seriously. He or she should be calmed down soon, with you 
back in control. Cradinue to make all die major decisions. 

- Aquarius (Jau.20-Feh.18). Don’t let a rowdy friend talk 
-you into more trouble than you have already. Keep him or 
her oat of delicate negotiations. 

'Usees (Feb. 19-March 20). Give your money to your 
paitner arid you'll comeout ahead. He or she wSlgotabet- 
ter deal than you would. A disruption at your home mess¬ 
es tqi your schedule, but don’t despair. 
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" .CSpuy about the long wait for your order, sir, 
' butlbe chef had to hide In the walk-hi cooler while 

• the immigration people searched foe bulVdlng.” 
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Supplement en fran£ais du Star 


Vedrine contre «une initiative particuliere» dans le processus de paix 

mon retiendra de la visite d'Hubert Vedrine, le miaislrefnaif ms des Affaires itrungkres, en 
Jordanie, qu ’eUe a fcdlli ne pas avoir lieu, en raison des intempfries exceptionneHes du debut de 
semtdne. L 'avion du ministre a pu taut de mime otterir comma privu sur Taeroport de Markq, ou la 
dilegationfranqabe a decouvert avec surprise unpays enrusigi etfroid La visite n‘a dari que 
quelques heures. Hubert Vedrine a at le temps de signer un protocole financier entre la Trance et la 
Jordanie de SO millions de panes etdes ’entretenir avec le Prince Hassan et le Roi Hussein. R lour a 
redit la volatile de la France de «partidper au renforcement et it I’intensificatioo des prises de 
position europeennes sur le processus de paix et d'avoir nne concertation avec les Etats-Unis*. . 
I jus de la conference de presse tentte avec son homologue jordanien Fayez Tarawneh (notre photo), 
le cltefde la diplomatic Jritngabe a souligni qu 'Un’etait pas favorable & «une initiative particufi&re 
en pins'* mats qu’il tenait ace que <tous les efforts s’effectuent dans la m€me direction* afin de 
permettre la relance des nfgociatiom entre Palestinians et Israiliens. Cette position da juste milieu 
etait encore plus marquee sur l’Irak. Jje ministrefranqab a insite sur la necessity pour Bagdad de 
permettre un acces sans conditions de ses sites attx inspections de TOnu. II reagissati it la decision 
irakienne d ’inferrompre le travail de la Commission speciaie de VOnu chargie de ddsarmer [’Irak 
(UNSCOM) en raboti de la composition cn majorite amiriemne d'une des equipes d f inspection. 
Ccpendant Hubert Vedrine a dgalement indiqui que «la souverainete et la digniti» de TIrak 
devaient etre prises en comptepar I'VNSCOM. 





Gastronomie 


Societe 


Le monsieur Qatayef d’Amman 


Le qatayef, a mi-chemin entre le muffin americain et 
la crepe bretonne, est l 'un des desserts les plus apprecies du 
Ramadan. L' infatigable pdtissier Abu Ali est Tun de ses chant res 

depuis pres de 40 ans. 


Sous I’oeil de la censure 



Dans sonfournil, Abu Ati mine les operations du petrin 
jusqu 'a la cuisson du qatayef. 


C’est lin fefugic paiesli' 
nicn qui habile en Jordanie do 
puis 1059. II vieni de Deir Yas¬ 
sin. ce village Uc Palestine, 
trisiemenl celebre pour le mas¬ 
sacre de ccniaines de Palesti- 
niens par I'armee i.sra^Iienne. 
En 194b. sa lamillc quilte ses 
racines pour Vinstallcr a Bei- 
rouih. -J’tivuis scnlciih'iu 14 
anx. raconic Abu Ali dans un 
dialecic lihanais. a mime cctait 
i lift idle duller ii Vvcole. j'ai 
decide de mmiillcr dans des 
fa wUmgenes et Jet patisseries 
pour gagner de Targcnt et ai¬ 
der ma famine-. Pcndani douze 
ans au Li ban. ii apprend son 
metier. Puis ii veut rejoindre 
son frire en Arabic Saoudiie 
pour iravaillcr ensemble el 
gagner plus d'argent. !1 se re¬ 
move Moquc a rvmman : -lc 
pays etait ahrs chronic par 
I'asscissinat du premier mini • 
she Mtizza Al-Majali. C'rrait 
done ires compliqtie de partir 
dans unc telle situation surtout 
que les pnliciers nrretaient 
heauenup de Palestiniens pour 
les inierroger v. Pas d'autre 
choi\ pour Abu Ali que de se 
melt re ii son compte pour sur- 
vivre : *J'ctais marie. Je Jevais 
fairc n 'importc qtioi pour fair e 
vivre ma JdniUle. J'ai beaucoup 
rcflechi avant dc me lancer et 
de monter ma prapre patisserie 
pnifituni ainsi de mon expe¬ 
rience liltanaise». 

Ahu Ali ne confeclionne que 
le qaiayef. Douze mois sur 
douze. il consacrc ses four- 
neaux a ce dessert qui rfegne en 


maitre sunout pendant le mois 
dc Ramadan. 11 a gtf le premier 
en Jordanie a pilferer cette 
original tie : «Lc qaiayef csl une 
spec'taiiie du mois de jeune 
mais pour moi. ce n'est pas ime 
raison pour qu’U Jisparaisse le 
reste de I'annee. II v a des gens 
qui I'aiment beaucoup el qui ne 
wulcnt pas en etre prives pen¬ 
dant tmze mois *. 

Aujourd'hui Abu Ali jouit 
d'une belie reputation. II nc se 
conicme pas de servir Ic tout 
Amman -ministres. deputes, 
hommes de la rue- mais £galc- 
meni des restaurants tcls que 
Jabri ou Ala ali. Ni le froid. ni 
la pluie. ni la grele n'empechent 
ses clients de fairc la queue de- 
vanl sa petite boutique au 
crcux d’un escalier qui d£vale 


Djebel Lweibdeh vers la basse- 
villc. Abu Ali a un secret. Dans 
sa recette du qatayef trainc des 
souvenirs du Liban. Cc goQt 
particular a fait sa rcnommee. 
ij’aiine bien le qatayef d'Ahu 
Ali et jc nc manque jamais de 
passer par ici malgre le froid-. 
conlle un moustachu en 
s'essuyant le visage avec un 
mouchoir. Cc client fidfele fre¬ 
quence le vieux palissier depuis 
1971 : »La patience et 

I'habilete dent il fail preuve 
dans ce metier ne me pousscni 
pas u allcr voir ailleurs -. Pour 
Abu Ali, cette confiancc est la 
recompense qu'il a toujours es- 
pense. *Dcs que j'ai commence 
ce metier, je me sub fixe intis 
objectifs: la qualite. du produit. 
une clientele sat'tsfaite cl le 
success Cette determination re- 
cueille I'admiration de ses fits. 
-Peu de gens realbent ce qu'ils 
desircni. intervient Tun dc ses 
huit fils, nous sommes quasre a 
iravaillcr avec lui ct [murnuit 
e'est toujours lui qui prepare la 
pilte•. Depuis 39 ans. cel 
homme d'une soixantaine 
d'annees. mains ct hrus couvcns 
en permanence dc larinc. sul- 
ministre scul sa patisserie. Ce 
n'est pas une question dc mc- 
fiance it 1'egard de sa prog^ni- 
ture (qui hesite encore it lui suc- 
ci?der) mais dinddpendance : 
“Je ne veut pas restcr it la nnu- 
sivi et finir darts mon lit incapa¬ 
ble de bougcr. H faut iravaillcr 
pour sc sentir vivant». Pendant 
qu'il parlc. sourire aux levres. il 
rcmue la pate it qatayef. Dehors. 
Ics clients attendem. ■ 


Ali nom d 7 une morale empreinte de religion, les Jordaniens tie sontpas litres de voir 
d’ecouter ou de lire ce qu'ils veulent. Cinema, television, radio, litterature, § 

les ciseaux de l ’interdit sont partout . - - . - 


“Lg but principal de la 
censure des nicJias. e'est de 
preserver la culture jorda- 
nienne cl noire civilisation-. 
L'opinion J'un rcsponsahlc au 
ministerc de ('information qui a 
prefere garder I'anonymar ne 
scmblc fairc uucun doutc sur 
Ics intenuons des censcurs : 
conimier la pensce des Jorda¬ 
niens. Dans cc pays, il cxiste 
deux types dc censure. La pre¬ 
miere. repressive, s'operc au 
sein du departement dc lu cen¬ 
sure qui depend du Minist&rc 
de I’informntion et qui obdit a 
certaines regies : pns d'ofTenses 
ou d'acics contre le mi et la fa¬ 
mine my ale. contre la stabilite 
du pays ct surtout contre fa re¬ 
ligion musulmane. La 
deuxieme est plus incidicuse. II 
s'agit d'autneensure Inraquc 
I'auteur s'absticnt lui-mdme dc 
dire ou d'ecrire quclque chose a 
1'encontrc de la morale olli- 
cidlc. Les jnurnalistcs de la ra¬ 
dio jnrdanrennc s’interdisent 
par excmple de purler d'alcool 
it I'antcnnc. sous pcinc dc rete- 
nucs sur le prochain salaire. 


'"■it- A 




mais des gens comme vous et 
moi. de simples foncti on naira. 
Dans un bureau du ddparte- 
mem, chacun regoit une pile 
d’ouvrages S ddpouiller. A la 
premifere phrase suspecie, e'est 
tout le bouqum qui est censurd. 
«Une . fob. le livre d'une 
celebre icrivain egyptienne a 
ite interdit d cause de la der- 
nbre ligne », sc Souvient fun 
des responsables de la section. 
tC'esi un travail qui est dur 
car il faut passer beaucoup dc 
temps-a voir des films ou a lire 
pour ne rim laisser passer et 
e'est aussi un travail pesant *, 
ajoute-t-iL Surtout. quand. 
comme lui. on n'est pas con- 
voineu.du bien-fondd de la cen- 
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Nahed Al-Khlouf 


La recette du maitre 


Si les proportions restent inconruies He vieux 
patissier se fie il son instinct). Abu Ali a accepte de nous 
livrer sa recette. 

Mtflangez de la farine avec de la semoule et de la levurc 
dans un grand saladier. Agitez. Puis tout en remuant, ajou- 
tez de l'eau bouillante pour que la pSte devienne visqueuse 
(et surtout pas liquide), A I'aide d'une carafe k col etroit. 
versez le liquide obtenu dans une podie. Attention, allez-y 
doucement. il faut obtem'r des ronds peu 6pais. Les mor- 
ceaux cuisent d un seul cdfe. Aprfes deux minutes, les qata- 
yefs sont pn&ts. Jl ne vous rate plus qu'11 les dfiguster. Na¬ 
ture ou foumSs avec du fromage ou des noix concassees, les 
qatayefs sent frits dans i'buile bouillante avant d'Stre plon¬ 
ks pendant deux h trois minutes dans une eau bouillante 
sucr£e. Miam, miam ! ■ 


Question cTintensite 

Le cinema. Ics revues et la 
television sont parmi les medias 
Ics plus suncrllcs parce qu'ils 
attirent un nnmbrcux public. Lu 
programmation du petit ccrnn 
fait l ohjel d une attention parti- 
culierc. il nc fnudrait pas que 
Ics enfants qui restent suspen- 
dus des heures devani la tele 
voient des choses interdites : 
'•C'esr une mmiere de dinger' 
• ■■■ j- 

verifier qtt'ib obtiennent des in- 
formations jitstes*. rfivfelc notre 
source anonyme. D'aiUeurs. les 
chaines dc tfil^vision disposent 
d'un ddpartemenl special cep- 
sure. Les scenes dc sexe et de 
violence, les plus fr^quentes 
dans les films acluels. sont nor- 
malement les plus couples. En 
r&dite. les images d'intimife. 
pounant inol'fen&ives. sont plus 
souveni vtctimes des ciseaux 
d'Anastasie que les plans 
•%grosse bagarre*. Seulc limite a 
la violence, le trop plein de 
sang. Ainsi le nullissime Dou¬ 
ble impact dc Jcan-Claudc Van- 
damme. violent mais sans tor¬ 
rent d'hemoglohine. a ete 
diffuse deux I'oLs en moins d'un 
mois sur la deuxieme chaine 






La censure: cette couverture du magazine frangab Le Nonvel Observateur a subi 
quelques modifications pour Stre visible dans les kiosques jordaniens. L*autocenture : en 
publiant l'original, le Star risquait une grosse amende {pius.de 15.000JD) voire Jdfer- 
meture. 


jordanienne sans coupe appa- 
rentc. 

Dans le cinema. les films sui- 
vcm un parcours ICgerement 
difi'e'renL 

C'cst une agencc iibanaise 
qui distribue les films au 
Moyen-OrienL Ns sont propo¬ 
ses aux clients sous deux ver¬ 
sions : une complete ct une au¬ 
tre deja censuree. 
’■Normidement nous ache tons 
In sreonde version*, explique 
Husam Amouri. directeur ge- 
ndral du cindma Galleria a Ab- 
doun. Puis le long-mdtrage est 


ddclard k la douane et envoyd 
au ddpartemeru de la censure 
du Ministre de I'informaiion. 
qui s'bccupe du deuxidme dd- 
graissage. «Licence to drive a 
par example etc beaucoup cou¬ 
pe car il y avail des seines de 
sexe trop osies pour les mon- 
trer ici. raconte M. Amouri, il 
arrive mime parfois que nous 
refusions un film a t’agence U- 
banabe s’il y a trop de d£cou - 
page it faire. C'etait le cas de 
Scrubble Hotel*. En Jordanie, 
un bisou n'est pas systdmati- 
quement censurd. Ce n'est pas 


une question de temps mais 
efintensitd. Les corps ddnudes 
sont aussi sdv&rernent safaris .. 

La censure sdvrt dgalement, 
dans les magazines. II n'est pas 
rare de voir la poitrihe d’un 
top-less gribouillde. rageose-- 
ment au feutre noir. Plus fort, 
le bikini d'une femme sera 
transforme en short’ par le ta¬ 
lent d'un peiure-censeur. 

Qui sont-- ces horribles 
trongonneurc, ces censcurs de 
1'orabre ? Ce ne sont pas des 
retigieux qui portent baibe et 
Coran comme des flambeaux 


Marche noir 

- Uhomme n'est pas dupe. 11 
salt qu'avec le ddveloppement 
d'internet et du satellite (de 
plus en plus abordable. 5 partir 
de 250 dinars), les jordaniens 
peu vent voir tout ce qu’ils veu- 
lerit sans subir les hachoirs du 
. pouvoir, *C'est vrni que Von 
ne peut pas contrdler le satel¬ 
lite et internet. Cela veut dire 
que Tout ce travail de censure 
n’a pas vraiment de logique . 
ad met le directeur general du 
Galleria, il faudraU envbager 
autre . chose. comme 
.I'interdiction dtejUm jtour ccr- 
.tasnes tranches d'&ge*. C’est le 
cas en France, les films selon 
leur degrd de violence ou 
.d’drotisme sont interdits aux 
moins de 12 ou 16 ans. 

censure en- 
traine le ddveloppement d’un 
march£ noir. Le ctemier James 
•, Bond n'est pas encore dans les 
, J .jsaIks. mais on peut ddja se le 
procurer, intact, dafiS certaines 
boutiques de video. fous 
achetons tris cher des films 
. qui circulent sur le marchc 
. pour " un dinar settlement». 
;. slndrgbe Husam Amouri. En- 
fih, certaines sa.Ues de cindma 
rivalisent dimagination pour 
■ passer ouitre les interdits. Pen¬ 
dant les vacances. telle seance 
sera ainsi agrdmentde de dips 
pas tfes catholiques. Au specta- 
teur de se ddbrouiller pour dcre 
li;ati bon moment et profiler 
d&cet espace de libertd. ■ 





Amineb Isbtay 


<r;>ry 
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Climat 


Le pessimisme au beau fixe 




Cinema frang a is 


Semaine du comique 


On dit que les Jordaniens tirent davantage la gueule que 
les autres habitants de-la region, Devantce cafard generalise, 
psys et sociologues s * interrogent: 


Neige en janvier. rires nu cine. L : n dictnn 
qui colle parfaitement ii la programmation adop¬ 
tee cn ce debut d'annee par le Centre culture! 
franfais. Aprils le cycle Jacques Tati, le CCF 
poursuit sur la voie de la bonne humeur avec 
unc semaine du cinema comique. «Npux areas 
remarque I'aurnmne dernier pendant Ic festival 
europcen que la cotneJie frun^abc est 1'tin des 
films qui a remporte ie plus dc stivers -. explique 
le directeur du centre. Denis Toupin. Fort de cci 
enseignemem, les Franfais ont done choi«.i 
d'cnfonccr le clou avec cinq longs-mduages co- 
miques realises entre 1990 ct 1995. Depuis les 
faecties de Mdlies jusqu 'aux Vbiteurs. en pass¬ 
ant par les succcs de Bourvil. Fcrnandd ou De 
Fun&s. la comedie franchouillarde est un genre 
qui n'a cessd dc se renouvcler tout au long de 


I'hisioire du erndma hexagonal. 

La semaine qui vnus est pmposde rassemhle 
les rcjfisutcuni (Zidi. Serreau. Leconte...) et les 
ucteurs (Clavier. Lhcrmittc. Timsit. Noiret...) les 
plus rnmpus a cet exereiee de siylc exigeant. 
Comme le chame Marc Lavoine. « c'cst \'o la 
France• qui rir. ■ 

Le Jourdain 


To us les jours a partir d'aujourd'hui, de- 
couvrez 1'humour fran^ab au cinema Phil¬ 
adelphia (3e cercle). Seances a 20h30. Bil¬ 
lets en vente au Philadelphia ou Centre 
culturelfrangais (1£JD). Tous les films 
sont sous-tiires en arabe. 


•Tango, dc Pj'ricc Leconte t 90 minmo. A'.cc Ph;- 
lippe Noiret. Richard Bohringcr el Thierry Lhermilie. Un mar! in- 
fitleic mais nc .supporter*! pas ics meancPcs de son epou.se decide 
sic 'a fairc supprintcr par un lueur .leudi 15 i 2(lh3<». 


•La totale, dc Claude Zidi (iV l »i). 95 minutes. Avec 
Thierry Lhcrmittc. Miou-Miou ct Lddy Mitchell. Un. ac.svu se¬ 
cret de choc s’ancrcoit que sa eouvenure de rttiuJcste employe 
lies Telecoms va lui I.lire perdre sa femme qui uoeve lent vie 
monotone. Vendredt 16 a 201i30. 


•La crise, dc Coline Scneau (IhVat. 95 minutes. .Aver 
Vincent I.indon. Patrick Timsit el ZaN>n Un homme persl Is 
meme jour son travail et sa femme. Setsl un elochnrd 
.'.’interesscr a sort cas. Suniedi IS a 20h30. 


•La vengeance d’une blonde, 


not S/warc (1993). 95 minutes .A’-ec Christian On 
rie-Anne C'ha/al. Tiiierry LhermiUe. I n journalist, 
viuee. devenu picscutatear Ju journal de 20 heur 
elratne de (clesision parisienne privet.’\<»jt sa \ie tra 
du jour au leiidemaiii. Dinwnehe 19 a 20l>30. 


•Fantome avec chauffeur, dc Gerard Ours 

(I995i. 9() minutes. Avec Philippe Noire! ct Cieraid Jaunot. Peu'- 
hsmnnes. un eraiul patron et son chauffeur se connaissuicnt bier 
uv.d Uc leur vivant. Us voilt devoir apprendre ii sis re ensemble 
dans I'au-dcla Utndi 19 a 20h30. 



Renfrognes, mortises 
et bourrus. Trais odjectifs pour 
ddcrire une bonne port des ci- 
toyens jordaniens. Ils donnent 
pourtanc I'impression d'une vie 
normale : ils travail lent (mais 
pas toujours), ils sortent. font 
leurs courses.... Mais ils ne 
parvienneot pas & cache r leur 
insatisfaction qui se lit sur leur 
visage. 

Dons un bus sur I'autoroute 
entre Amman et Irbid. un ma- 
Iheureux. d'une trentaine 
cfannfes s'asseoit prfes de la 
fenetre. la tele dans sa main 
gauche oppuyde contre la vims. 
Les sourcils francos en perma¬ 
nence. il bouge a pane : une 
premiere fois pour ramasser 
son journal tomb£ depuis une 
demi-heure, la seconde fois, il 
sursaute et se retoume brus- 
quement k ma question sur les 
soucis des Jordaniens. Ii sou- 
pi re longuement avant de se 15- 
b^rer d'une voix mdlancoli- 
que : *ga fait plus de dix ans 
que je bosse toute la jourhde 
sans pouvoir subvenir aux be¬ 
soms de nta famtile. A mon 
avb. e'est . suffisam pour 
gacher I'envie meme de sou¬ 
rire*. Sa phrase 5 peine termi- 
n£e. il retoume k son muu'sme 
initial. Avec 120 JD par mois 
dont 60 pour le Joyer, ce jeune 
homme a de quo! Stre angois- 
s£. Ses revenus ne sont cer- 
tainement pas suffisants pour 
faire vivre sa femme et ses 
quatre enfants, ainsi que ses 
propres parents. 

A I'Universife de Mafraq, 
Mustafa est un grudiant en 
cmis'feme annde, particu- 

liferemem pessimisie quant d 
son avenir en Jordanie. *Ce 
surer me tourmeme beaticoup. 
dit-il sur le point de pleurer, la 


conjoncture economique, la 
pauvreti c 'levee, le taux de 
chomage desasrreux, les etudes 
superiewes tres couteases... A 
cause de tout go, la trbtesse de- 
vient irr&sutible ». 

Sur un parking d'hflpital a Ir¬ 
bid, un vieux march and ambu¬ 
lant, tire la tranche. Rabougri, il 
s'appuie sur une bfiquille en 
bois dont il nlidsite pas 5 se 
servir pour arrSter les passants 
et se-faire entendre : «Je vous 
en prie. achetez-moi : un bri¬ 
quet* ou encore «Aidez un 
vieiUard pour que Dieu vous 
accords' ie success. Aux per- 
sonnes qui 1'exaucent, il fepond 
par un grand sourire et se met k 
raconter une bistoire : *Mon 
seat-fils a imigrd en Alle - 

magne. Enfin je crois. Les fib 
sont michants n'est-ce pas ? Le 
mien ' ne. m'envoie jama'ts 
d'argent Moi. je gagne h peine 
de quoi survivre et if arrive 
parfob qu'aprts une joumde 
exhfmianle. je n'aie ricolli que 
des regards pteihs de pilii». 


Trop aufifiatbc ?• 

Le$ sou ffrances sont diffiS- 
rentes mais ,1 chaque fois ce 
sont les mfimes reactions de las¬ 
situde. et de resignation. Qu'en 
pensent les psychalogues ? 
•Namrellpmenl l-homme 

cherche toujours a satbfaire 
tous ses besoms:.avoir a mon¬ 
ger. avoir un travail, une fa- 
miUe etc.~, anaJyse ie docteur 
Mohammad Ai-Rimaoui, pro- 
fesseur . de psycbologie i 
1'Univeristf . de -Jordanie, . le 
manque d'un de ces besoms vi- 
taux cr£e chez lui un certain 
mdcontentement qui mine par- 
fob it des componements hos- 
tiles*. Depuis quelques anrides, 

. la. crise dconomique du roy-: 


auine trouble la vie des fa- (F 
mi lies : bas salaires, perte de 
pouvoir d’achat, fluctuation des . 

(Mix et bien entendu le 
chdmage, dont les demiers : » 

chiffres spectacuiaires ne sont ^ 

pas faits pour rassurer. En gd- -yty 

ndrali la mauvaise'conjoncture 
actuelle,est le sujet principal 
d'inqindtude et de plainte et 
poor de nombreux Jordaniens, 

•' e'est 1'obstacle principal au -', 

bien-fitre.' V 

Pour le psychologtie, la situ- 
ation dconomique n'est pas \- 

seule k mettre en cause : ' ^ 

nPauvrt/malheureux n'est pas 
une alliance obtigatoire. Je di- 
rais qu'il y a des pauvres qui .' * 

sont ■ beaucoup plus heureux 
que des ri-ches, explique Dr. , 

Al-Rimaoui, ilya d'autres die- ;,, 

merits qui som ites a la person- ■ ■>. . 

oolite ou h la societe, teb que 
les rapports tendus avec la fa- , 
miUe ou tes autres individus*. 

Le docteur Sany Nasser, pro- ^ 

fesseur .de .. sociologie k S' 

JUnivecsitfi de Jordanie ■ if 
complfcte cette analyse : «C'est . 
'vrai que J'dconomie du pays est 
b i'origine . 4e nombreux 


Enjc 

Ever 


fteaux : chSmage, pauvrete... 
‘ Mab -Ie petqfie -fordanien est 
\ atari. trkS'Sdrieux; trks sensible 
. a tom ce qui se passo sur la 
5cipe _ T politique particu- 
liiremcnl dans la region. Cesi 
. pour cette raison'aussi'que les 
- Jordaniens sont inquiets». ■ 
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tty Nigel Andrews 

■ ATOmON. PLEASE,: The step bow , 
-SS ™ number I, J^ariS r 

c^’ ^ lCo; B ***■ 1912 taxury finer 

^yoawisb tomove to a ' : ‘ 

i P i ^ e - b0 <* ®ffls-at an/- 

it► ’W^rlowide ancf • cncouhtcfi vcMtr 

U&i$@ds*md femily/todo - ^ ' 

-® - ls ^ 5 ^ ears ^nce m^worid’c mosr 
- JSS!- sfaip sank-. Now, *e v; 

Tfnt^jwpensive 'film a $250 mil- ' 
taken much of - 

>Wg*ood with it if it had gone down has 
..; jaHed tnumptently into US dnemas and is 
. about to dock m Britain: 

. Those who do not know die statistics of 
iTitamc «»n will.- such is the rdteh and 

W**f ?™L e P^fcfry- At 775ft to-the 
onguid s 882ft. the film’s ship is almost 
90 percent lifesize. It has been resting in- 
the world s largest tank sin acres in *rea^ 
I7m gallons in volume. And to people its 
story* more -extras" were.created by com- 
puter graphics up to 1,000 than for any 
previous film. riot to mention more, birds, 
fish, ice floes and smoke effects. 

! IJ e file's $250 million budgttbeats the 



'i 


to make a 
movie blockbuster 


. tries? What about a weird tale, 
equally epic in scope, about a 
■ burned wartime pilot flashbock- 
mg-to a doomed Jove affair with 
a; married Englishwoman while 
. ^eing nursed in Italy by a 
Frenchwoman? Original author 
some Booker Prize, winner from 
. Canada. 

- took me days-to work.our 
.. how to pitch The English 
. Patient,'’ says its producer Saul 
Zaentz. “The studios want to 


$170 million Waterwdrid, an epic thai was - — ., 1f- 
-nearly bankrupted by HO, not to mention - ' hear, Tft’s-about this white con 
iSfnTw'n S?» k ^ j** SJ20 miJ .- - : iwd this black cop*; I finally 

^ ured - ou ‘ to sayf ‘WKarwouJdL. 

P* CQUrse '- thcse ' •••> y«i do if someone carte to you. 
otot t just facts, fascinating as they are. -T-todaywilb Dr Zhivago or Law- 
They are part a vital part-of.the movie’s/, rente of Arttei^eiSeTdf 

S'rr ™ b i!SI£ ly r I t*S hoe l : by news ' - - which had a star in the main role ' ji^V 
-SS3 ( l ncludi p8 one), the ■; and which had a notoriously dif- 
gobbets and statistics make a contribution • ficuk director?" - * 

to the promotional brouhaha. Zdentz got'the nod: But he 

Ever since Creation, which boasted the - .shrewdly passed on die next. 

r^n OTp b yW ?^ ng ° f - a S; v .erses of Optional, expensive suge " of 

the> Book of Genesis^,descendant crea- hype, which is market research 
lore have resorted to every selling tech- . This may not look like prorno- 
nique known to man or woman. Our ovm lion, but it is. It is the first phase 

in creating public awareness of 
a movie, [and in massaging pub¬ 
lic “perception" of it 
Zaentz’s hunch .was that a 
theme^and-variations film' such 


century has seen hype’s busiest hour. Cin¬ 
ema. especially of Titanic proportions, 
needs so many ticket-buyers for it to break 
even that an must go hand in hand with 
marketing. ' 

■The Bible's opening is an apt analogy, 
for the promotion process: In the begin¬ 
ning was the word. Then came the'visuals: 
posters, graphics, • screen advertising.: 
Finally, just like Adam and 'Eve, the 
human participants enter the frame woth 
the pre-launch interview phase, ■. 

Even before the public is wooed, how- 



complex 
• as . The 

English Patient could be sold to the public 
only by being seen. By contrast, a more 
commercial-sounding project such as the . 
new Mad City, an [urban siege thriller star¬ 
ring Dustin Hoffman and John Travolta, 
can .. benefit from ^tracking” early 
responses to the; idea and to the star 
package 

rfn' T r 


ever, the film must be “sold” to the first - 'Tracking, is gauging audience interest and back into the bidding 
client of all: the studio: Hype begins when before the .film,'opens,” says Marf City’s - they said. ‘No one over fc 

tho «««„ «.:»k sh~. - pjpdjijca^Arnold J^opdton. a fura believer -- • u: '’ ” e? * r -* 

in itsefficacy. "Testere get people coming 
•' out of. the fheatres**nd say. ’We’re making 
.this - film ■ wnb Dustin Hoffman and John 
Travolta, and fcs about thenretfia’. They’ H 


the person with the idea scriptwriter tor 
director brings tte sales pitch to the men . 
with the money. Cameron had .iew'prob^ 
lems with 20th Century Fox:. As tbe ttirec-. 
tor of hit films such as Alien and Tfermina- 

tor 2. he no sooner: uttered [the- ward^ assessatnd score-jorinterest and response." 
“Titanic” than he reed ved_$3’ J^arionri Jtesearch Croup, • which 

dive down and film the actual step (fte J^.ficWS: the monopoly in this fieldwork, 
footage used in the' movieV ~fr^rag‘;“: tiefi&ids'toot • Jugfethe work's 'usefulness, 
sequences), followed by a-starter bot^eiot/.' a gan^t .-die occasional Hollywood cry of 
$130 million- for.;the productionitsedfi/-^paaudpsciencel"~^his is a hard-nosed 
Meanwhile he spent S4Q imHion brriWfi^* -feiisiBess aDd if our cfents weren't getting 
his own studio complex in: Mexico:. i^rentits-'they wouldn't keep eniployii^ us" 
The true^life stoiy cd this icebcrg- ^botifej-toe.pmicijrfe of it: “It’s aJways 
destroyed liner js-one thutg: -ft has a proven d>epa fclr thri having films responsive to 
track record on scrten,^B»r%diarto#<od)^- i'TheiraBcBeqce^ijrfien: ti^’re entertainmeht 


products, is not an unreasonable thing.” 

information on demographics, with 
responses divided by class, sex or area, 
helps the hype experts to focus their cam¬ 
paign. But market research can get it 
wrong. The most famous example was Ste¬ 
ven Spielberg's E.T. Former studio chief 
Ned Tanen remembers: “Research came 
back to Columbia that put the-film in turn¬ 
around” that is. off the production floor 
market "because 
four years old will 
go see this*." E.T. went on to become the 
highest-grossing film in history. 

The conclusion is that the key agent in 
hype may hot he the hypist hut the ever- 
unpredictable “hypee” “Before we 
released Death Wish.” says - director 
Michael Winner. “Dino Di Laurentiis [the 
producer] wanted me to change the title to 
The Sidewalk Vigilante. Because no film 
with death in the title had ever succeeded. 
He would ring me up at midnight and say. 
‘Ehhb. Michael. 1 cannot sleep, plcase-a 
change the title’. I refused. And after 
Death Wish was a hit. there were a siring 
of films called Death Hunt, Death Week¬ 
end. death this, death that.” 


However wilful public taste is. though, a 
clever producer can always nudge it in his 
favour rather than just cross his fingers. 
When Walter F. Parkcs. now head of 
Spielberg's DreamWorks Studio, won¬ 
dered how to promote an off-the-wall sci-fi 
comedy called Men In Black which 
became the highest- earning film of the 
1997 sum mer he used a form of peer 
pressure. 

"It was very difficult for audiences to 
get a sense of what our movie was. So. 
before opening, we took the first 12 min¬ 
utes of the film and invited 30 press peo¬ 
ple to a New York screening and got them 
to meet the stars, the director, me and my 
co-producer. They were im- pressed with 
the 'people' that these men and women 
had got behind the project that early.” 

Promotion, says Parkes. is "putting 
together building blocks of awareness”. 
That includes, as the release date 
approaches, all the tie-in product advertis¬ 
ing. “On Men In Black we were too late 
for the usual link-up with McDonald's or 
Burger King, so we went with Ray-Ban.” 
And suddenly one summer, our advertis¬ 
ing screens were full of mysterious dark- 


suited men in high-fashion 
shades. 

At the same time as a big 
movie's preludial consumer 
blilz. or just before, come the 
sneak previews. This is the last 
chance for fine-tuning. Random 
test audiences, filling out cards 
to indicate everything from ado¬ 
ration to contempt, inspire last- 
minute adjustments. The most 
famous example is the ending of 
Fatal Attraction. People wanted 
a more punitive fate for Glenn 
Close, the villaincss. and she 
got it. 

With Mad City, sneak pre¬ 
views became a guide, or warn¬ 
ing, that the film was not hitting 
the button. Dismayed by nega¬ 
tive reaction. Kopelson and 
director Costa-Gavras reshot 
and retested crucial scenes as 
the opening date drew near, 
hoping public input would 
ensure eventual public favour. 

With The English Patient. 
Saul Zaentz decided to eschew 
sneak previews, just as he had 
passed over market research. He 
tested the movie “in house” 
with the production staff: “Even at 4D 
hours, which was the first cut. it was 
obvious jusi from people’s body lan¬ 
guage. that we had a hit. It changed our 
whole mood.” 

One reason for skipping sneak pre¬ 
views. and market-testing, is money. 
With millions of pounds involved, most 
British films cannot afford it. The 
National Research Group says: ’The mar¬ 
ket is so much larger in the US. where 
your money is spent for a potential audi¬ 
ence of 200m not 50m." 

So in Britain how do you test the waier. 
pre-release, on a film such as. say. The 
Full Monty? Before hecom ing a surprise 
hit on both sides of the Atlantic, this 
male-stripper comedy was a mini-budget 
film being made in Yorkshire. 

"Comedy is very hard to sell unless 
you have Mar names.” says the film’s 
publicist Sara Keane. “With a big cos¬ 
tume drama like The Last Emperor you 
can invite the press to (he shoot and 
they’ll see the fabulous sets and cos¬ 
tumes. But if I rang you and said. 'I’m 
working on a film in Sheffield with no 
actors you've heard of and a first-lime 


director, and 1 can’t send you the script,' 
would you write a piece? And the actors 
didn’t want the press on the one day that 
would have made news, the day they 
stripped off.” 

So The Full Monty had to wail for that 
perilous climactic moment, one lhat has 
become almost mythic in the movie busi¬ 
ness today: The Opening Weekend. In the 
US. even more than in Britain, this is 
make-or-break time. Industry antennae 
arc so fine-tuned lhat. according: to Peter 
Bart, editor of Variety, it isn't even the 
first 16 hours that count. It is (he first 12. 

“With films opening today in 2.000 or 
3.000 theatres, by 10 o’clock on Saturday 
morning, after just two performances, stu¬ 
dios have not only calculated what they 
will make or lose, they arc adjusting ad 
schedules and foreign opening dates 
accordingly.” 

Sometimes the news is not good. The 
troubled Mad City, which m first seemed 

so surefire a siar-and-story combination, 
opened last November to a catastrophic 
box office. To dale, the Warner release 
has barely recouped $IOm. or half Tra¬ 
volta’s acting fee. Titanic, however. look 
$36m between last Friday and Sunday, a 
new record for a December weekend that 
brought im total for the firsi 10 days of 
US release to $90m. 

Could Mad City have been saved, or 
helped, by a good PR campaign? Possi¬ 
bly. How important a role promotion was 
deemed to have played or failed lo play 
may be gauged by the fact that Warner 
Studios fired its head of publicity soon 
after the film's opening. He had also been 
linked to another or (he studio’s shock 
flops in 1997, the Robin Williams com¬ 
edy Father’s Day. 

Sometimes even a troubled film can he 
helped by what may be its last high- 
visibility weapons: the poster and its slo¬ 
gan. Gordon Weaver thought up the ad- 
line for the first Star Trek film. The line 
buzzed about for months in every Trekkic 
and non-Trckkie's head. "I was having 
lunch with Gene Roddenbcrry. the series' 
creator. And he said, ‘I've just been down 
to Nasa and. you know, the human adven¬ 
ture is just beginning.’ I thought, whai a 
marvellous copyline. 'The human 
adventure 

Variety’s Peter Barr gives full murks to 
Titanic's puhlicily campaign, including 
its slogan. Below the lovers' faces loom¬ 
ing over the ship’s prow are the words: 
"Nothing on earth could come between 
them.” fOn earth, note: not on sea.) 
Clever stuff, probably requiring a fraction 
of the overall publicity budget. Today, 
that bill to promote and launch a movie 
can reach $20 million to $30 million, add¬ 
ing up to 50 percent to the production 
cost of an average $60 million film. 

It is mcgahuck hoop-la for an increas¬ 
ingly megabuck industry. Alter that, how¬ 
ever when the final PR champagne bottles 
have been cracked against a movie's side 
only the public can decide, only you and 
l. if the vessel will float or sink. ■ 

Financial Times Syndication 
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We save you more 



Thrmost pleasurable shopping 
experience ... It’s just about 
everything you need, at low prices. 
Amman-7di Circle Tel: 814129 



asrcaiataaT 


Home of the Char Griff 
Check our 

Lunch & Whner special 

"Starting November 10 


Open Dadf 1 ISO pm. -Midnight 
Shmehani above Chili House 

For Reservation TeL 693053 


The First Class Hotel in 
; ■ Amman thathasa. . 
Kfccbenette in cnjery 
room.;! 



.Amman Tel: 607193 ' 
P.O.Box 9403 Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 Daroti Jo 
Idea] Residence for 
Expatriates and Businessmen 


Q 

ORLANE 

Beauty Institute 

O Facial* 

O [tody '.kin trtunm M 
O ‘-/nit -up 

O European manicur> > A 
radn nrr* 

Qvieider Trading Ksl 

Tel: 695049 



The first & best 
Chinese Resturant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle , Jabai Amman, 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Take away is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30p.m 
7:00- Midnight 

Tel 638958 



Enjoy Reading The Star 
Every Thursday Morning 

For Only 



Annual Subscription 

• ■*. F or more information please call 652380fax 648298 
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New faces... 
New seasons. 
Premiering on 



AMERICA PLUS 
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In January 

■ The New Adventures of Robin Hood 

■ La Femme Nikita 

■ Melrose Place 

■ The Drew Carey Show »^ 

Orbit 

SataBta Television and Radio Network 

For more Information or to subscribe please contact your local dealer or Orbit Direct at +357 909 5000 
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The microprocessor you have been waiting for: 

MediaGX from Cyrix 


By a Star staff writer 
CYRIX ARE blasting onto the 
microprocessor scene with 
their MediaGX processor, 
which represents an excellent, 
low-cost entry level chip For 
desktop computers. 

Already, the ripples of the 
MediaGX are resulting in 
amazingly low PC 
systems from companies 
like Hewlett-Packard. 
Compaq and IBM: who. 
traditionally. produce 
high com PCs. 

However, thanks to the 
MediaGX. these 

companies and tens of 
others are introducing 
cntry-le^cl PCs at under 
the SSi'Ki mark in the 
United States. 

This is sparking a 
massive price war 
between Cyrix and Intel, 
also including AMD-the 
third main microprocessor 
provider. 

Although MediaGX 

processors are not as powerful 
ns higher-end Intel processors, 
they arc delivering an excellent 
chi lice to less demanding users 
who arc more price conscious. 

So. what is this MediaGX 
processor all about and what 
makes it so special? 

Well, the MediaGX follows 
Cyrix’s policy of delivering a 
PC-on-u-ehip. by which more 
integration of a PC’s parts is 
heing adopted to cut down on 
production costs, while still 
complying with full Pentium 
compatibility. 

It is the sheer integration 
offered by the MediaGX which 


makes it so unique and proves 
that more features can be 
packed into a single chip 
structure. There are a lot of 
shared memory technologies 
and adaptations utilized m 
provide graphical features. All 
in all. the MediaGX is an 



engineering innovation that 
should spell major cost cuts in 
the microprocessor industry. 

This resembles somewhat of 
a departure from the standard 
Cyrix chip design set by its 
5x86 processor. The company 
is still utilizing that chip design, 
and is working on the bxftb. 
which complies to Intel 
designs. Although not being so 
competitively priced at firsL the 
6x86 is to he offered at price 
lower than the corresponding 
Intel Pentium processor and 
will, accordingly, gain ground. 

Performance tests show that 
the 6x86 MMX is gaining in on 
the Intel Pentium 20OMMX in 
terms of performance, but still 
lags behind the AMD Kb 200. 

Getting back to the 


MediaGX. be warned, as critics 
point out that currently 
available MediaGX processors 
are still lacking in the areas of 
handling complex or 3 
dimensional graphics, 

especially js the Cyrix 
processors don’t provide MMX 
instructions which are 
necessary to advance 
graphical abilities. 

However. Cyrix 
intends to continuously 
improve its MediaGX 
processor, in order to 
keep up with Intel's 
moves to develop its 
MMX chips. 

Accordingly. when 
Cyrix firM introduced 
the MediaGX it was a 
120MHz processor, 
then 133 MHz 
processor. Now it is 
capable of ••pecds up to 
166MHz or even 
180MHz which are quite 
satisfactory 

In the works, is a 2()OMHz 
processor. with MMX 
instructions. 

All these developments, and 
the continued rivalry hot ween 
Cyrix. AMD and Intel are 
going to result in further 
tumbling of PC prices on the 
international market. 

These effects will trickle in 
the Middle East, which is still 
somewhat slow >o adopt PC 
with paiccssors olners than 
Intel inside. 

However, with Cyrix and 
AMD processors proving their 
worth, it’s just a matter of time 
before you will have an option 
to purchase a PC with a 
MediaGX at its heart. ■ 


Following the merge of AST Reserarch into Samsung: 

PC power from US joins Japanese might 


AFTER THE completion of the 
merger of AST Research, the 
top American PC manufacturer, 
with Samsung Electronics, it is 
said that Samsung now has 
annual sales in excess of 87 
Billion dollars, which put it 
ahead of IBM. the company 
claims. 

The two companies will each 
benefit from the other's 
strengths and intend to soon 
introduce a PC-Top-TV which 
will bled together the 
fund ion a lily of tt PC with a 
television. 

According to AST officials, 
they expect the merger with 
Samsung to enhance their 
logistics abilities worldwide, 
reducing the time between 
production and the availability 
of product on the market. AST 
will benefit from Samsung’s 
stmteeics of managine 


inventory and delivery such as 
Configure To Order (COT) and 
Final Co nfigu ration Test 
Packaging (FCTP). 

On the other hand. Samsung 
will benefit from AST outlets 



. 


across the world, to sell its 
consumer electronics and should 
utilize ASTs know-how in 
computing and digital 
technologies to add more of a 
'digital nature' to its home and 
office appliances and equipment. 

AST plans to increase its 


research and development 
budget and is already showing 
its higher commitment to the 
Middle East by training some 
200 members of AST staff and 
distributors from all over the 
region. 

On another note. AST has 
recently introduced a whole new 
line of PCs, in addition to its 
already popular Bravo line. One 
particular model in the Bravo 
line stands out as. it delivers 
no-noise computing. 

The silent operation of AST's 
specially designed PC is. said to 
provide a healthier working 
environment, that cut down cm 
noise pollution. 

For more information on AST. 
products in Jordan, contact 
Specialized Technical Services 
(STSl on telephone S276I1 or 
Jordan Computer Trading Co. 
(JCTQ at telephone 643896. ■ 


News update 


CA produces quick-fix for 
Year 2000 problem 

• Cnmpuier Associates (CA). 
the global software developer, 
claims that its new product 
called New- Year 2lKK) Fix is 
supposed to provide a quick fix 
for the millennium hug 
problem. 

Specializing in tackling the 
prohlem in COBOL programs. 
CA\ software should enable 
users to correct entire 
applications in a relatively short 
time. 

This software is only pan of 
a w hole p:iekage that Computer 
Associates is introducing lor the 
Year 2(.HH) hue. which will he 


called the ’Discovery 2000 
package’. 

For metre information on CA 
products in Jordan, contact 
Computer Applications & 
technical Services (CATS) on 
telephone 824111. 

Yahoo! Most visited site in 
the world 

• The lop location for Weh 
surfing turned out lop be 
Yahoo! which recorded a 
phenomenal 16.7 million 
Internet users during November 
1997. To check out Yahoo!, go 
to www.Yahoo.com. 

Coming in second and third 
were the sites operated by 


A new massive SyQuest Drive 

FOR THOSE in need of larger, removable storage media, 
SyQuest has Introduced a 
new SyQuest drive capable 
of handling 4.7Gb car¬ 
tridges. 

The SyQuest 4.7Gb 
drive is priced at around $ 

600 while each 4.7 GB car- 
tridgeis priced at around 
$ 200 . 

The drive utilizes Ultra 
SCSI-3 technology capable 
of transferring data at 

speeds of 10.6 Megabits per second. The speed or transfer is 
assisted by a Cache memory of around 2 Megabyte. 

It is Important to note that the choice of 4.7Gb to be the 
storage capacity is in compliance with the Digital Video 
standard fDVDi used ia multimedia. I 



Netscape Communications 
(13.5 million visitors) and 
Microsoft (10.5 million visitors) 
respectively. 

From previous months 
throughout 1997. Yahoo! has 
proved to be a leader, always. 
followed by Netscape and 
Microsoft. 

Other Lop sites include 
Excite. America On Line. 
InfoSeek. GeoCities, Microsoft 
Network (MSN). Lycos and 
Alla Vista. 

Summing up these top ten 
sites, there are an average of 86 
million- visits a month! Now. 
that a massive figure. 
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Web phones: 

Clearing up required, by 
telecom authorities 

WITH THE arrival and spread of Internet Phone 
(Web-Phone) technology, by which users can make long 
distance calls at the local charge of an internet connection, 
certain legal and regulatory issues are arising. 

As we have been informed, telecommunications authorities 
in Jordan view it as illegal to sell or promote Internet Phone 

software or technology in country. 

The question is why?. Is it because calls made via the 
Internet replace those normally done through the Jordan 
Telecom mun. 
ica lions Co. 
and therefore 
reduce its 

potential 
revenue? In 
such a case, 
the Internet 
Phone 

technology is 
viewed, as a. 
threat to 

telecommunications services. AH over the world, huge 
telecommunications companies like MCI. AT&T.' British 
Telecom and. others realize-that the move towards more 
Internet-based communications will mean less utilization of 
traditional telephony services. 

This technology also provides ah exciting twist by which 
you can utilize-digital cameras on both sides to see whoever 
you're talking to! The impact could be.large in terms of 
reduced, however. If telecommunications operators handle, 
the situation right. Lhey may not necessarily loose muck For 
one thing, telecommunications operators should be providers 
of IntemeL On Line services simply because the Internet 
resembles the new wave in telecommunications and will 
become, someday in the not so distant future, the major 
means of cross-continent communications in terms of volume 
of users. Already, there are well over 65 million people on the 
Internet (this is a conservative estimate). 

Also, seeing as the quality of voice and video are not too 
good, ond-seeirig as an internet phonecali does not necessarily 
offer a reliable connection, there are still so many advantages 
in sticking to traditional telephony methods for long distance 
communications. 

Getting back to the issue of illegality, the question is how 
can the authorities crack-down on users? 

AH that a user needs is to download a free Internet Phone 
software from the Web. purchase a digital camera unit, which 
is perfectly legal and obtain a speaker/microphone. 

So. anybody and everybody can obtain the tools without 
breaking the Jaw. or without being known to intend to do sol 

We understand that it is illegal to charge for or distribute 
the service of telecommunication unless officially licensed to 
do so; but -with Internet Phones you don't pay a thing. All you 
do is use your- available Internet connection for which you 
pay to your Internet Service Provider who is legally 
registered. 

So, in legal terms, where does the issue of Internet Phones 
technology stand with Jordan's telecommunications 
authorities. We as law-abiding citizens, would-lrtemjurpw. 
After all. every Internet user will get a chance, one w4y-oAh&*J 
other to utilize Internet Phones; 

Could the authorities kindly provide an answer to our 
readers and all those interested? ■ 



The mouth-watering 
Katayef is rooted deep 
in Islamic history 


By Ilham Sadeq 

Star Staff Writer 
IT WAS very cold outside 
and only 15 minutes before 
the Maghrib A than (breaking 
of the last and evening 
prayer), hut people were still 
waiting in front of bakeries to 
buy their favorite katayef. 
Many employees just rush 
after finishing their work to 
buy their katayef while others 
ask their wives or even chil¬ 
dren to buy it to avoid the 
long queues. 

"1 used to come to this bak¬ 
ery directly after work." says 
Abu Osama who was also car¬ 


rying bags of fruits and 
vegetables. 

For Muslims, katayef is a 
permanent guest in Ramadan 
and it is seldom to see their 
tabic devoid of such a sweet 
delicacy. Realizing the love- 
affair between people and the 
katayef. some bakeries con¬ 
tinue io prepare it throughout 
the year. 

“We don’t stop preparing 
katayef. however demand 
increases in the holy month” 
says Mohammad Abdul Aziz 
of the Raghadan Bakeries 
Co., in downtown Amman. 

The company, in Ramadan 


operates three branches situ¬ 
ated in the same area to meet 
the high demand. "Belore 
Ramadan we used to sell 
daih about 80 to a 100 kilos, 
now wc arc selling about 70t>- 
8ufJ kilos every day." he adds 
with a smile. 

Operating with .1 staff o! 
about lOS workers, the bakery- 
look like a beehive. One 
quickly hands katayef to the 
customers, a second receives 
the payment, a third is baking 
on a large hot iron plate, while 
a fourth methodically pours 
the mixture. 

“Demand for kuniycf 


incre..sc-« normally after 2 
o'cinck." Mr Vhdul Aziz vis s 
pointing out a; the man mix¬ 
ing the dough which contains 
flour, milk and semolina. 

The Rughdan Bakeries Co. 
had been in existence since 
1948. and the three branches 
ir. the downtown area started 
ia 1*465. There is also 
branches in J.thal AI Hussein 
and Sueillyah. 

But do kahivet lovers know 
the meaning of the word or 
from where it was introduced'.’ 

"KiiUi\ef is derived from 
the Arab verb Kata fa which 
means :r» pick nr reap the har¬ 
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vest." says Dr Mohammad A1 
Dniuhi. a professor in the 
Department of Arabic in Al 
A! Bjvl University. The sin¬ 
gular of Katayef is Ktih’cfah 
which means velvet. “So 
kaiavi f was given such a 
name heejuse it looks like 
velvet when you touch it" 
explains Dr Al Droubi. 

The professor says the word 
goes back to the" Ummaved 
period. Some even attribute it 
tn the caliph Muuweyah Bin 
Ahi Sufyan who had been ill 
because of hunger during 
Ramadan. 

“When he consulted his 
physician Mohammad Bin 
A that, he told him to eat 
katayef during Sohour (the 
second meal eaten before 
dawn).” the professor adds. 

However, others say it 
rclcrs to Suleiman Bin Abdul 
Miilik. “hut what is sure is 
that it was first introduced 
during the Ummaycd rule/’ 

Also many Arab poets have 
ufiiicn verses of poetry 
speaking about the mouth¬ 
watering katayef. One poet is 
even named “Abu Kaicit'ah." 

Selling katryef during Ram¬ 
adan is a profitable business. 
Virtually every supermarket, 
and shop also engage in the 
trade, in Zarqa and Russeifoh, 



owners of groceries and res¬ 
taurants started selling katayef 
hoping to benefit from., the 
"seasonal profit" 

However, the owner of the 
Abu Nima restaurant tells The 
star in an angry mood “as you 
can see. demand is very weak, 
though I'm selling it 50 fils 
less than the other vendor 
opposite me." A kilo of 
katayef is sold between 450 
and 600 fils. 

The agitated man continues 
io say that he is only selling 
about 30-35 kilos per day. 
murmuring-"The situation is 
critical and wc ore losing os 
we can’t meet even the lowest 
cost of preparing katayef. 

The poor man also displays 
a ready-made filling stuff for 
katayef. but it seems that 
despire this he failed to attract 
more than four or five cus¬ 


tomers. The consumers of 
these bakeries are mostly 
housewives, especially in the 
first quarter of the day, to 
save waiting in.a long queue. 

"My children prefer asaffri 
katayef, which is more expen¬ 
sive than the medium .or the 
big-sized katayef ./’ Um FIras 
says pointing but to the small 
pieces of Katayaf arranged in 
an attractive manner. 

But other bakeries seem to 
prepare katayef to give that 
yellowish special color.. “We 
add to the mixture rose water 
plus lemon essence and 
vanilla," says KhaJed Al Sous, 
who is an owner of a fast food 
restaurant but sells katayef in 
Ramadan. 

Our sales reach as high as 
300 kilos a day but “demand, 
for katayef weakens in the 
last week of. Ramadari, when 




* 


/At 




: V. 

■ I-,.-' 


The 

O 




Jordan's po BB oal, e c onomi c 
and cultural wMhty 




http: 

11www. Arabia, 
comlstar 


(]u> us* / 




wc sell only 200 kilos." 

Housewives in turn, use 
fheir creative abilities in fill¬ 
ing the stuff and serve it to 
their guests. “1 like katayef 
with cheese, while my hus¬ 
band and kids prefer it with 
nuts," says Ura Rodos, a mid¬ 
wife in Al Bashir Hospital. -. 
“But do you believe that since 
the beginning of Ramadan, I - 
have only boughr two kilos of 
and there is still some 
left untried in the fridge." 

Some housewives fill the 
katayef with nuts, others with 
cheese plus raisins or jam and . 
coconut. Um Rodos who is 
married to an Egyptian says 
“In Egypt they just fill it-with 
raisins and cream, then-it is 
fried in melted butter/ and 
finally served after adding 
honey.or syrup. ■ 

. In some countries.- if-cinna- 
mon and cardamom is added 
to til e mixture, katayef has an 
attractive, taste and special 
. flavor. . - - - . . 

Generally speaking in Ram¬ 
adan people forget about 
tightening the belts or keeping, 
their bodies fit and eat too . 
much sweets. But doctors-say. 
such sweets are necessary to 
provide the body with needed 

calories especially in cold 
weather. ■ 







































